
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Emira
NOW ORDERING
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2024 Lotus Eletre
NOW ORDERING
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of Ponte Vedra

615 A1A North, Suite #102
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)We also offer award-winning Chiropractic Care - 
looking forward to seeing you soon!

NOW OFFERING LIPO LASER
We are now offering invisa-RED™, FDA Approved and 
Clinically Proven for Non-invasive Weight Loss, Cellulite 

Removal, Body Contouring and Aesthetics.

NEW PATIENTS ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT 
WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE 
FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY.

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment EXTRA 

featuring TV listings, streaming  
information, puzzles and more! 
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PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
‘Fear the Walking 

Dead S8B’
Final steps

Lennie James in “Fear the Walking Dead”

THE

Back Pain 
 Neck Pain
Nerve Pain

Sciatica
Numbness

Post Surgery

Chronic Knee Pain
Osteoarthritis
ACL Injuries

Meniscus Tears
Failed Surgery
Previous Injury
Muscle StrainMuscle Strain

Pain Reduction

1400 Marsh Landing Pkwy #107
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

AVOID BACK 
& KNEE SURGERY

FOR YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION

PonteVedraDiscCenter.com

904.644.DISC 

By Shaun Ryan 
Home ownership continues to be less 

attainable in St. Johns County than in 
any of the other five counties that com-
prise Northeast Florida.

According to the most recent report 
by the Northeast Florida Association of 
Realtors (NEFAR), St. Johns’ housing 
affordability index for September was 
only 47.

The housing affordability index 
measures whether a typical family earns 
enough to qualify for a mortgage on a 
typical home. It’s based on a number of 
factors: interest rates, median income 
and median home prices and presumes a 
20% downpayment.

An index of 100 indicates that a family 
earning the median income has the exact 

By Anthony Richards
There are many crafty businesses that 

come about for the holidays, but one 
of the more creative ones is Demilune 
Brooms started by Yana Tarr, where 
she makes her own decorative witch 
brooms.

The idea to make brooms came about 
roughly five years ago after a couple of 
hurricanes came through the area in late 
September and early October and left 
a lot of debris and tree limbs in their 
wake.

For most people, that debris would 
result in angst having to clean it all up, 
but for Tarr and her creative mind, she 
saw it as an opportunity to do something 
different.

“I’ve always been crafty, and I re-
member seeing all that debris and sticks 
in the street, and I thought, ‘I bet I could 
make some nice witch brooms out of 
that with my kids,’ who at the time 
were about 10 and 3 years old. It was 

St. Johns 
homes 
still most 
costly

Spell of creativity leads to 
witch broom business

Photo by Anthony Richards
Yana Tarr began making decorative witch brooms as part of her business Demilune Brooms 
about five years ago.BROOM continues on Page 10HOMES  continues on Page 3
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Treasures in the Trunk is Saturday

The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will hold 
its fourth annual Treasures in the Trunk 
community sale to benefit local charities 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 21, 
in the Coldwell Banker parking area, 240 
Ponte Vedra Park Drive.

Net proceeds will benefit the Betty Griffin 
Center, BEAM, Port In The Storm, HUGS 
Across The County, the Florida School 
for the Deaf and the Blind and college 
scholarships.

Shoppers will be able to buy from local 
artists, jewelers, gift shops and more.

Volunteers sought to help ‘make a 
difference’

The St. Johns Housing Partnership will 
hold a countywide initiative on “Make a 
Difference Day,” 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 21.

The nonprofit will mobilize volunteers 
to spread out over St. Johns County to 
do exterior work on homes for veterans, 
the elderly or the disabled. Volunteers are 
needed for exterior house painting, yard 
clean up and to help build wheelchair 
ramps.

There is still time to sign up to volunteer 
or donate. Volunteer as an individual 
or family, or organize a team through a 
company, organization or church.

Call 904-824-0902, email info@sjhp.org, 
or go to sjhp.org.

Explore the Beach at GTM Research 
Reserve

The Guana Reserve will hold a beach 
exploration, 9-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 21. 
Collect seashells, search for shark teeth 
and learn about coastal wildlife. Meet at 
GTM Research Reserve Visitor Center, 505 
Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes. Hat, 
insect repellent, water and sunscreen are 
recommended. The event is free but online 
registration is required. Register at gtmnerr.
org/visit/events.

Alhambra managing partner to speak at 
luncheon

Coastal Friends will hold their monthly 

luncheon from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Nov. 
1 at Marsh Landing Country Club, 25655 
Marsh Landing Parkway, Ponte Vedra 
Beach. The featured speaker will be Craig 
Smith, managing partner of The Alhambra 
Theatre and Dining.

The luncheon is open to members as well 
as the community and the menu consists 
of field green salad with dressing, turkey 
and gravy, green bean casserole, mashed 
potatoes and pumpkin pie with whipped 

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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29OCTOBER 6-8:30 P.M.

IMMERSIVE DINING
EXPERIENCE

New Orleans Creole Cuisine
By Chef Azhar Mohammad

Get a taste of New Orleans with the
Esteemed Chef Azhar Mohammad

Scan to see the
menu & get
tickets
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Discover the comfort of oceanfront living  in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
This 2-story coastal gem with 100 ft. of ocean frontage offers a 
private elevator for ease in access to each story, large media/game 
room, living/dining/kitchen/great room and a tri-level deck with 
summer kitchen, seating around fireplace, sun deck and play fort. 
There truly is something for everyone. Host unforgettable gather-
ings for family and friends and make memories for life!

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Oceanfront Gem  Built for Entertaining 
Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost 
quality and security.  10,956 ft.² of expansive  eastern views of the 
Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water frontage, designed for  
year-round  outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt  
chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift.  Come enjoy unrivaled 
privacy just minutes away from the world-renowned  Mayo Clinic 
and Atlantic Ocean.

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate Contemporary Oceanfront Oasis
Welcome to your contemporary oceanfront haven, a three-story 
masterpiece of design where privacy meets impeccable craftsman-
ship by the renowned local architect, Frank Shumer. This stunning 
property serves as a breathtaking backdrop for art enthusiasts and 
accommodates up to eight guests, making it perfect for family 
vacations or group getaways. Whether you’re seeking a peaceful 
getaway or an artist’s retreat, this beachside oasis offers the ideal 
setting for relaxing and entertaining. 

 2 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, $4,500,000 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms. $3,595,000

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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amount needed to purchase a median-priced 
home. A value below 100 means the fam-
ily does not have enough money. A value 
above 100 means it has more than enough.

The only county where the index was 
100 was Putnam, the most affordable in 
Northeast Florida.

The indices of the other counties were: 
Duval, 76; Clay, 70; Nassau, 63; and Baker, 
91.

The median price for a single-family 
home in St. Johns County was $536,493 in 
September, down 2.5% from August.

By comparison, the median prices 
for surrounding counties were: Duval, 
$330,000; Clay, $358,710; Nassau, 
$395,000; Baker, $275,000; and Putnam, 
$255,000.

For those who cannot afford to buy, rents 
continue to pose challenges, as well.

RentCafe.com lists averages as of July. 
The average for St. Johns County was 
$1,891 while the average for Duval County 
was $1,537. The average in Ponte Vedra 
Beach was lower than the county’s figure: 
$1,826. But St. Augustine was higher, at 
$1,928.

These averages do not account for the 
number of bedrooms, but a white paper on 
attainable housing released by the St. Johns 

County Chamber of Commerce in Septem-
ber does break that down further.

That report found that a one-bedroom 
home had a median monthly rental price 
of $1,623 at the time it was conducted. A 
two-bedroom home was $1,795. A three-
bedroom home was $2,290, and a four-
bedroom home was $2,823.

The latest NEFAR report did find some 
indications that the housing market may be 
shifting slightly away from being solely a 
sellers’ market.

In St. Johns County, the median days 
on the market rose 31.4% from August, 
and closed sales fell 12.1%. Meanwhile, 
pending sales rose by 1% and new list-
ings rose 1.25%. Active inventory of 

homes increased 8.7% to 1,642. This is a 
4.2-month supply, which is greater than the 
low 3.1-month supply for all of Northeast 
Florida.

In Duval County, median days on the 
market rose 17.9%, while closed sales fell 
13.5%. Pending sales were also down, by 
15.1%. New listings increased 4.8%. Ac-
tive inventory of homes increased 13.5% 
to 2,314. However, that indicates only a 
2.7-month supply.

According to NEFAR, interest rate 
changes are impacting the decreasing 
affordable housing index figures in the 
region, as well as the increasing number of 
days on the market and a lower percentage 
of the asking price received.

Homes
Continued from 1

cream. Reservations must be made in 
advance by contacting the luncheon 
chairman at bartshar@comcast.net 
as soon as possible. The deadline for 
$25 checks to be received is Friday 
morning, Oct. 27.

Titanium Yoga plans Month of Giving
Each week during the month of 

November, Titanium Yoga in Ponte 
Vedra Beach will donate funds and 
supplies to local nonprofits. Donations 

from the community are welcome. 
Here’s the schedule:

• Nov. 1-7, Pink Ribbon Jax 
[suggested donation $300 = 1 
mammogram]

• Nov 8-14, Friends of the Library 
[suggested donation $20]

• Nov 15-23, BEAM [canned food 
drive from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.]

• Nov 24-30, The Jacksonville 
Humane Society [dog/cat food and 
supplies, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.]

For more information, go to 
titaniumyoga.com.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2
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ENTERCIRCLE
BUSINESS E

X
P
O

November 15 at 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Unlock unparalleled networking opportunities at EnterCircle 2023 Business Expo,
where exhibitors can connect with an exclusive gathering of philanthropists,  

industry leaders and award-winning entrepreneurs from Northeast Florida.

Scan this code
for more info www.entercircle.zone

Expo Table: $150-$250
Includes networking admission and woman participants
receive free admission to Women’s Day Program on Nov. 17.

Cocktail for a Cause Networking: $75 

Women’s Day Expo: $150
For woman-owned businesses. Includes admission to
program on Nov. 17.

EnterCircle offers students a 
doorway to entrepreneurship

EnterCircle 2023 will invite students 
from four St. Johns County high schools 
to attend its Youth Symposium on Nov. 
16. One of EnterCircle’s goals is to 
cultivate entrepreneurship and educate 
students on the possibilities that exist 
locally and globally.

This year, students will hear from suc-
cessful business leaders from a variety 
of industries on how they were able to 
“thrive with purpose” in their profes-
sional careers and personal lives. 

Raghu Misra, founder of Sapna 
Foundation and the link, is dedicated to 
supporting the entrepreneurial pursuits of 
the youth in Northeast Florida.

“It is our duty and passion to pass on 
our practical knowledge and entrepre-
neurial life experiences to youth,” Misra 
said. “We are excited to have students 
attend the youth symposium so they may 
learn from inspirational speakers.”

To execute this mission to empower 
young entrepreneurs, Sapna Foundation 
has partnered with the St. Johns County 
School District to bring students to En-
terCircle 2023. 

Emily Harrison, director of career and 
technical education at St. Johns County 
School District, is excited to bring 
students to EnterCircle from the career 
academies of Ponte Vedra High, Pedro 
Menendez High, Bartram Trail High and 
Creekside High.

“Having EnterCircle with guest speak-
ers gives another level of entrepreneur-
ship interaction, and it gets students out 
into the field more and continues the 
conversation for longer. It makes the ex-
perience more enriching,” Harrison said. 

Speakers on this day of the summit 
aim to inspire the teens with topics and 
breakout rooms like how to find their 
purpose, design thinking and funding 
their business goals. 

The inspiring lineup of speakers 
includes Father Rich Pagano of St. John 
Paul II; Nick Crouch, co-CEO of DYNE 
Hospitality Group; Scott Maynard, vice 
president of economic development, St. 
Johns County Chamber of Commerce; 
Marc Montemerlo, senior recovery engi-
neer at SpaceX; and more. 

Harrison believes the speakers at En-

terCircle will offer valuable insights to 
the students that they can take with them 
into the rest of their careers. 

“The interesting thing is that you never 
know when a speaker will say something 
that resonates,” Harrison said. “People 
come back and say that this will be a 
defining moment. Any time we offer 
opportunities for guest speakers, you’re 
hoping experiences will resonate with 
the students, and we hope that it will in-
spire them to continue with something.”

Also on the agenda is a student pitch 
competition, where teams can pitch their 
business ideas to a panel of judges. From 

pitch to feedback, teams will have 15 
minutes to share their vision. 

EnterCircle has hosted an innova-
tion competition for the past two years. 
Student teams developed a business plan 
and then pitched their ideas to judges, 
who offered feedback and tips for im-
proving their products and pitches. 

Some students took their ideas beyond 
the stage at EnterCircle by applying 
feedback from the judges and taking the 
next step toward making their project 
real.

“The competition gives students an 
opportunity to get feedback so that they 
can make adjustments to presentations 
and their ideas so that they can pitch 
it again,” Harrison said. “EnterCircle 
became a third opportunity where they 
can get in front of judges and a crowd. 
That opportunity has now also translated 
to students filing patents. It's taking it to 
the next level.”

More information on EnterCircle, the 
Youth Symposium and how to register 
for the pitch competition can be found 
on EnterCircle.zone.
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Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

844-55DEPOT
(844-553-3768)

Info1@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

SOLD IN SAWGRASS

Janet Westling, 
REALTOR®
904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of  Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed 
with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

“As a recent 2022 Chairmans 
Circle Gold Award recipient, 

representing the top 2%,  
I am committed to providing 

cutting edge marketing  
strategies, savvy negotiations 

and uncompromising integrity 
as the hallmark of my service.”  

- Janet Westling
FLORIDA HOME NETWORK

3253 Old Barn Rd. 656 Summer Place

OBITUARIES DEATH NOTICES

David Grayson McLinden
With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of 

our beloved husband, father and grandfather, David 
Grayson McLinden, who left this world on October 
2, 2023, at the age of 85. He was born on August 17, 
1938, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Dave was preceded 
into death by his parents, Fred and Phyllis McLin-
den, and his brother, Jeff McLinden.  

His legacy will forever be cherished by his devot-

ed wife, Suzanne (Rimmel), two children, Michele 
(Jim) Evanger of Ponte Vedra Beach, FL and Daryl 
(Kristen) McLinden of Chanhassen, MN, and three 
adoring grandchildren, Morgan McLinden, Sydney 
and Carson Evanger.

Dave was a devoted family man. He was a lov-
ing and supportive husband, a caring father, and a 
wonderful grandfather. His presence was a constant 
source of comfort, and his wisdom was a guiding 
light in the lives of those he held dear.

Dave was a man of passion and wonder, known for 
his deep fascination with the world of transportation. 
His love for cars, trains, and airplanes was a lifelong 
source of joy.  He maintained a constant positive at-
titude with everything he did and everyone he met.

A memorial service to honor Dave will be held on 
Saturday, November 4, 2023 at 1 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights, Illinois. 
Please join us in celebrating the remarkable life of 
a man who touched our hearts and left an indelible 
mark on our lives. In lieu of flowers, the family kind-
ly requests donations to be made in Dave’s honor to 
the American Heart Association, or to a cause close 
to your heart.

Dave, you will be deeply missed but never forgot-
ten. Your spirit will forever soar alongside the air-
planes you cherished, ride the rails of the trains you 
adored. May you find eternal peace on your journey, 
and may your memory continue to inspire us all.

Cynthia Stovall Akre
Cynthia Stovall Akre, 96, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Oct. 
12, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-
shalz.com. 

Raymond Alexander
Raymond Alexander, 94, of 
Ponte Vedra, Florida, died Oct. 
12, 2023. Ponte Vedra Valley 
Funeral Home, Cremation 
Center & Cemetery – 904-285-
1130 – www.pontevedravalley.
com

David Lee Alexander, Sr.
David Lee Alexander, Sr., 92, 
of Jacksonville, Florida, died 
Oct. 5, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-
shalz.com. 

Antionette Cammarata
Antionette Cammarata, 71, of 
Ponte Vedra, Florida, died Oct. 
10, 2023. Ponte Vedra Valley 

Funeral Home, Cremation 
Center & Cemetery – 904-285-
1130 – www.pontevedravalley.
com

Carol Christine Cassetta
Carol Christine Cassetta, 69, of 
Hortense, Georgia, died Oct. 
12, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-
249-1100

Edward Paul Keifer, Jr.
Edward Paul Keifer, Jr., 76, of 
Jacksonville, Florida, died Oct. 
11, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-
249-1100

Rita MaeRabjohn-Fincher
Rita MaeRabjohn-Fincher,74, 
of Jacksonville, Florida, died 
Oct. 13, 2023. Arrangements 
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-
249-1100



As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and your 
background.

I was born and raised in Hoboken, New 
Jersey, and spent most of my life in the 
New York city area. 

Prior to joining K9s, I worked at the 
9/11 Memorial & Museum as a senior vice 
president of marketing, ensuring that the 
stories from that day were never forgotten. 

Living just blocks from the Twin Tow-
ers on September 11, 2001, that day left an 
indelible mark, as it did for many. I have 
spent much of my career ensuring Ameri-
cans never forget 9/11. 

At K9s For Warriors, I am committed to 
ensuring that those who fought in conflicts 
resulting from that day and others are also 
not forgotten.

Before taking on the role of chief execu-
tive officer, I was the chief marketing and 
development officer at K9s for two years, 
effectively sharing the incredible impact 
of the K9s’ mission on both veterans and 
dogs, also increasing revenues by 70% in 
a one-year period.

I have spent the last 10 years in execu-
tive leadership, primarily in marketing, 
with previous work featured by the Wall 
Street Journal and Advertising Week.

Early in my career, I worked at leading 
media companies, including ABC News, 
and hold a B.A. from New York Univer-
sity and an M.B.A. from New York Uni-
versity Stern School of Business, where I 
specialized in marketing. 

More than anything, I am a family man, 
spending my free time with my two sons 
and amazing wife, Emily.

How long have you been involved with 
K9s For Warriors?

Three years. Two as chief marketing 
and development officer and one as chief 
executive officer.

 
What are your goals and objectives as 
CEO of K9s For Warriors?

The mission of K9s For Warriors is 
simple – to end veteran suicide through 
the healing power of service dogs. My 
goal is to continue fulfilling that mission 
by pairing more highly trained service 
dogs with veterans in need. 

Unfortunately, roughly 20 veterans die 
by suicide each day and we are deter-
mined to change that. Since our inception 
we have paired more than 900 veterans 
with lifesaving service dogs, but we have 
only just begun to reach the veterans in 
need. 

Graduates of the program are able to 
live a life that they previously did not 
think was possible. Many have reunited 

with their families, gone back to school, 
found renewed enjoyment in life, and 
significantly reduced their medications. 

The number of total successful warrior/
K9 graduate pairs is the best indication 
of our success in fulfilling our mission, 
which is why we are laser focused on 
getting more highly trained service dogs 
in the hands of veterans. We are about to 
go into the last months of 2023, and we 
are on track to graduate 160 warriors/K9 
pairs, which would be the most ever for 
any year in our history – a proud feat we 
are able to meet after the opening of our 
Davis Family Mega Kennel, allowing us 
to rescue and train more than double our 
capacity before. 

By focusing on quality and efficiency, 
we are on track to graduate our 1,000th 
warrior in 2024, a huge milestone for the 
organization that was founded in 2011, 
just 12 years ago. 

To do this we need enough high-quality 
dogs to pass their final skills test and be-
come service dogs to meet this need. This 
demands cross-organization coordination 
regarding training, kennel space, quality 
dog procurement, and effective warrior 
pairing.  

What are the most rewarding parts 
about your job?

It’s hard to express just how impactful 
and rewarding this job has been for me 
and for so many others passionate about 
K9s For Warriors. I have witnessed first-
hand how our service dogs save veteran 
lives. 

Every time a warrior steps foot onto 
our campus, overcoming doubts about 
whether or not this program will work for 
them, I have the privilege to witness that 
doubt transform into hope the moment the 
warrior meets their new companion. In the 
following days and weeks, I see the bur-
den many of our veterans have carried for 
years gradually fade away because there is 
nothing more disarming than the uncondi-
tional love and loyalty of a service dog.

The physiological changes service dogs 
bring about in our warriors enable them 
to thrive, while limiting or eliminating 
the need for pharmaceuticals that only 
help them cope. Ninety-two percent of 
our veteran graduates report a reduction 
in medication and 82% report a reduced 
suicidal ideation, according to a survey 
done by Flagler College.

By the end of their three weeks on cam-
pus, our warriors have slowly, but surely 
taken back control, no longer allowing 
their PTSD to dominate their lives. 

Fast forward to a year or three after 
their time at K9s, I have the pleasure of 
witnessing how much these warriors and 
their families’ lives have changed, the ac-

complishments they’ve achieved, all with 
their battle buddy by their side. These mo-
ments fuel my passion for my job. They 
are the reason why I, along with everyone 
at K9s For Warriors, continue to fulfill 
the mission – to instill renewed hope and 
independence in those who sacrificed so 
much for us.

What are some of the aspects of the 
industry that are more challenging that 
you have to account for?

What we do here at K9s For Warriors is 
not easy and it’s truthfully not cheap. With 
a majority of our dogs being rescues, our 
procurement team works tirelessly to find 
the best service dog candidates across the 
country. 

We believe wholeheartedly that every-
one deserves a second chance. If we can 
save the dog, and the dog then saves the 
veteran, that’s two lives saved. Ultimately, 
to rescue, meticulously train, and pair a 
service dog with a veteran with PTSD, 
traumatic brain injury, and/or military sex-
ual trauma, it costs roughly $30,000, but 
we provide that service dog at no cost to 
the veteran. We rely entirely on donations 
from those who believe in what we do. 

 
What are some of the ways K9s For War-
riors gets involved with the community?

Since we are a 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization, we simply could not do what we 
do without the outpouring of support and 
donations from countless businesses, fam-

ilies, and corporations across the country 
who believe in the power of service dogs.

From people in the community putting 
on events to benefit K9s For Warriors, to 
our incredible volunteers who cook meals 
for our warriors when they come and stay 
with us for three weeks, as well as our in-
credible corporate partners who help raise 
awareness and funds for us, we truly could 
not fulfill our mission without them. 

To learn more about our mission or if 
you know a loved one who may benefit 
from a service dog, please go to k9sfor-
warriors.org.

 
What do you enjoy most about living in 
the North Florida area?

As someone who grew up in the New 
York city area, I love having space and 
access to the beach. Before our move we 
lived in a five-story walk up with no el-
evator. The quality of life is much higher. 

My two kids have a backyard with a 
pool. Living in North Florida is a com-
plete change in my lifestyle, and I truly 
love it. My wife and I cook a lot of fish 
(from Kyle’s) and get to the beach any-
time we can.  
 
What do you like to do in your free time?

Whether we’re barbecuing at home or 
going to the beach, my free time is spent 
with my wife and two little boys. I also 
have a lot of siblings and extended family 
who are always visiting. Ultimately, I am 
a big family man.

Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 19, 20236   ONE OF US

Carl Cricco

Carl Cricco is the CEO of K9s For Warriors and has had the role for the past year. Having grown up in the New York city area, he 
and his family enjoy all that the First Coast has to offer and helping K9s For Warriors continue to achieve its mission of providing 
support to veterans locally.

Contributed photo
Carl Cricco is CEO of K9s For Warriors.
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bestbet St. Augustine  |  904.646.0001  |  800 Marketplace Dr., St. Augustine, FL |  I-95 exit 311

SPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIAL
October 22nd

1:30pm - 8:30pm

bestbet St. Augustine is paying out over $30,000 in cash and prizes on
Sunday October 22nd. Win a package into the $40 MILLION Guaranteed
WPT Championship at Wynn Las Vegas, a $5,000 seat into the bestbet

Scramble, a Cruise for 2 & so much MORE!

For more information and tickets call 
904.354.5547 or visit Jaxsymphony.org

Single tickets and  
subscription packages  
are still available for  
the 2023/24 season!

Music
For All

Courtney Lewis
Music Director
Haskell Endowed Chair

UPCOMING CONCERTS
Florida Blue Classical Series  
OCT 20/21  
Beethoven, Brahms & Dinnerstein

PNC Symphony in 60 Series  
OCT 26 
Classical Mix Tape

Paysafe Pops Series  
NOV 3/4  
Star Wars & More: 
The Music of John Williams

Florida Blue Classical Series  
NOV 10/11  
Mahler’s Symphony for Alma

Symphonic Night at the Movies Series 
NOV 17/18  
Home Alone

“The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, 
head in the sun, heart with nature. To nurture 
a garden is to feed not just the body, but the 
soul.” — Alfred Austin

By Kathy Esfahani

As fall nears, the colorful leaves 
of croton plants begin to stand out 
around Northeast Florida. Crotons 
(“crow-tun”) are tropical plants 
known for their bright and varied 
foliage featuring hues of red, orange, 
yellow, green and pink. There are 
an unlimited number of shapes 

and colors of croton leaves. These plants are easy to 
maintain and perfect for adding a splash of color to a 
landscape!

Crotons are perennials in the warm, humid climate 
of a tropical environment. Because they love the heat, 
they may lose their leaves in cooler temperatures, but 
they will typically recover as warm weather returns. 
Northeast Florida’s climate supports these plants, but 
they can struggle if temperatures stay too cool for too 
long — a freeze lasting several days will cause crotons 

to drop their leaves and may kill the plants.
Crotons look stunning when grouped together! They 

can be planted to line a walkway or fence, surround a 
palm tree or accentuate an entryway. In a landscape, 
crotons grow well with ixora, hibiscus, loropetalum, 
podocarpus and viburnum. Crotons are also successful 
in containers and can be potted to add interest to a patio, 
porch or pool area.

Consider the space available when selecting croton 
plants. There are dwarf varieties and also larger options 
that can grow up to 10 feet tall. When planting crotons, 
space the plants two to three feet apart. Crotons are 
well-suited to areas of full and/or shifting sun, but some 
varieties can tolerate partial shade. A reliable light 
source will allow the plant to develop and maintain its 
vibrant colors. Remember to water crotons regularly, but 
be very careful not to overwater. The plant needs water 
if the soil is dry to the touch or new leaves begin to wilt. 
The most popular croton varieties in Northeast Florida 

are the “Mammy” and “Petra” crotons.
Although crotons can be a wonderful addition to a 

landscape, they can be dangerous to curious children or 
pets! All parts of these plants are poisonous to humans 
and animals, particularly the seeds. In addition, the 
milky substance that oozes from a damaged croton 
can be irritating to the skin. Careful consideration of 
placement can allow safe use of this beautiful plant.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Croton

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens 
& Nursery shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Crotons
Flower of the Week

Croton

Crotons in landscape

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 19, 2023 COMMUNITY NEWS   9

NorthEastFloridaCoastHomes.com 

Congratulations to our September Leaders! 

Two locations to serve you! 
NOCATEE 

158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH 

100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 • (904) 280-1115 

Matt & Naomi Wilkinson 
Nocatee 

TURTLE SHORES                             
Custom built masterpiece with amazing ICW 
Marsh views! Gated Beach Access. 5 BR,                 

3.5 BA, 3,393 SF MLS 1219491 $1,095,000                                                                
Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163  

Southern Latitude Group 
Nocatee 

HARBOUR ISLAND                                                                           
Finest quality finishes & designer touches!  Also, 
an Elevator! 40' boat slip in yacht basin. 4 BR,                 
4.5 BA, 5,052 SF MLS 1248528 $3,299,000                                                  

Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 

THE PLANTATION AT PVB                                                 
Luxury Estate Pool home with amazing water to                
golf views! Chef’s kitchen & full home generator.                  
4 BR, 4 BA, 4,171 SF MLS 1221222 $2,150,000                                                                

Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

PACETTI NORTH BEACH               
Charming Florida home nestled in the Oak              

trees and immersed with natural light.                                    
3 BR, 2 BA, MLS 1246461 $774,500                                                                 

Cheryl Gillespie (904) 338-8697                                            

CARRIAGE CROSSING                           
POOL HOME on a large corner lot.                      

Meticulously renovated interior!  3 BR,                 
2 BA, 1,911 SF MLS 1251418 $459,000                                                                
Lara Hoffman (904) 465-3140  

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                  
Meticulous, waterfront home on a cul-de-sac 

street with an enclosed sunroom. 2 BR + Office, 
2 BA, 1,577 SF MLS 1251659 $545,000                                               
Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152  

Kelly Whitaker & Megan Hulling 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

SHEARWATER TOWNHOME                                   
Stunning townhome is move in ready! Built in 
2020. Bright, light & airy. 2 car garage. 3 BR,           

2.5 BA, 1,814 SF MLS 1242212 $425,000                                                                
Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868 

RESERVE AT GREENBRIAR                                     
Beautifully appointed upgrades! Water views!            

3 car tandem garage. 4 BR + Study & Loft,               
3 BA, 2,480 SF MLS 1249238 $605,000                                                                
Tammie Bryant (352) 598-5527  

VALENCIA                                       
Fully furnished, resort-style condo living!                

Contemporary remodel. 2 parking spaces.             
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,622 SF MLS 1241966 $549,000             

Malia Finger (904) 994-8444 

KINGSTON DUNES                    
OCEANFRONT!  Stunning ocean views from 
every level, 3 story, furnished home. 4 BR,               

4.5 BA, 2,974 SF MLS 1251400 $2,000,000                                                                
Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

Susie Mullinax 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

SURF VILLAS CONDO                                                                           
1st floor FULLY FURNISHED condo with              
gorgeous panoramic oceanfront views!               

1 BR, 1 BA, 880 SF MLS 1247995 $899,900                                                  
Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                            
CDD BOND IS PAID OFF!  Designer home in  

Active Adult Community. 2 BR + 2 Flex              
Spaces, 2 BA, 1,565 SF MLS 1247311 $539,900                                                               

Brian Sacks (904) 901-6205  

LIGHTHOUSE POINTE                
3 Story townhome offering luxury & comfort 
with a Private Elevator.3 BR + Flex Space,  

3 BA, 2,809 SF MLS 1251563 $743,000                                      
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

OUTLOOK AT TWENTY MILE                            
Spacious David Weekley POOL HOME! Lake 
views in front & back of home. 4 BR, 4 Full &       

2 Half BA, 3,795 SF MLS 1252083 $1,350,000                                                   
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

Ron Horst 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH                    
Stunning coastal retreat! Exquisite property 

includes guest house. 6 BR, 6 Full & 2 Half BA, 
6,192 SF MLS 1242660 $8,750,000                                               

Kelly & Megan (904) 233-1991                                            

VILANO BEACH                             
OCEANFRONT! Ocean views throughout the 

home. 5 Decks!  Ground level apartment. 4 BR,                 
4.5 BA, 2,531 SF MLS 1250414 $1,448,000                                                                

Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163  
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something we could all do together as a 
family.”

The grassroots family fun project 
quickly captured Tarr’s passion for cre-
ativity and next thing she knew she was 
touring up and down the neighborhood 
to find sticks that would have the best 
potential of becoming a witch broom.

“I ended up going absolutely manic 
that year and made like 30 of them for 
friends and family, because they were 
just really easy and weren’t refined at 
all at that time and it was something that 
I could just throw together and make a 
bunch,” Tarr said. 

Over the years, Tarr has developed 
not just her styles but the approach she 
puts into the process of designing each 
broom.

“It has just kind of evolved, and by 

the third year I started doing some pop-
up booths at some smaller markets,” 
Tarr said.

Since then, she has done Riverside 
Arts Market and recently has focused 
solely on Comic-Cons coming to the 
local area.

Part of that evolution in the process 
includes the way she goes about sourc-
ing the wood for her broom handles; 
she no longer searches around for limbs 
in the neighborhood, but now she has 
a deal with someone in Tennessee that 
grows, cuts and ships the wood to her as 
blank branches.

“I was putting a lot of effort finding 
the sticks on my own and then treating 
them with natural pesticides, debarking 
them, sanding them and painting them,” 
Tarr said. “It definitely saves me so 
much time and I can count on the con-
sistency of my brooms being there.”

However, one thing that has not 
changed is how much Tarr enjoys doing 
it and the reasons she started doing it in 
the first place.

“We have a ton of kids in the neigh-
borhood, and they all just love it,” Tarr 
said. “They call me the ‘broom lady’ 
and my son just loves to brag about how 
his mom is a witch, and I can’t deny 

it because I do have a garage full of 
brooms.”

One of the things Tarr is proud of is 
that her brooms go far beyond Hallow-
een and the fall months, and she can 
make custom brooms that people can 
hang up and enjoy as a decorative piece 
in their house all year long.

“For example, I had a friend recently 
reach out to me and ask if I could de-
sign her a coastal style broom, so, like 
aqua and beige colors with seashells or 
starfish in it,” Tarr said. “I had never 
thought of doing that before, but I made 
it and realized how beautiful it is, so I 
started making more of them. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to be a Halloween or 
harvest theme.”

Tarr’s company slogan is “a pumpkin 
lasts a season, but a broom lasts for-
ever,” and that is reflective in the array 
of decorative styles that her brooms can 
convey.

Looking to the future, Tarr wants to 
continue to focus on attending her share 
of Comic Cons, as she has found that 
Harry Potter fans are fascinated with 
what she is doing.

To see her selection of various 
brooms or to place a custom order, go to 
the Demilune Brooms page at etsy.com.

Ponte Vedra/Nocatee 
Representative Wanted 

If you said “Yes” to all 3, then email  
info@beacheshomecare.com for more info. 

#30212177

THE

20232023

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra

Do you like helping others?
Do you support “Aging in Place”?

Do you like creating your own schedule?

PV3-LV45888
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www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
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• Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute
• Custom sized carpets

and rug pads

Photos by Anthony Richards
Tarr creates a variety of broom styles, including doing customized orders.

Demilune Brooms started as a fun family project, and Tarr’s family continues to be deeply 
involved.

Broom
Continued from 1



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 19, 2023 COMMUNITY NEWS   11

BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY

NEW 2023 EVENTS ON SALE NOW!

NOVEMBER 2 - 5, 2023

Tickets include unlimited tasting bites and wine, beer and spirits samples with a souvenir glass!

VILANO BEACH, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL | WHISKEYWINEANDWILDLIFE.COM

TICKETS IN
CLUDE 

UNLIM
ITED TASTIN

G

BITES, W
IN

E, B
EER & SPIRITS 

SAMPLES W
ITH A SOUVENIR CUP!

A CULINARY WEEKEND LIKE NO OTHER

Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife Schedule includes: Thursday, 11/2, W3 Wine Dinner at Pesca by Michael’s, Friday, 11/3, Master Classes and 
Vilano A1A Soirée, Saturday, 11/4, GTM Research Reserve Guided Tour and Wine & Cheese Reception and the W3 Grand Tasting in 

downtown Vilano Beach and Sunday 11/5 finale, all-inclusive Jazz Brunch.

Official Charity Partner

BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY

SPONSORED BY

The above logo’s are set to PMS 369U and PMS 3005U
Please adjust the color break to match the desired destination

based on the supplied color legend.

Official Automotive 
Sponsor

PRESENTED 
BY
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When you need care quickly — Ascension St. Vincent’s 
ERs are here 24/7 and backed by leading heart, surgical 
and trauma specialists who listen to quickly understand 
and care for your needs. Before you leave, our ER care 
team connects you to your follow-up care, including 
specialist appointments, labs, imaging and Ascension Rx 
or your preferred pharmacy. 

To find your nearest Ascension St. Vincent’s ER  
or chat with us, visit ascension.org/StVincentsCare

Open 24/7 for emergency care at 
locations near you

Leading
the way in 
emergency care

Ascension St. Vincent’s
St. Johns County Emergency Room 
205 Trinity Way #ER
St. Johns, FL 32259
904-293-1796

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved.

Schemitz speaks about relationship 
violence on Ponte Vedra swim senior day
By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra High swimming and 
diving team hosted its last regular season 
swim meet on Oct. 7 with Nease and 
Beachside High Schools also taking part.  

The meet was senior day for Ponte Ve-
dra High and included several festivities, 
including Madison Schemitz speaking 
with the three teams and their parents 
before the meet.  

Schemitz shared her story and informa-
tion about the One Love club that she 
started at Ponte Vedra High with the goal 
of helping raise awareness of relationship 
violence and what to look for. 

“My name is Madison Schemitz, and 
as many or all of you know, this past 
summer I became a survivor of dating 
violence,” Schemitz said. “I was stabbed 
17 times resulting in a spinal cord injury 
that left me paralyzed from the chest 
down.”

It was her tragic experience that led 
her to develop a partnership with the One 
Love Foundation, which is a nonprofit 
organization that was created by Sharon 
Love, whose daughter Yeardley Love was 
tragically killed by her ex-boyfriend at 

the University of Virginia in 2010.
“They empower young people with 

the tools and resources they need to 
see the signs of healthy and unhealthy 
relationships and bring life-saving 
prevention education to their communi-
ties,” Schemitz said. “My goal is to help 

spread awareness of abuse throughout our 
community. You never know what people 
are going through. It’s more than just ro-
mantic relationships, it’s friends, families, 
parents, teachers, coaches and so on. One 
Love doesn’t just provide you the educa-
tion of what to do if you’re experiencing 

firsthand abuse, but also how to help 
someone else see the signs of it.”

With October also being domestic 
violence awareness month, Schemitz 
has been making speaking appearances 

Contributed photo
Madison Schemitz spoke about relationship violence awareness during the Ponte Vedra High swimming and diving team’s senior day on Oct. 7.  

SCHEMITZ  continues on Page 13
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

DENTAL IMPLANTS & 
HYBRID DENTURES

If you’ve been self-conscious because of missing one or more of your teeth, your trusted 
team at Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center is here to help. We are proud to offer 
dental implants, the best alternatives to your natural, healthy teeth. Once in place, your new 

restorations will look and function just like your natural teeth! Another solution for missing teeth 
is dentures. Dentures are tooth replacements used to restore some or all your missing teeth. 
Today’s modern restorations are more beautiful, comfortable, and durable than ever before!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Implant-Supported Dentures

• A single tooth implant
• Implant-supported bridges
• Implant-supported dentures or partials

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

at various stops, including one at the 
University of North Florida as she strives 
to create awareness for those in college as 
well as for those in high school.

“My goal is to be here for as many 
people as I can be. Having the proper 
education could save a life. If you aren’t 

yet a part of One Love at Ponte Vedra and 
are looking to, any and all are welcome. 
If you are looking to start a One Love 
chapter at your high school, I encourage 
you to do so. All of their information is 
on One Love’s website, if you’re inter-
ested in learning more about how you can 
get involved.  Thank you all for having 
me, listening and learning more about 
One Love’s mission. Happy senior night 
and Go Sharks!”

Schemitz has received much support 
from the community since her incident, 
with many using #madisonstrong on their 
social media platforms in order to show 
their support.

A gofundme account was created and 
remains in effect for anyone in the com-
munity looking to help Schemitz and her 
family as they continue to pay off the 
doctor bills that they accumulated follow-
ing the incident. 

Residents can go to www.gofundme.
com/f/help-for-madison-schemitz-and-
family to donate to the cause and help 
them as they continue to recover from 
that difficult day.

Schemitz is not allowed to give inter-
views due to the ongoing investigation 
but gave her permission for The Recorder 
to use the quotes in the story, which were 
part of the statement she shared during 
senior day.

Schemitz
Continued from 12

Contributed photos
She has also shared her message of awareness at other events, including one at the University 
of North Florida.

 Schemitz shared her story and information about the One Love club that she started at Ponte 
Vedra High with the goal of helping raise awareness of relationship violence and what to look 
for.
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By Kellie Smith

On Monday evening, Oct. 9, the 
Northeast Florida community gathered 
for a vigil on the University of North 
Florida’s campus to pray for and mourn 
victims after a surprise terrorist attack 

on Israel was carried out by Hamas on 
Oct. 7, 2023 — during the celebration 
of the Jewish holiday Simchat Torah —
causing carnage on both sides.

On Tuesday evening, Oct. 10, our 
community came together once again 
to stand united with our friends and 

family in Israel at the Solidarity with 
Israel Community-Wide Gathering 
hosted at the Jacksonville Jewish Cen-
ter; 875 individuals attended in person 
and the over 200 viewers watched the 
livestream online.

On Friday, Oct. 13, the Martin J. Got-

tlieb Day School organized a fundraiser, 
asking for donations in return for baked 
goods, wristbands and blue ribbons in 
support of Israel. The students will also 
be making cards and sending notes of 
support to soldiers.

Throughout the week, as we have 
painstakingly watched devastating 
tragedies unfold overseas, we have wit-
nessed people of all religions, races and 
ethnicities from across the city of Jack-
sonville come together to support Israel 
and to combat hate-fueled terrorism.

In the wake of the horrific events in 
Israel, many have expressed concerns 
about their security and safety here in 
our own community, especially that of 
our children. Since the terrorist attacks 
on Oct. 7, Jacksonville, St. Johns and 
Clay County sheriff’s offices have add-
ed additional patrols to all Jewish facili-
ties and schools. The Jewish Federation 
& Foundation of Northeast Florida and 
the Secure Community Network (SCN) 
are in constant communication with 
state, local and federal law enforcement 
officials regarding the tracking and 
evaluation of credible threats and all are 
being taken extremely seriously.

Community Security Director Alex 
Silverstein has been made aware of 
propaganda circulating on the internet 
and social media which calls for the 
targeting of the Jewish community with 
violence. All such threats have cur-
rently been determined to be unfounded 
but will continue to be closely followed 
— not only in relation to the terrorism 
occurring this past week, but in the 
overall rise in domestic antisemitism 
this past year.

This form of emotional terrorism 

Meet Erica Courtney with her exclusive Red Carpet Jewelry Collection
and 2023 Drop Dead Gorgeous® pieces adorned with vivid colored stones.

SAN MARCO SQUARE
Tuesday, October 17th and Wednesday, October 18th

SHOW HOURS 10 AM - 5:30 PM

THE SHOPPES OF PONTE VEDRA
Thursday, October 19th - Saturday, October 21st
SHOW HOURS THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 10 AM - 6 PM

SSHOW HOURS Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM

Appointments Recommended

Bring in your unworn jewelry and have it redesigned and repurposed.

MEET THE DESIGNER TO THE HOLLYWOOD STARS

ERICA COURTNEY TRUNK SHOW

A community responds to terrorism
GUEST COLUMN

TERRORISM  continues on Page 16

THINKING OF
ADVERTISING 

IN THE
RECORDER?

For more
informa�on

call
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 19, 2023 COMMUNITY NEWS   15

Our plans include benefits like:

Plus, more! With the variety of plans CarePlus has to offer, you can find the best plan for your coverage needs.

Jacksonville area. CarePlus is an HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in CarePlus depends on contract renewal. 
CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP): This plan is available to anyone receiving both Medicare and Medicaid: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB/QMB+), Specified Low-Income 
Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB/SLMB+), Qualifying Individuals (QI), Qualified Disabled and Working Individuals (QDWI) and other Full Benefit Dual Eligibles (FBDE). Sponsored by 
CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. and the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration. No amounts on the CarePlus Spending Account card can be combined or used to purchase 
Medicare-covered prescriptions or services, nor can it be converted to cash. The Part B giveback benefit pays part or all of your Part B premium and the amount may change based 
on the amount you pay for Part B. Referrals and/or authorization may be required for certain specialists. Important: At CarePlus, it is important you are treated fairly. CarePlus Health 
Plans, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, gender, 
gender identity, disability, age, marital status, religion, or language in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs 
and activities. The following department has been designated to handle inquiries regarding CarePlus’ non-discrimination policies: Member Services, PO Box 277810, Miramar, FL 
33027, 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). Auxiliary aids and services, free of charge, are available to you. 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). CarePlus provides free auxiliary aids and services, 
such as qualified sign language interpreters, video remote interpretation, and written information in other formats to people with disabilities when such auxiliary aids and services are 
necessary to ensure an equal opportunity to participate. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our Member Services number at 1-800-794-5907. Hours 
of operation: October 1 – March 31, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 – September 30, Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. You may leave a voicemail after hours, Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays and we will return your call within one business day. Español (Spanish): Esta información está disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Favor de llamar 
a Servicios para Afiliados al número que aparece anteriormente. Kreyòl Ayisyen (French Creole): Enfòmasyon sa a disponib gratis nan lòt lang. Tanpri rele nimewo Sèvis pou Manm 
nou yo ki nan lis anwo an.                                                                                                             H1019_MKBNDMFNPRvarofplans2024_M

CareFree Platinum (HMO)

$1,440 back a year 
on your Part B premium! 
$120 added monthly to your Social 
Security check.

$0 dental copay for 
covered services like 
fillings, extractions, deep 
cleanings, and more
Quantity limits apply.

CareOne Platinum (HMO)

$10 specialist copay

$2,000 yearly dental 
allowance for covered 
services like dentures, root 
canals, crowns, fillings, 
extractions, deep cleanings, 
and more
Quantity limits apply.

CarePlus offers a variety of Medicare Advantage plans 
designed with you in mind, and we want to help you 

choose your plan with confidence.

Medicare Advantage plans for a 

vibrant life

Medicare’s Annual
Enrollment Period

Call a licensed CarePlus sales agent today for personalized help exploring your options.  

CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP)
For those with Medicare and Medicaid

$250 each month to spend 
on covered groceries, rent, 
utilities, and other purchases 
with the CarePlus Spending 
Account Card

$1,000 yearly dental 
allowance for covered 
services like dentures, root 
canals, crowns, fillings, 
extractions, deep cleanings, 
and more

CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP)
For those with Medicare and Medicaid

New!

855-280-4538 (TTY: 711)
ExploreCarePlus.com
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© Baptist Health 2023

Physicians providing care at our hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals.

Where you  
deliver matters. 
Choose Beaches OBGYN to have 
your baby at Baptist Beaches. 

Baptist Medical Center Beaches 
1350 13th Avenue South
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

There’s no day more special than when you have your baby. Where you have your baby 
should be special too. 

Baptist Beaches has beautifully renovated maternity suites with advanced medical care and 
all the comforts moms and babies deserve. 

To deliver at Baptist Beaches, you’ll need an OB who has privileges at our hospital. 
Beaches OBGYN is the only practice that delivers here.

For a full list of OBs  
and to learn more, visit  

baptistjax.com/beachbabydoc.

is meant to deter us from our daily 
routines, activities, and adversely affect 
our emotional stability. This is hard to 
hear at a time like this, but if we allow 
them to intimidate us into not living our 
lives, they have won without firing a 
shot.

Let us show the power of our North-
east Florida Community by responding 
and leading with unity, with strength, 
with support and with love. This is not 
about sides; it’s about humanity. You 
don’t have to be Jewish. You don’t 

have to be Israeli. As mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons, brothers and sisters, 
collectively, our hearts yearn for non-
violence. 

Our community members, friends 
and family in Israel are in our hearts 
and minds as we send our thoughts and 
prayers for those who have been killed 
and injured, their grieving loved ones, 
and all who are still in harm’s way. 
Together, with a shared belief in peace 
and justice, Northeast Florida can work 
together to create a beacon of hope for 
Israel, for innocent Palestinians and the 
many others affected by these heinous 
acts of terror.

What you can do to help:

Our local Jewish Federation & 
Foundation of Northeast Florida’s 2023 
Israel Emergency Fund is supporting 
many of the greatest needs in Israel 
right now, including:

• Providing cash assistance to 
families of those who have been killed, 
wounded or kidnapped through the Jew-
ish Agency’s Victims of Terror Fund.

• Funding flights to bring Israelis 
traveling overseas back home to Israel 
to assist in humanitarian aid, security 
efforts and the rebuilding of destroyed 
infrastructure.

• Relocation support to people from 
the southern and northern border towns.

• Providing medical equipment to 
public hospitals in the south of Israel 
including Soroka Medical Center in 
the Negev, which to date has received 
nearly 800 wounded soldiers and civil-
ians, and Barzilai University Medical 
Center, which sustained a rocket attack 
that caused significant damage. Despite 
this, they have treated more than 530 
wounded to date.

• Supporting civilian organizations 
conducting emergency operations and 
recovery efforts, including Magan Da-
vid Adom and United Hatzalah, which 
have treated thousands of victims of 
terror and have quickly depleted sup-
plies that were meant to be used over 
months and not mere days. Also, Zaka, 
the only organization authorized by the 
Israeli police to identify and handle the 

bodies of victims. 
Please visit www.jewishjackson-

ville.org/2023israelemergencyfund to 
donate.

Additionally, please mail in cards 
and/or drawings of support to their 
local office. They will be scanning in 
everything they receive and distributing 
them via care packages on the ground 
in Israel. The address is Jewish Federa-
tion & Foundation of Northeast Florida, 
8505 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 
32217.

Other vital and trusted organizations 
that are mobilizing on behalf of Israeli:

• American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (www.jdc.org) 

• Magen David Adom Emergency 
Response (www.mdais.org) 

• United Hatzalah Emergency Medi-
cal Response (www.israelrescue.org) 

• The Jewish Federations of North 
America (www.jewishfederations.org) 

• The Jewish Agency for Israel and 
Fund for Victims of Terror’s Emergency 
Fund (www.jewishagency.org) 

• IsraAID (www.israaid.org)  
• Friends of the Israel Defense Forces 

(www.fidf.org) 
• Hadassah (www.hadassah.org) 
• Jewish National Fund (www.jnf.

org) 
• Leket Israel: The National Food 

Bank (www.leket.org) 
•  ZAKA Israel Emergency Response 

(www.zakaworld.org)

TERRORISM
Continued from 14
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Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.

Dame Helen Mirren helps retro-set ‘Yellowstone’ with ‘1923’
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Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.
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Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats
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Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.
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of real estateof real estate
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I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me
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DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022
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PonteVedraRecorder.com

December 1, 2022
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75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

Florida Man Games a crazy 
new sports competition

Fluff up your mullet, pull on your best pair of jorts 
and abandon all rational thought with an all-new 
event that promises to be the wildest competition 
sporting event on Earth. The Florida Man Games are 
coming to Francis Field in downtown St. Augustine 
on Feb. 24 and will feature the most unconventionally 
talented people around.

“These games are just like the Florida Man head-
lines,” says Pete Melfi, festival organizer and owner/
founder of St. Augustine-based news outlet The 904 
Now. “As someone who covers Florida news, you 
think you’ve seen it all, and then something comes 
along that still manages to surprise you! I thought, 
let’s embrace this and make it fun. This is a legal way 
for all to enjoy the Florida Man lifestyle. And we’re 
doing some good while we’re at it.”

The Florida Man Games will begin at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 24, at Francis Field, 25 W. Castillo Drive 
in downtown St. Augustine. The festival features a 
host of crazy and irreverent games, including the 
Evading Arrest Obstacle Course; A Catalytic Con-
verter, Two Bikes, And A Handful Of Copper Pipes 
Race Against Time; and Beer Belly Sumo Wrestling, 
to name a few. The festival will also feature entertain-
ment like a mullet contest, as well as cultural dem-
onstrations featuring alligators, datil peppers, SWAT 

vehicles and more.
The Florida Man Games will benefit the Jimmy Jam 

Community Outreach, a local 501(c)(3) that helps 
local residents in need. Tickets are currently avail-

able for purchase. Field tickets cost $45 per person 
and are limited. For the true Florida Man experience, 
grab VIP tickets at $145 per person that guarantees 
reserved bleacher seating during the games, plus 
drinks, climate-controlled VIP area and restrooms 
and celebrity meet & greets. For an additional $50, 
festivalgoers can get a selfie and an autograph with 
the esteemed judges.

“With a competition this off-the-walls, we knew we 
needed some refs that were used to wild situations,” 
said Melfi. “Who better than the hardest-hitting for-
mer American Gladiators in the game: Dan “Nitro” 
Clark and Lori “Ice” Fetrick? As crazy and wild as 
this all sounds, these will be some intense games! Our 
competitors will have to really let their inner Florida 
Man loose.”

Tickets for The Florida Man Games are on sale 
now. For more information or to purchase tickets, go 
to thefloridamangames.com.

Looking to compete? Teams of five can sign up for 
a chance to compete at the games — only those with 
peak Florida Manliness (and Womanliness!) will be 
considered. Teams must consist of five members, and 
all must be 18 years of age or older, with at least one 
being 21 years of age or older. To sign your team up, 
go to thefloridamangames.com/about-4.
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Pink Ribbon Jax prepares for soiree Oct. 21
By Anthony Richards

Pink Ribbon Jax has its sights set on 
raising awareness for breast cancer by 
promoting screenings and raising money 
to provide free mammograms through-
out the year, but October is probably 
it busiest with it also serving as breast 
cancer awareness month.

The all-volunteer nonprofit organi-
zation’s biggest fundraiser is the Pink 
Ribbon Soiree and the 2023 event is 
scheduled for Oct. 21 beginning at 7 
p.m.

As has been the case in the past, the 
event’s presenting sponsor is Fields 
Auto Group and it will be held at Jaguar 
Land Rover Jacksonville located at 
11217 Atlantic Blvd.

Proceeds from ticket sales of the event 
go toward supporting Pink Ribbon Jax’s 
ongoing mission to help eliminate breast 
cancer by offering free mammograms to 
those living locally that cannot other-
wise afford it.

The organization’s free mammogram 
program is made possible through a 
partnership with Baptist Health and the 
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville.

Tickets for the event are $250 and 
cocktail attire is recommended to be 

worn by all those attending. Go to 
pinkribonjax.org and search the events 
tab to buy tickets for the soiree.

The fun elegant evening will include a 
toast to “warriors in pink,” which are all 
those who have battled and are currently 
battling breast cancer in attendance.

Both silent and live auctions will be 
held on the night, as well as drawings 
that will serve as other means of raising 
funds for the cause.

Pink Ribbon Jax’s 2023 goal is to 

raise enough money to fund 1,500 
mammograms for uninsured women 
and men. Each mammogram costs about 
$300.

Although the fundraiser is the orga-
nization’s largest of the year, they have 
shown an ability to bring the community 
together to support the cause.

There is none more evident than 
Pink Ribbon Jax’s “light Jax pink,” in 
which they worked with the City of 
Jacksonville and private corporations to 

shine pink lights on their buildings and 
bridges during the week of Oct. 1-8.

Some of the participants in this 
year’s “light Jax pink” campaign, were 
Maxwell House, Dailey’s Place, the 
San Marco Lions Fountain, the Acosta 
Bridge and Atlantic Beach city hall.

Photos courtesy of Pink Ribbon Jax
San Marco Lions Fountain took part in 
helping Pink Ribbon Jax spread the word of 
breast cancer awareness during October.

The Acosta Bridge lit pink.

Noc’n Out Breast 
Cancer donates $20k to 

DONNA Foundation

Painting With a Twist 
teams up with Pink 

Ribbon Jax

Contributed photo
Noc’n Out Breast Cancer presented a $20,000 check donation to Jacksonville Mayor Donna 
Deegan and The DONNA Foundation during the DONNA 5k at TPC Sawgrass on Oct. 7. 

Photo courtesy of Pink Ribbon Jax
Painting With a Twist in Ponte Vedra Beach hosted a Pink Ribbon Jax fundraising event 
that raised donations for free mammograms as well as promoting awareness through a fun 
social event. 
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Here’s a look at a few fun local au-
tumn and Halloween events coming up 
soon.

Halloween Harvest in Nocatee
The theme of this week’s Farm-

ers Market in Nocatee is Halloween 
Harvest. Sponsored by Lovelace Family 
Dentistry, there will be kids’ crafts, 
vendors, live music from STR8UP and 
more. The event will be held from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 21.

Trunk or Treat event is Sunday
Ascension St. Vincent’s St. Johns will 

host a free Trunk or Treat Boo Bash 
from noon to 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 22, at 
205 Trinity Way, St. Johns.

There will be candy, prizes, food 
trucks, face painting and more. Cos-
tumes are encouraged. Don’t forget to 
bring a treat bucket.

Fall Festival to offer fun for the 
whole family

There will be food trucks, live music, 
a bounce house, hayrides and more dur-
ing the St. Francis Fall Festival, which 
will start at 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 22, at 

The Hope Pavilion, 895 Palm Valley 
Road, Ponte Vedra. Sponsored by Smart 
Soiree.

Hastings plans Fall Festival of Art
The inaugural Hastings Main Street 

Fall Festival of Art will be held from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 25, at the 
Historic Stanton Ford Building, 301 N. 
Main St. and surrounding areas in down-
town Hastings.

This collaboration between Hastings 
Main Street and the St. Augustine Art 
Association promises a fusion of artistic 
expression, cultural celebration and 
community engagement. There will be 
food trucks, live music, vendors, a kids’ 
zone and lots of art.

Railroad historian and author Dr. Seth 
H. Bramson will discuss “The Florida 
East Coast Railway: 
America’s Speedway 
to Sunshine for 
Over 125 Years.”

Also, two of the 
original High-

waymen artists, R. L. Lewis and Curtis 
Arnett, will give live art demonstrations 
and make guest appearances.

Admission to the juried art show is $1. 

Admission to the Outdoor Fall Festival 
is free. For more information, go to 
hastingsfl.org/festival-of-art.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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SPECTACULAR NEW GATED WATERFRONT COMMUNITY NEAR FLAGLER BEACH

GRAND OPENING EVENT 
NEW Phase Lot Release – Larger Estate-Style Lots – From Only $169,880 

OCTOBER 28-29 
Planned Water Access For ALL Lots 

 

ALL NEW  
LOT RELEASE –  

NEVER OFFERED  
BEFORE!

New Limited Estate-Style Property Offering 

CALL TODAY 386-999-3316 
Tours Available by Appointment Only

Learn More at  
VerandaBayFla.com

Scan to visit us online.

All renderings, site plans, digital images, etc. are used to depict current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice.  *Marina facilities are subject to approval of relevant governmental agencies.

PRIME LOCATION
• Private, gated access on John Anderson Highway
• Just across the nearby bridge from Flagler Beach, one of the area’s 

most beautiful beaches
• Less than 30 minutes to Daytona Beach and St. Augustine;  

approx. one hour from Jacksonville and Orlando

PLANNED AMENITIES
• Clubhouse • Resort-Style Pool • Fitness Center • Pickleball 
• Tennis • Dog Park...and more!

BUY NOW, TAKE UP TO 5 YEARS TO BUILD
• Choose from some of the area’s best custom builders

 

 
ASK HOW TO BUY PROPERTY WITH YOUR IRA!

Excellent Financing Available 
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PVHS set to rock ‘Romeo and Juliet’
By Anthony Richards

The story of “Romeo and Juliet” is a 
classic, but the Ponte Vedra High School 
theatre department is set to put their spin 
on the production, and it involves rock 
and roll.

The play will be performed in a 
five-day stretch from Oct. 19-23, with 
showtime set for 7 p.m. each of the days, 

except for Oct. 22 when it will begin at 
2 p.m.

Many of the students involved in the 
play believe that their rock-and-roll 
version will add a new element to the 
age-old tale and be something that the 
audience will appreciate and gravitate to.

“The whole rock-and-roll take has been 
so much fun, because when you typi-
cally think of a Shakespearean play, it 

can seem kind of grueling to do on stage, 
but this has been such a blast,” said Cairo 
Maughan, playing Lord Capulet.

When theatre teacher Jason Nettles first 
introduced the idea, freshman Leina War-
ren, playing Juliet, was intrigued by what 
she was hearing and was just as excited 
to see how it all comes together as she 
believes the audiences will be.

“I like it a lot, because he’s allowed the 
audience to be more engaged,” Warren 
said. “I’ve found that sometimes when 
people are going to a classical Shake-
speare show it is a very similar audience 
a lot of the time, but I think if you’re 
trying to put on, especially a high school 
production, it has to cater to a lot of vari-
ous audiences. I feel like the costumes 
and the music and dancing will capture a 
wider range.”

Despite the modernization with the 
rock-and-roll theme, the old language as-
sociated with the time period of Shake-
spearean plays is being kept, so that it 
maintains that form of authenticity.

According to Maughan, it turned out 
to be a perfect mix of both new and old 
vibes.

“It is very unique, but also very origi-
nal at the same time,” Maughan said. 

The production is something that takes 
months of work and planning behind the 
scenes to make happen, from the lines 
and dance moves having to be learned by 
those acting on stage to the frantic stage 
setup that takes place behind the curtain 
from scene to scene.

No one understands the hard work and 
dedication that goes into making it hap-
pen more than those who are entrenched 
in the process.

However, all that work is also what 
makes opening night and each production 
so memorable.

“It makes you feel so proud because 
it’s something that you’ve been working 
on for such a long time, and now you 
reach the point where it’s done and ready 
to be presented,” said Rigel Gruberg, 

who plays Tybalt. “It’s a lot of fun to be 
up there collaborating with your friends 
like this.”

Gruberg is one of many students that 
have been a part of the theatre department 
since freshman year, and looking back, 
the senior credits his time in the depart-
ment for who he has become as a person 
over the past several years. 

“Acting has caused me to grow so 
much as a person,” he said. “A lot of 
school is very factual, but acting is one 
of those things that also requires you to 
gather an emotional intelligence because 
you have to be able to put yourself into 
a character’s shoes. It allows you the op-
portunity to see how other people behave 
the way they do and in turn look closer at 
yourself and why you do the things you 
do.”

Although Warren is a freshman, she has 
her share of experience to lean on, having 
been in past productions in seventh and 
eighth grades. 

However, this is by far the most 
predominant role she has had, and with 
that comes more lines to learn, but it is 
something that she knew going in and 
believes that she has put in the work at 
home to study the script and is confident 
her efforts will come to fruition when it’s 
showtime.

“The amount of lines is quite crazy, but 
it’s awesome because I’ve always really 
had a love for Shakespeare,” Warren said. 
“I’m so happy I got picked for this role, 
and I’m ready for the lights to shine.”

Photos by Anthony Richards
A unique twist will include performing “Romeo and Juliet” in a rock-and-roll version.

The performance has been in the works with 
planning and preparation for the past couple 
of months.

Ponte Vedra High School’s theatre department will perform their version of “Romeo and Juliet” 
Oct. 19-23.

Please join JCDS for
 Kindergarten Mini-Moments!

D O  Y O U  H A V E  A  R I S I N G  K I N D E R G A R T N E R ?  

Jacksonville Country Day School

When:

1 0 0 6 3  B A Y M E A D O W S  R D .  J A C K S O N V I L L E ,  F L .  3 2 2 5 6  |  W W W . J C D S . C O M / A D M I S S I O N S / M I N I - M O M E N T S

Who:
Children entering
Kindergarten for
the 24/25 school

year. 

What:
Your child will have the

opportunity to explore our
campus with a JCDS teacher

doing fun and developmentally
appropriate activities while

parents tour our campus.

November 10, 2023 
 10:30 AM-12:15 PM

When: Register now:
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The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the 
classroom. Our graduates Seek Understanding as lifelong learners; 
Develop a Sense of Self earned through challenge; Live with Honor 
and Purpose, choosing to lead, do good, and serve others; and Pursue 
a Life of Faith, in a way meaningful to them while respecting the 
dignity of every human being. Across our Four Pillars — Academics, 
Athletics, Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life — Episcopal students find their 
passions while shaping who, not what, they will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

Publix donates $37K to support 
INK!’s Tools 4 Schools program

The St. Johns County Education Foun-
dation Inc., which operates as Investing 
in Kids (INK!), has received a donation 
of $37,187.84 from Publix Super Markets 
Inc. to benefit the nonprofit’s Tools 4 
Schools program.

Barry Rickelman, Publix district man-
ager, along with representatives from the 
management teams at local Publix retail 
stores, recently presented Cathy New-
man, INK! executive director, and staff 
members the charitable contribution. 

“Publix is honored to support INK!’s 
efforts to help provide school supplies 
to students in need so they can focus on 
what’s most important, learning,” said 
Hannah Herring, Publix media relations 
manager. “We are grateful to our custom-
ers and associates for their generous giv-
ing, which made this donation possible.”

According to a 2023 national survey 
conducted by AdoptAClassroom.org, 
on average, teachers across the country 
each spend $860 of their own money to 
purchase school supplies for students 
and classrooms. The purpose of INK!’s 
Tools 4 Schools program is to minimize 
expenses for educators and provide the 

academic supplies necessary for success 
with a goal of serving approximately 
3,200 teachers and 51,000 students 
countywide.

“We greatly appreciate this donation 
from Publix and Publix customers,” said 
Newman. “During the 2022 to 2023 
school year, Tools 4 Schools filled more 
than 1,950 supply orders for public 
school classrooms in St. Johns County 
saving teachers approximately $130,000 
in out-of-pocket costs to provide materi-
als for their students. The donation from 
Publix will fund the purchase of much 
needed educational supplies for teachers 
and students throughout the county.”

INK! launched the Tools 4 Schools 
program 14 years ago to provide pub-
lic school teachers in St. Johns County 
access to free school supplies for their 
students. Teachers can order needed 
supplies online directly from INK! dur-
ing the school year. Once an order is 
received, volunteers fill each order and 
deliver items to the teacher’s school. 
During the last two school years, teacher 
supply orders have increased by 40% 
each year. For the 2023-24 school year, 

INK! projects the savings to teachers will 
be approximately $150,000.

INK! promotes success for all St. Johns 
County public school students and teach-
ers by providing innovative programs, 
teacher support and classroom resources 
to benefit more than 51,000 students 

and approximately 3,200 teachers. INK! 
is a 501(c)3 education foundation with 
offices located at 1 Christopher St. in St. 
Augustine.

For more information, contact Newman 
at catherine.newman@stjohns.k12.fl.us or 
904-547-7120 or go to ink-stjohns.org.

Contributed photo
Publix Super Markets Inc. recently donated more than $37,000 to INK! for school supplies.
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WHERE ARTS AND
CREATIVITY GROW

SAVE THE DATE
Extravaganza: Saturday, February 24

100%
OF ENROLLED SENIORS
RECEIVE HIGH SCHOOL 

DIPLOMA

 

Top 1%
OF ARTS & 
ACADEMIC

 

HIGH SCHOOLS

90%
OF THE GRADUATES WILL

 

ATTEND COLLEGES, 
UNIVERSITIES AND 
CONSERVATORIES

21 Million
IN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

OFFERED TO THE 
GRADUATING CLASS

OF 2023 SENIORS

 

 

For more information about DA and auditions visit DA-arts.org
2445 San Diego Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32207
Where Arts and Academics Meet Excellence

Jacksonville’s Only Performing Arts High School

The Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra 
Beach Campus held its third annual 
International Festival on Oct. 11, with 
12 families offering presentations about 
10 countries, cultures and international 
experiences.

The day began with a globally focused 
opening ceremony in George Hall, which 
included the introduction of the students 
and parents who would be sharing their 
cultures. Grade five students also sang 
the traditional Spanish language folk 
song “De Colores,” led by lower school 
language teacher Linda Farber, and the 
entire student body enjoyed a colorful 
performance by dancers from the Venezu-
ela Marka Foundation.

Then, the students began 20-minutes 
rotations through campus classrooms, 
visiting the parent cultural presenters 
who shared demonstrations with students 
throughout the rest of the morning.

International Festival presenters and 
the countries/cultures they represented 
included: the Zuluaga family, Mexico; 
the Barakat family, Egypt; the Prado/
Iuliano families, Italy; the Kalinski fam-
ily, Ukraine; the Kahanda family, Sri 
Lanka; the Singh family, Germany; the 
Johnson family, Chile; the Jenkins family, 
Louisiana; the Lebow family, Hungary; 
the Zucconi family, Italy; and the Gruen-
baum family, Israel.

Cultures, community 
celebrated at Bolles

Contributed photos
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From here, 
they’ll learn from there.

The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement 
Program provides advanced instruction through 
global dialogue—sharing knowledge across our 

entire curriculum, including science, fine and 
performing arts, languages, athletics and more.

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

Learn more  
about Bolles 

GL&E program

Bolles students welcome 
home USS Detroit

Meteorologist speaks to 
Bolles third graders

During Bolles Homecoming Week, 
students on the Middle School Bartram 
Campus took part in a different kind of 
Homecoming activity — celebrating the 
return of the USS Detroit (Littoral Com-
bat Ship 7) to Naval Station Mayport.

Bolles middle school math teacher 
Ashlyn Watson organized the students as 
they made patriotic posters and gathered 
Gatorade, water and snacks for the Sept. 
27 military homecoming celebration, 
where she welcomed her husband Lt. 

John Watson home from deployment.
According to Lt. Watson, the USS De-

troit is the sixth ship of the namesake for 
the city of Detroit, Michigan, and is com-
manded by Commander Kyle Hickman. 
The current crew of the USS Detroit has 
proven themselves to be one of the most 
successful crews in the history of the 
LCS program. On the morning of Sept. 
29, the USS Detroit became the fifth LCS 
to decommission from active service in 
the United States Navy.

Action News Jacksonville meteorolo-
gist Garrett Bedenbaugh stopped by the 
Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach 
Campus on Oct. 10 to speak with grade 
three students about what it takes to 
become a meteorologist.

Students listened excitedly to Beden-
baugh’s presentation, in which he dis-
cussed the different career paths of those 
who study meteorology and said he knew 
he wanted to become a meteorologist 

when he was in third grade. Bedenbaugh 
also gave the Bulldogs insight into what 
a day in the life of an on-air forecaster 
looks like, from reading and interpreting 
data to delivering information to audi-
ences using a green screen.

Ponte Vedra Beach Head Stacey 
Hendershot joined lower school teachers 
Amy Coles ’98 and Pam Ganiel for his 
visit. Forecast says sunny skies for future 
meteorologists in attendance!

Contributed photo
Bolles Middle School Bartram Campus students prepare to welcome the USS Detroit.

Contributed photo
Meteorologist Garrett Bedenbaugh speaks to third grade students at Bolles Lower School 
Ponte Vedra Beach Campus.
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Visit our family of award-winning publications

An All-Access Pass To The Community News You Love
Visit pontevedrarecorder.com today to see what’s going on in Ponte Vedra,

 St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County
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Ximenez-Fatio House Museum receives grant
The Ximenez-Fatio House Museum 

in St. Augustine has been awarded a 
Small Museum Grant from the Insti-
tute of Museums and Library Services 
(IMLS). It will allow the museum staff 
to develop a process of research and 
analysis of its current marketing and 
promotion process. The end goal is to 
create a state-of-the-art marketing and 
promotion plan that will continue to 
evolve with the museum over time.  

“This will help us to determine what 
is benefiting the museum’s goals, what 
is new and successful in the media 
world today and what will best suit 
the museum to increase awareness, 
increase guest visitation and increase 
donor support and participation for the 
sustainability of the museum,” said 
Payson Tildon, executive director. “The 
museum is grateful and excited for 
this opportunity to work through the 
IMLS in order to develop staff skills in 
communication, digital promotion and 
utilization of the best media methods 
to ensure the continued success of our 
museum.”

The Ximenez-Fatio House Museum 
was completed in 1798 by Spanish 
merchant Andrés Ximenez, made of co-
quina stone. It became a boarding house 
throughout the 1800s, owned and oper-
ated by women. The National Society 

of Colonial Dames of America in the 
State of Florida purchased the property 
in 1939 and began the decades-long 
process of meticulously restoring and 
furnishing the home with the intent of 
making it a historic house museum. 

The Dames still own and operate the 
museum today. 

“As pillars of our communities, 
libraries and museums bring people 
together by providing important pro-
grams, services and collections. These 

institutions are trusted spaces where 
people can learn, explore and grow,” 
said IMLS Director Crosby Kemper. 
“IMLS is proud to support their initia-
tives through our grants as they educate 
and enhance their communities.”



Brides- and grooms-to-be select people 
who are near and dear to their hearts to 
be special parts of their momentous days. 
So the chance to participate in a friend’s 
or family member’s wedding is a great 
honor. 

A wedding party plays a key role 
in both the ceremony and reception. 
Participants do everything from helping 
couples make decisions to addressing 
invitations to providing emotional sup-
port. As so much is asked of the wedding 
party - particularly the maid/matron of 
honor and bridesmaids - it’s customary to 
bestow gifts on those people who devoted 
so much time and effort to the wedding. 
These potential bridesmaid gifts can 
serve as a thoughtful and unique to way 
to thank bridesmaids for all that they’ve 
done.

• Photo books: Gift the bridesmaids 
with photo books of carefully curated 
photographs taken throughout the wed-
ding planning experience. Pepper the 
books with other photos, such as images 
of you with the bridesmaids at fun mo-
ments throughout your lives together. 

• Portrait wine or champagne 
glasses: Beverage glasses customized 
with the bridesmaids’ likenesses painted 
or printed onto them make for great gifts. 
Bridesmaids will enjoy sipping their 

favorite drinks in special glasses for years 
to come.

• Personalized phone cases: Who 
doesn’t rely on their mobile phones these 
days? Treat your bridesmaids to some-
thing special with colorful phone cases 
with their names embossed or printed on 
the outsides.

• Wellness or spa gift card: After 
all of the running around for the wed-
ding, bridesmaids may need a little extra 
pampering. Gift cards to a local spa can 
fit the bill.

• Birthstone jewelry: Necklaces, 
rings or earrings become that much more 
special when they’re customized to the 
recipients. Purchase jewelry with your 
bridesmaids’ birthstones so they’ll be as 
unique as each woman.

• Friendship bracelets: Gift each 
bridesmaid with beaded friendship brace-
lets that features all of the ladies’ initials. 
Be sure to keep one for yourself, and you 
all can enjoy nights on the town showcas-
ing your special bracelets.

• Monogrammed robes or purses: A 

customized pocketbook, robe or another 
item bridesmaids will use every day can 
make for an extra-special item that will 
serve as a daily reminder of how much 
you appreciate them.

Bridesmaid gifts are a great way for 
brides to thank their bridesmaids for all 
that they’ve done to make a couple’s 
wedding day special. 
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Y O U R  C H O I C E  O F  S E R V I C E  $ 1 3 9  
( I N C L U D E S  S E R V I C E  F E E )

C A L L  9 0 4 - 6 7 4 - 4 7 7 2  T O  B O O K  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T .   

* O F F E R  V A L I D  T H R O U G H  N O V E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E  O N  W E D N E S D A Y S  A N D  T H U R S D A Y S

-  9 : 0 0 A M  T O  5 : 0 0 P M
 

R E F R E S H  F O R  F A L L  S P A  S P E C I A L S
S A W G R A S S  S I G N A T U R E  M A S S A G E  5 0  M I N U T E S

S A W G R A S S  S I G N A T U R E  F A C I A L  5 0  M I N U T E S
F I G  A N D  C O C O A  A N T I - A G I N G  B O D Y  W R A P  5 0  M I N U T E S

NOVEL GIFTS FOR BRIDESMAIDS

The most popular  
honeymoon destinations
Couples have different ideas regard-
ing what makes a great honeymoon 
destination. Some couples may want 
to spend their trips with toes in the 

sand as they relax on a secluded 
beach, while others might want to 
traverse rapids in a tandem kayak. 
Couples looking for inspiration can 
consider the 10 most popular hon-
eymoon locales as determined by a 

recent survey from Expedia.com.

1.United Kingdom
2. Dubai, United Arab Emirates

3. Paris, France
4. Florida

5. Los Angeles
6. Madrid to Seville, Spain

7. Rome, Naples and Amalfi Coast, Italy
8. St. Lucia
9. Iceland

10. The Maldives
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The Recorder presents the first ever Best of the 
Beaches, featuring your favorite businesses in 

Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, Atlantic Beach 
and Ponte Vedra Beach! This includes businesses in 

zip codes 32250, 32266, 32233, and 32082.

Readers will have the chance to nominate their 
favorite businesses in various categories online, such 
as auto & transporation, home & finance, food & drink 
and more! Online voting will begin once nominations 

are complete.

Give your favorite business the recognition they 
deserve, and nominate them as the Best of the Best 

in their category! 

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

NOMINATIONS 
BEGIN OCTOBER 6TH

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestofthebeaches

NOMINATIONS START:  
October 6th - November 6th 

VOTING STARTS:  
November 7th - December 7th 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED/ 
WINNER’S CIRCE PUBLISHES:  

December 28th 

Caring For Kids raffle 
to benefit local causes

Palm Valley Rotary Club is conducting a 
Caring for Kids raffle. It will benefit:

• Peace of Heart, a residential group home 
for young people with autism.

• Blessings in a Backpack, whose mission 
is to provide weekend food for school-aged 
children.

• Foundation of the Rotary Club of Palm 
Valley Charities.

To enter a drawing to win a private dinner 
for up to six people prepared by Executive 
Chef Cameron Walton, with relaxing soft 
chamber music provided by St. Augustine 
Symphony’s Bella Costa String Quartet, 
in the stately Wine Room at Ponte Vedra 
Beach’s Lodge and Club, go to palmvalley-
rotaryclub.org/page/caring-for-kids-raffle.

Also, there are 25 other raffle prizes, all 
of which are worth as at least as much as the 
$100 cost of one raffle ticket. Because only 
250 tickets are being sold, the odds of win-
ning a prize are greater than 10%.

Cash prizes are:
• Two ticket holders will win $250 cash.
• One ticket holder will win $200 cash.
• Three ticket holders will win $100 cash.
Other prizes include:
• Marsh Landing Country Club Golf for 

four 
• Youthful Medical Spa Microneedling 

Gift Certificate

• First Coast Register Magazine half-page 
ad 

• Underwood Jewelers Guy Harvey pen-
dant necklace

• TPC Valley Course Golf for four
• Youthful Medical Spa Hydrofacial Gift 

Certificate 
• Three Peace of Heart Garden Certificates
• Two Alhambra Tickets for the Christmas 

show
• Four Jacksonville Zoo tickets
• Youthful Medical Spa cool sculpting gift 

certificate
• Two Jacksonville Symphony tickets
• $300 Ruth’s Chris Steak House gift 

certificate
• Guided Tour of Brumos Car Museum 

for two
• Guided Tour of Flagler College for four
• Guided Tour of TPC Headquarters for 

four
• $100 Valley Smoke or Palm Valley Fish 

Camp gift certificate
• $100 Costco gift card 
• $100 Restaurant Medure gift certificate
• Ponte Vedra Beach Restaurant variety 

pack gift certificates
The raffle drawing will be held at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 15. You can watch the 
drawing live at PalmValleyRotaryClub.org/
page/Caring-For-Kids-Raffle.
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A Holistic Approach to Wellness

Salt therapy, also known as Halotherapy, is a drug-free, non-invasive treatment 
 that improves health problems you may be experiencing such as asthma, allergies,  

and some respiratory illnesses.

LaCURA, “the cure,” offers a space where customers come to relax and 
heal. We provide a nuturing, calm, and comfortable atmosphere for 

all who are serviced at LaCURA. When clients enter our salt therapy 
room or our infrared sauna, the stress reducing effects emitted by the 

negative ions in the Himalayan salt environment may be felt almost 
immediately, enhancing the mind-body-spirit connection.

804-A Anastasia Blvd - St. Augustine, FL
904.217.7341  |  lacurasaltspa.com

• Halotherapy
• Infrared Sauna Therapy
• Therapeutic Massage
• Facials
• Therapeutic Tea Foot Soak
• Restorative Yoga in Salt Room

Ask about our specials!New owner of LaCURA Salt Spa

Ukrainian surgeons share wartime 
experiences at panel discussion

By Jennifer Logue

Ponte Vedra residents had a chance 
to learn firsthand about the situation in 
Ukraine last week when a team of Ukrai-
nian surgeons shared their experiences at a 
panel discussion and reception held at the 
Ponte Vedra Inn and Club.

The surgeons — who are studying ad-
vanced pain management techniques at the 
Mayo Clinic — described the challenges 
they are facing in treating soldiers who 
have been severely wounded in the ongoing 
war with Russia.

“The situation is absolutely catastroph-
ic,” said Dr. Andrii Strokan, chief clinical 
medical officer at Feofaniya Hospital in 
Kyiv, Ukraine. “It’s unimaginable when 
you see 20,000 young guys without arms 
and legs.”

Many of the soldiers who have had am-

putations, the doctors noted, have returned 
to the fighting, necessitating new and more 
effective pain management techniques.

“When I talk to soldiers, they told me 
they were not afraid to die,” Strokan said. 
“They were afraid to be left on the battle-
field, to be wounded with no care. If they 
know they will be taken care of, they will 
fight.”

The continuing war has made transport-
ing and treating wounded soldiers even 
more difficult, the doctors said, noting that 
often a wounded soldier will have to be 
transferred between four different hospitals 
in two days to access the specialized care 
needed.

Neurosurgeon Dr. Roman Ilyuk, mean-
while, described the heartbreak of seeing 
how a soldier’s psychological trauma 
impacts not only the soldier but also his 
family.

“It is haunting to see the trauma in the 
children’s faces,” he said. “But it is better 
to have a sick father than no father.”

International Health Care Summit
The panel discussion and reception were 

sponsored by the Janz Corporation — a 
veteran-owned medical equipment supply 
company — in conjunction with August 
Mission, a nonprofit founded by Army 
veteran Bruce Roberts to provide hu-
manitarian aid in war-torn regions such as 
Ukraine. The two organizations have joined 
forces to sponsor an international health 
care summit to be held in Kyiv, Ukraine, in 
November that will bring doctors, research-
ers and experts from around the world to 
share knowledge and cutting-edge medical 
techniques to assist Ukraine in improving 
and expanding its medical care.

“Addressing global health issues in 
challenging localities is at the heart of our 

mission,” the health care summit website 
states. “Through this summit, we strive to 
foster international collaboration, breaking 
down barriers and promoting the exchange 

of ideas among experts from various coun-
tries.”

To learn more, go to augustmission.org 
or internationalhealthcaresummit.org.

Contributed photos
Ukrainian surgeons visiting the Mayo Clinic to study advanced pain management techniques for wounded soldiers share their experiences at a panel discussion at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club. 
The discussion was sponsored by medical supply equipment Janz Corp. in partnership with August Mission, a veteran-founded humanitarian aid nonprofit.

Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach President 
Jennifer Logue presents friendship banners 
to Ukrainian surgeons Dr. Andrii Strokan, Dr. 
Oleksandr Klymenko and Dr. Roman Ilyuk. 
The doctors shared the challenges of operat-
ing in a war zone with Rotary members at 
their Oct. 12 meeting.
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Standing on the shoulders of a giant
Concert series, festival to 
celebrate Florida legend 

Gamble Rogers
The St. Johns Cultural Council, the 

organization that promotes arts, culture 
and heritage in St. Augustine, has an-
nounced the second annual Live from The 
Waterworks: A Gamble Rogers Concert 
Series to commemorate Gamble Rogers, 
a renowned musician and storyteller who 
is regarded as the ambassador of Florida 
folk culture.

The intimate monthly performances, 
beginning Oct. 21, will support the annual 
Gamble Rogers Folk Festival, taking 
place April 14-16. Live from The Water-
works will celebrate the legendary record-
ing artist, whose balladry and storytelling 
shaped American folk music.

“Gamble Rogers is one of Florida’s 
most iconic musicians and we’re thrilled 
to host this event to celebrate his life and 
legacy,” said Christina Parrish Stone, ex-
ecutive director of the St. Johns Cultural 
Council. “Rogers’ contributions to the 

state’s music scene were immense, but his 
influence extended far beyond, inspir-
ing generations of musicians across the 
country. This event will feature not only 
amazing folk music, but also stories about 
Rogers and his enduring legacy.”

Known as the “Florida troubadour,” 
Rogers popularized the state’s folk 
traditions in music, storytelling, writing 
and philosophical humor. He inspired 
many artists, including Jimmy Buffett, to 
expand their capacity for storytelling and 
their musical talent.

Rogers first gained national attention as 
a lead singer and guitarist, both acoustic 
and electric, for the band The Serendipity 
Singers. His solo career earned national 
acclaim, and he appeared on talk shows 
across the country, hosted numerous 
music specials and continued to play his 
whimsical, spellbinding music.

At the age of 54, Rogers died trying to 
save a drowning man at Flagler Beach. 
He is remembered today through the 
Gamble Rogers Memorial Foundation and 
the Gamble Rogers Folk Festival.

Beginning in October, on the third 
Saturday of each month, a local musician 

will open for a nationally known act at 
The Waterworks, 184 San Marco Ave. 
in St. Augustine. The venue was built in 
1898 and is listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.     

The schedule includes:

Live from The Waterworks: The 
Driftwoods featuring Christian Ward, 
Oct. 21

The Driftwoods are a musical family 
of friends who perform original contem-
porary and old-time tunes. Their song 
variety is one of the hallmarks of their 
stage presentation. The group has been 
performing together in Northern Florida 
and the Southeast for more than 30 years. 
Eric Searcy is on the banjo and dobro, 
Gabriel Valla on mandolin and guitar, 
Elisabeth Williamson on rhythm guitar 
and banjo, and Lon Williamson is on the 
upright bass. 

Live from The Waterworks: Jordan 
Tice, Nov. 18

Jordan Tice is a singer, songwriter and 
guitarist who combines witty, well-crafted 
songs with deft fingerstyle and flat pick 

guitar playing. His performances have 
been compared to those of musical leg-
ends including Leo Kottke, John Hartford 
and David Bromberg for their mix of 
virtuosity and playfulness. His songs have 
been compared to those of writers Bob 
Dylan and John Prine for their humor, 
introspection and philosophical nature.

Folk fans might recognize Tice as a 
member of the instrumental bluegrass su-
pergroup Hawktail, as well as his sideman 
work with many other artists in the folk 
and bluegrass genre such as Dave Rawl-
ings, Andrew Marlin (Mandolin Orange), 
Yola, Tony Trischka and comedian Steve 
Martin.

Live from The Waterworks: John Paul 
White, Dec. 16

John Paul White grew up in tiny Loret-
to, Tennessee, and now lives in Florence, 
Alabama, close to Muscle Shoals. He has 
cultivated a music career in Nashville 
for two decades, first as a songwriter for 
a major publisher, then half of The Civil 
Wars, a groundbreaking duo that won four 

CONCERT continues on Page 31

The Driftwoods Jordan Tice John Paul White

Contributed photos
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Grammy Awards before disbanding in 
2012.

White’s album “The Hurting Kind” 
draws on the lush, orchestrated music 
made in Nashville in the early 1960s. Yet, 
his songs retain a modern feel, whether 
he’s writing about overwhelming love, 
unraveling relationships or fading memo-
ries of a loved one. 

Live from The Waterworks: Richard 
Smith, Jan. 20

Richard Smith picked up the guitar 
when he was 5 years old and soon became 
a child prodigy. He formed the Richard 
Smith Guitar Trio with his brothers Rob 
and Sam. He married American cellist 
Julie Adams and moved to Nashville, 
Tennessee. Smith was the winner of the 
National Fingerstyle Guitar Champion-
ship, held in Kansas in 2001.

In 2008, Smith was the Thumbpicker 
of the Year, a title given by The National 
Thumbpickers Hall of Fame where he was 
inducted in 2009. In 2011, the Association 
of Fingerstyle Guitarists presented Smith 
with its Golden Thumbpick Award.                                                                                       

Live from The Waterworks: Jontavious 
Willis, Feb. 17

Jontavious Willis was born and raised 
in rural Georgia, an environment with 
deep cultural roots that provides the 

inspiration he has continuously drawn 
upon to create his unique sound. An early 
phenom, his passion for the blues was 
sparked at age 14 when he came across a 
YouTube video of Muddy Waters playing 
“Hoochie Coochie Man.” He achieved 
widespread acclaim when living legend 
Taj Mahal invited him to accompany him 
onstage in 2015, with Taj describing him 
as his “Wonderboy.”

Willis is resolved in his mission: to 
reinvigorate today’s blues with the spirit 
of the past. Inspired by a time when the 
blues were plentiful and rhythm reigned 
supreme, Willis leverages his unique 
sound, a synthesis of his Georgia heritage 
and reverence for traditional blues to get 
the world dancing again.

A Grammy-nominated musician and 
songwriter, Willis performs original, 
toe-tapping tunes in the style of Delta, 
Piedmont, Texas and gospel blues. Dy-
namic vocals, technical prowess and an 
abundance of Southern charm keep Willis 
sending jolts of vitality through the blues 
community.

Live from The Waterworks: Rob Ickes 
and Trey Hensley, March 16

Take a 15-time International Bluegrass 
Music Association Dobro Player of the 
Year and a Tennessee-born guitar prodigy 
who made his Grand Ole Opry debut at 
the age of 11, and you have Rob Ickes 
and Trey Hensley, a powerhouse acoustic 
duo that has electrified the acoustic music 
scene. Known for their white-hot pick-

ing, stone country vocals with soul and 
world-class live musicianship, Ickes and 
Hensley meld together blues, bluegrass, 
country, rock and other string band music 
of all kinds to form a signature blend of 
music that defies restrictions of genre.  

28th Annual Gamble Rogers Folk 
Festival, April 14-16

The 28th Annual Gamble Rogers Festi-
val will be a weekend of folk, Americana 
and bluegrass music by renowned singers, 
songwriters and storytellers who were 
influenced by Gamble Rogers’ music. The 
entire music festival showcases dozens of 
national, regional and local musicians and 
storytellers.

In addition to the musical perfor-
mances, there will be workshops, youth 
crafts, pony rides, a petting zoo and more. 
Food trucks and vendors will be available. 
Festival attendees have the option to stay 
and camp at the venue with reservations. 
Camping reservations must be made in 
advance and day-of festival tickets will be 
available at the gate. 

Live from The Waterworks: Peter 
Rowan, May 18

Grammy-award winner and member 
of the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame 
Peter Rowan is a singer-songwriter with 
a career spanning more than five decades. 
From his early years playing under the 
tutelage of bluegrass veteran Bill Monroe 
to his time in Old & In the Way and his 
breakout as a solo musician and bandlead-

er, Rowan has built a devoted, interna-
tional fan base through a solid stream of 
recordings, collaborative projects and 
constant touring.

Live from The Waterworks: Kyshona 
Trio, June 22

Kyshona is an artist ignited by untold 
stories and the capacity of those stories to 
thread connections in every community. 
With a background as a licensed music 
therapist, the curiosity of a writer, the 
resolve of an activist and the voice of 
a singer, Kyshona is unrelenting in her 
pursuit for the healing power of song. 
Kyshona blends roots, rock, R&B and 
folk with lyrical prowess. She is a sought-
after collaborative vocalist working with 
artists like Margo Price and Adia Victoria 
and is a burgeoning performer in her 
own right with her 2020 release “Listen,” 
voted Best Protest Album of 2020 by 
Nashville Scene.

Ticket prices for Live from The Wa-
terworks performances begin at $20 and 
may be purchased through Eventbrite and 
at gamblerogersfest.org. 

The event is supported by the Gamble 
Rogers Folk Festival, a registered 501(c)3 
established to commemorate Americana 
folk music and the St. Johns Cultural 
Council, which promotes arts, culture 
and heritage activities and events in St. 
Augustine, Ponte Vedra and the beaches.

For more information, go to historic-
coastculture.com.

Covered wagon glamping in our beautiful 
PlainsCraft 1880's style covered wagons is 
an experience you will treasure. YES, it has 
central heat/air and a full bathroom!  

ALL proceeds help us care for the animals 
you'll fall in love with too!

WWW.ROOTERVILLE.ORG

FOLLOW US ON

STAY WITH US IN A COVERED WAGON!
If you are interested, please contact us at Elaine@Rooterville.org

Rooterville
Animal Sanctuary Inc.

1208 County Rd 315, Melrose, FL 32666 • (352) 262-7313

Concert
Continued from 30

Rob Ickes and Trey Hensley Peter Rowan Kyshona

Contributed photos

Chris Thompson,  CFP®, CRPC®

904.380.2290 
4601 

Associate Manager
Managing Director
Certified Financial Planner™
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor™

Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St. Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Happy 
homecoming 

for all 
ages

Nease High School held a homecoming parade on Oct. 
8 for the local community a week prior to their home-
coming football game against Flagler Palm Coast on 
Oct. 13. 

Photos by James Vernacotola
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.
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For MORE business news, go to facebook.com/ThePVRecorder
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Are you prepared to handle a 
personal financial crisis?

GUEST COLUMN

Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

Individuals who are married or in a 
committed relationship face the possibil-
ity they’ll end up managing complicated 
finances alone at some point. Unfortu-
nately, the first time many experience 
this is during a personal crisis following 
divorce or a spouse’s or partner’s death. 

Here’s a list of thought-provoking 
questions pertaining to financial fitness 
and crisis preparedness. Use them as a 
starting point to check on how prepared 
you are to handle a personal financial 
crisis. Begin by reviewing the questions, 
determine what you’ve already done, 
and check those items off the list. For 
the questions you need to address or take 
action on, seek the advice of professional 
advisors and trusted family members.

Asset management 
• Do I have a clear picture of where my 

assets are located? 
• Will my retirement assets provide 

a comfortable retirement for my life 
expectancy?

• Do I have a well-diversified portfo-
lio?

• Are my investments appropriate in 
today's economy?

• Are my assets titled properly?
• Do I have an emergency fund?
• Am I taking advantage of techniques 

to reduce my taxes? 

Estate planning strategies
• Do I have a will?
• Is my will current?
• Have I determined what my family 

may owe in estate taxes?
• Have I funded my estate-tax liability?
• Have I explored and taken advantage 

of wealth-transfer techniques?
• Do I wish to provide for charitable 

giving?
• Are my power of attorney, living will 

and beneficiary designations up-to-date?

Debt management 
• Do I know my credit rating?
• Could I get a loan if I applied?

Insurance
Do I have enough insurance coverage 

to:
• Cover medical expenses?
• Provide for disability/long-term care?
• Provide for family members’ secu-

rity?
• Fund an estate-tax liability?

In addition …
• Have I coordinated my advisors’ (at-

torney, CPA, banker) activities?

• What changes in my life are likely to 
occur within the next three years?

• Do I know the status of my parents’/
children’s financial situation and the im-
plications for my financial well-being?

• Would I be prepared for a family 
emergency if it happened tomorrow?

Our firm does not provide legal or tax advice. 
Be sure to consult with your own tax and 
legal advisors before taking any action that 
could have tax consequences. Any estate 
plan should be reviewed by an attorney who 
specializes in estate planning and is licensed 
to practice law in your state.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors and provided courtesy of Jamie Seim, 
CFP, Senior Vice President – Investment Of-
ficer in Ponte Vedra Beach at 904-273-7917.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Gov-
ernment Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guar-
anteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Pos-
sible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. CAR-0622-
02373

NAI Hallmark brokers $1.8M 
sale of commercial property
AI Hallmark, the largest locally owned 

full-service commercial real estate bro-
kerage and property management firm in 
Jacksonville, has announced the sale of 
1931 Blanding Blvd. in Jacksonville for 
$1.8 million. Vice President and Retail 
Specialist Austin Kay brokered the trans-
action on behalf of the seller. 

“We were pleased with the market’s 
response to this prime retail site at the 
corner of San Juan and Blanding,” said 
Kay. “Ultimately, the highest and best 

use was indeed a car wash. The buyers, 
Brightwork Acquisitions LLC, were able 
to meet our goals and perform accord-
ingly to get the site in a developable posi-
tion. Car washes have exploded across 
Northeast Florida and another void in the 
market has been filled.”

Located on highly trafficked intersec-
tion of San Juan and Blanding Boulevard 
in Jacksonville’s Westside Submarket, 
this commercial property is comprised of 
1.12 acres zoned CCG-2.
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‘Untold Stories’ returns for third season at the Florida Theatre
The Florida Theatre will present the 

third season of its storytelling series, “Un-
told Stories,” with the first performance, 
“Untold Stories – Fall,” at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 
9, at the Florida Theatre in downtown 
Jacksonville. Individual show and season 
tickets are available at floridatheatre.com 
or 904-355-2787. Patrons who purchase 
season tickets will receive a 25% discount.

The schedule is: Nov. 9 — Fall Theme, 
Feb. 15 — Winter Theme, May 30 — 
Spring Theme and July 11 — Summer 
Theme.

Those who are members of the Florida 
Theatre at the Cameo level and up will 

receive two complimentary tickets to each 
quarterly performance. The storytellers 
for “Untold Stories — Fall” are Jasmine 
Chanae, Ron Rothberg, Drew Brown, 
Allison Galloway-Gonzalez, Eva Grayzel 
and Reign Supreme. Music curation by 
Willie Evans Jr.

Honoring the tradition of oral storytell-
ing in a modern context, “Untold Stories” 
showcases six local storytellers in quar-
terly thematic story evenings featuring 
personal and transformative tales told by 
a diverse range of voices, both natives and 
residents of Northeast Florida.

A casting call went out on Sept. 1. North 

Florida residents can still apply to become 
a cast member of “Untold Stories.” For in-
formation, go to floridatheatre.com/events/
untold-stories.

“Untold Stories” is a project of the 
nonprofit Florida Theatre. The 2023-24 
season of “Untold Stories” is curated by 
Artistic Director Barbara Colaciello of 
BABS’LAB.

“‘Untold Stories’ is not an open mic 
night,” said Numa Saisselin, president of 
the Florida Theatre. “It is a profession-
ally curated evening of storytellers whose 
work has been thematically organized 
to make a compelling and entertaining 

evening. That said, everyone is local, and 
all the storytellers come from different 
backgrounds and experiences. They’re you 
and me.” 

“These evenings are not merely a col-
lection of individual stories but rather a 
cohesive whole, akin to a series of mini 
plays, taking the audience on a roller-
coaster ride of emotions, from laughter 
to tears, from introspection to inspira-
tion,” said Colaciello. “Something new 
this season is that our musical guests will 
create a soundscape throughout, intertwin-
ing the magic of music with the power of 
storytelling.”

Cathedral Arts Project acquires Connecting Thru Music
The Cathedral Arts Project (CAP) 

recently announced the acquisition of 
Connecting Thru Music (CTM), a non-
profit organization that offers in-school 
and afterschool music therapy programs 
for children and young adults with dis-
abilities.

The acquisition was finalized on Sept. 
12. Under this agreement, CTM’s music 
therapy services will be integrated into 
CAP’s CAPabilities program — broad-
ening the availability of these offerings 
to increase access to arts education for 
students with disabilities in Northeast 
Florida.

“Connecting Thru Music’s mission 
and vision align with our mission to 
empower every child’s creative spirit, 
elevate arts educators in their field and 
advocate for access and equity in arts 
education,” said CAP President and 
CEO Rev. Kimberly Hyatt. “We are 
excited to bring it under our umbrella 
and expand our CAPabilities program-
ming to include music therapy and reach 
more children with disabilities in our 
community.”

Duval County Public Schools has 

18,565 students with disabilities enrolled 
in schools this year. This does not in-
clude students who only have speech im-
pairment or are gifted. Connecting Thru 
Music currently serves 276 students at 
13 Duval County Public School sites 
during the school year, and 415 students 
at 15 sites during the summer months.

The organization’s mission is to pro-
vide music therapy and related services 
to enhance the cognitive, communica-
tive, emotional, physical and social 
development of children with disabilities 
throughout Duval County and the North-
east Florida region. Music therapy is the 
clinical and evidence-based use of music 
interventions to accomplish individual-
ized nonmusical goals to support learn-
ing and development.

The CAPabilities program offers 
sensory art programs and art counsel-
ing. With this acquisition, CAP will be 
able to expand this program by offering 
music therapy provided by high-quality, 
board-certified music therapists.

Karen Demuth, co-founder and execu-
tive director of Connecting Thru Music, 
will join CAP’s staff as director of music 

therapy expansion. This new role will 
center on advocating for the benefits 
of music therapy. Demuth’s work will 
include expanding private pay oppor-
tunities and driving initiatives to reach 
children with disabilities, furthering 
CAP’s mission to empower every child’s 
creative spirit.

“The Cathedral Arts Project is a model 
organization providing access to arts 
education in our region,” said Demuth. 
“The demand for music therapy pro-
grams increases every school year. Mov-
ing under the CAP umbrella, we will 
be able to serve more students across 
Northeast Florida with its benefits.”

Karen Demuth Kimberly Hyatt

Contributed photos
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW
904-641-1212  |  alhambrajax.com

Miracle On 34th Street 
NOV. 16 - DEC. 24

C O M I N G  S O O N

AUG. 3 - SEPT. 17

Big, Bold, Blonde!
SEPT. 28 - NOV. 5

PAStA Fine Art Gallery receives award

Renovated Florida Theatre to 
reopen Oct. 28

Writers’ 
topic is 

ghostwriting

The Professional Artists of St. Augustine 
(PAStA) Fine Art Gallery, of 214 Charlotte 
St., St. Augustine, has received the St. 
Augustine Best Gallery third place award 
from the 2023 Official Community Choice 
Awards. 

Each year, the Best of St. Augustine 
Community’s Choice Awards recognizes 
more than 450 businesses and organiza-

tions. The awards program starts with 
public nominations, and from the top five 
nominees in each category, the voting 
round selects the finalists and winners.

“We are thrilled to be awarded the third-
place finalist in the Best of St. Augustine 
Art Galleries,” Valarie Pothier-Forrester 
commented. “And we want to thank all our 
many patrons and tourists that continue to 

visit our gallery and for supporting local 
art.”

The PAStA Gallery was founded in 
1982 by Jean Wagner Troemel, a Florida 
resident and international award-winning 
artist. Troemel’s efforts included St. Au-
gustine’s First Friday Art Walks, expand-
ing St. Augustine’s reputation as an art 
community.

“It is a testament to Jean Wagner 
Troemel’s legacy, that her founding gal-
lery continues to thrive in the vibrant art 
culture she nurtured here in St. Augustine,” 
Pothier-Forrester added.

Stay up to date with all that is happening 
at PAStA by visiting the website, Face-
book, or Instagram page. Join the email list 
for the latest information about our artists.

The newly renovated Florida Theatre 
in Jacksonville will reopen at 8 p.m. 
Oct. 28 for “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” Mayor Donna Deegan and other 
dignitaries will participate in a ribbon-
cutting at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 27 inside the 
lobby/auditorium. 

The Florida Theatre has been closed 
since mid-July to renovate the 96-year-
old facility. All the flaking and peeling 
decorative plaster in the auditorium has 
been repaired; the lobbies and the audi-
torium have been painted with fidelity 
to the 1927 color palette; the heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning system 
has been replaced; the electrical vault 
has been moved to the third floor; and 
the public restrooms have been updated.

These projects build upon previous 
ones, including replacement of the the-
ater’s 1,865 seats, doubling the wheel-
chair seating capacity, installing a new 
assistive listening system, improving the 
aisle lighting and handrails, installing a 
new concert sound system and lighting 
system, and repurposing the second floor 

as the Remedy Lounge.
All of the projects, under the banner 

of the Centennial Capital Improvement 
Plan, which started in 2019, aim to 
prepare the historic Florida Theatre for 
its 100th birthday in 2027. The City of 
Jacksonville has matched private dona-
tions for the renovation.

“The Florida Theatre is one of down-
town Jacksonville’s gems,” said Deegan. 
“With its 100th birthday approaching, 
this is an exciting time to restore the 
theater to its full splendor. I look forward 

to seeing the theater’s facelift and sup-
porting our city’s vibrant performing 
arts scene by attending a show when it 
reopens — and I encourage everyone to 
do the same.”

Auld and White Constructors was the 
general contractor for this project. Sauer 
Mechanical did the HVAC work. Ever-
Greene Architectural Arts did all the plas-
ter/paint work and restored the tapestries. 
And Beacon Electric moved the electrical 
vault from the first to the third floor so it 
would no longer be a flood risk.  

Ghostwriters have been around for 
thousands of years, writing anonymously 
for pharaohs and kings. Today’s ghostwrit-
ers pen books for celebrities, sports figures 
and politicians, as well as more ordinary 
folk. Vic DiGenti, a novelist and sometime 
ghostwriter, has written client biographies 
for multi-millionaires, jazz musicians and 
retired executives. He’ll share what he’s 
learned about the demands and rewards of 
writing biographies at the FWA Ponte Vedra 
Writers meeting on Oct. 28. The meeting 
is set for 11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library.

In his presentation, “The Not-So-Secret 
Life of a Ghostwriter,” DiGenti provides 
details about what it takes to be a successful 
collaborator, using his books and writing 
history as examples. He’ll talk about some 
of the more successful celebrity ghost-
writers and the books they’ve written and 
provide a checklist of caveats about the 
ghostwriting business.

DiGenti is the award-winning author of 
six novels, including the Quint Mitchell 
Mystery series published under the pen 
name Parker Francis. He also works as a 
ghostwriter, biographer and publisher using 
his imprint, Windrusher Hall Press. He’s 
a longtime member of the Florida Writers 
Association, serving as regional director 
for NE Florida and is on the Board of the 
Beaches Museum. Go to windrusherhall-
press.com for more information.

The meeting is free and open to members 
and nonmembers alike. For information on 
FWA go to floridawriters.org.

Vic DiGenti
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The calm before the storm for Sharks, Panthers 

By Anthony Richards
We are just two weeks away from 

a major matchup between the Ponte 
Vedra Sharks and Nease Panthers on 
the football field, but before then there 
is some business to take care of.

The Sharks travel to Clay County to 
face the Orange Park Raiders (3-4) on 
Oct. 20 at 7 p.m. in a non-district show-
down that will present the squad with a 
nice test prior to taking on the Panthers 
a week later.

The Raiders are a common oppo-
nent for both teams, with the Panthers 
already having racked up a 27-14 
comeback victory over the Raiders on 
Sept. 22.

One of the positive things the Sharks 
have been able to do for much of their 
six-game winning streak is the ability to 

get ahead early and carry a lead into the 
halftime break.

This is something that they will strive 
to accomplish once again against the 
Raiders, as it is something that can take 
so much pressure off an offense and 
defense anytime they are given the op-
portunity to play from out front and in 
turn dictate the flow of the game.

The Panthers found success both on 
the ground and through the air against 
the Raiders, so look for the Sharks to do 
much of what they have been doing of 
late, which is a balanced attack that can 
hurt opponents in a variety of ways.

Cam Smith finished with 97 rush-
ing yards in the game for the Panthers, 
which means another big day could be 
in the forecast for Sharks’ running back 
Brian Case, who has made hitting the 

century mark for yards on the ground 
seemingly a common goal from game 
to game.

The defense for the Sharks has 
reached a point in the season where 
they feel confident about any opponent 
they face, but especially against a Raid-
ers offense that has been shut out on 
two occasions already this year.  

The Sharks will be looking for their 
seventh consecutive win this season, 
while the Raiders seemed to get back 
on track after a back-to-back loses with 
a 36-12 win over Ridgeview last Friday.

It will only be the third home contest 
of the season to date for the Raid-
ers, who are 1-1 in their previous two 
games in front of their home fans.

For the Panthers, they have a bye this 
week prior to facing the Sharks.

The bye week comes at an ideal 
time for the Panthers, as it not only 
gives them extra time to prepare for 
the Sharks, but just as importantly, it 
gives them some needed time for their 
players to get healthy in time for the 
showdown.

This is especially needed on the de-
fense side of the ball, where they have 
had several key starters dealing with 
injuries in recent weeks.

With the mega matchup between the 
two on the horizon, every fan on both 
sides wants to see each team at their 
best and as close to full health as pos-
sible, because it is a game that truly de-
serves both squads being at their peak 
of performance and that means as many 
playmakers in their arsenals as possible 
when they take the field on Oct. 27.

WEEK 9 FOOTBALL PREVIEWWEEK 9 FOOTBALL PREVIEW

The Sharks’ defense has their sights set on making life difficult for the Orange Park High 
offense when they face the Raiders on Oct. 20.

Maddox Spencer is congratulated by coaches as he comes off the field after surpassing 
1,000 yards receiving on the season against Flagler Palm Coast.

Photos by Anthony Richards
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Local racer finishes 12th at American E-Kart Championship
By Don Coble 

Alese Piety, a sophomore in the automo-
tive program at Florida State College in 
Jacksonville, represented North Florida 
at the American E-Kart Championship 
in Illinois last weekend. The Ponte Vedra 
native finished 12th overall. She hopes 
to gain experience and eventually drive a 
sports car in the International Motor Sports 
Association. 

Piety’s racing career shifted into a higher 
gear at the American E-Kart Championship 
last weekend at Mokena, Indiana. 

The racer who moved from Ponte Vedra 
to Green Cove Springs last March learned 
consistency is more important to maintain 
momentum than mashing the gas pedal. 

“I learned so much,” she said after fin-
ishing 12th. “It was a good trip. I want to 
get my racing license. My goal is to be in 
a Porsche. I’m really into IMSA. I always 
go to Daytona (for the Rolex 24 Hours of 
Daytona). I think I’m going to be a good fit 
for that.”

Piety was one of 19 regional winners 
at the national championship. She quali-

fied at the Autobahn Indoor Speedway in 
Jacksonville and was the only woman at 
the finals. 

The National Championship was a four-
day event on two indoor circuits. Racers 
were provided electric-powered karts from 
the World Karting Association, and the 
organizers switched karts after each round, 
similar to the old International Race of 
Champions Series. That way, if one kart 
was faster than the others, each racer had 
the benefit of driving it. Last weekend’s 
championship was the only event for 
electric-powered karts approved by the 
WKA.

The tracks — Monaco and LeMans — 
were slick and twisting, Piety said. It took 
less than 21 seconds to complete a lap. The 
difference between Monaco’s fastest quali-
fier and Piety was just 0.34 seconds — less 
time than a sneeze.

“I moved up some positions, and I had 
some really good times (on Day 3),” Piety 
said. “We had 16 heat races and the finals. 
I realize you have to be consistent to keep 
your momentum. I want to keep racing.” 

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks and Nease 
Panthers both handled business in big ways 
with dominant district wins on Oct. 13.

The Sharks rolled past Tocoi Creek 38-6, 
as they continued to ride the momentum 
they have had with their sixth straight vic-
tory, while the Panthers found themselves 
in a shootout for the second consecutive 
week and defeated visiting Flagler Palm 
Coast 58-43.

Photos by Anthony Richards

Contributed photo
Alese Piety waves during the American E-Kart Championship.

Sharks, Panthers rack up huge district wins

Ben Burk drops back to pass for the Sharks against Tocoi Creek.

The Sharks are riding momentum with six 
straight victories.The Panthers take the field.

K.J. Perry of Nease breaks into the open field. 

Nease celebrated homecoming night.

The Nease defense converges on a Flagler Palm Coast ball carrier.
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DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS!  A cheaper alternative to high 
drug store prices! 50 Pill Special-
Only $99!  100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-259-6816

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

Travel

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight 
Services for best pricing on domes-
tic & international flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, Delta, 
American & Southwest and many 
more airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates ready! 866-
245-7709

Home 
Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS! If 
you have water damage to your 
home and need cleanup services, 
call us! We’ll get in and work with 
your insurance agency to get your 
home repaired and your life back to 
normal ASAP! Call 877-712-2609

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control.  Call 
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

Leading smart home provider Vivint 
Smart Home has an offer just for 
you. Call 833-303-0851 to get a pro-
fessionally installed home security 
system with $0 activation.

Auction

Online Auction Only
Colorful Products Corporation 

DE, Inc.
Assignment for the Benefit of 
Creditors Case No. 05-2023-CA-
048962XXXXXX

Cosmetics and OTC Production 
and Manufacturing Plant Equip-
ment
Assets located in: Melbourne, FL 
32934
Auction ends: Tues, Oct 24, 2023 
at 10:00 A.M.
Auction will consist of: OTC cos-
metics lab equipment, lab equip-
ment, OTC and manufacturing 
filling equipment, production line 
equipment, heavy duty manufactur-
ing scales, tank scales, OTC water 
filling tanks, palletizers, Toyota fork-
lift, pallet jacks, air compressors, 
industrial RO system, stainless steel 
tote tanks, power tools, hand tools, 
shelving, rolling carts, assorted lad-
ders, appliances, artwork, comput-
ers, office furniture, office equipment 
and so much more.
Registration, catalog, photos and 
terms available at www.moecker-
auctions.com
Preview: 10/23 by appointment. 
Call for details (954) 252-2887 | 
(800) 840-BIDS 
h t t p s : / / m o e c k e r a u c t i o n s .
com/2023/10/10/colorful-products-
corporation-de-inc/ 
(No onsite attendance)
AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

And join us for service any Sunday at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 285-5347 | www.LordofLifePVB.org

Offering PVB’s largest pumpkin patch 
starting October 8th - 31st. 

Now in its 24th year!

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

YOUR BATHROOM.   
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE  
DAY REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

Sawgrass/TPC - October 20th & 
21st 8am-2pm at 102 Coquine 

Ct. House & garage loaded with 
fine antiques & more.

Garage, Yard & 
Estate Sales

THINKING OF ADVERTISING 
IN THE RECORDER?

 For more information, call (904) 285-8831 
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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ACROSS
  1.  A device to disengage 
 without a key
  5.  Subdivision
  8.  Network of nerves
12.  Lounge chair
14.  Ocean
15.  C. European river
16.  Bowl-shaped cavity
18.  __ Caesar, comedian
19.  Lyric poems
20.  Tia’s sister
21.  A way to develop
22.  Cows collectively
23.  Areas close by
26.  Slightly disreputable
30.  Made a mistake
31.  One who cites
32.  Food stall: __ pai dong
33.  Narrow valley between
 hills
34.  Members of people living 
 mainly in the Congo
39.  More (Spanish)
42.  Classroom implements
44.  Cognizant of
46.  One who tells on others
47.  Free from slavery
49.  Thick piece of something
50.  Containing two nitrogen 
 atoms between carbon 
 atoms
51.  Removed entirely
56.  Late rocker Turner
57.  Appreciated
58.  Observation expedition
59.  Opposite of subtracts
60.  Unit of work
61.  Wreckage on the sea bed
62.  Affirmative! (slang)
63.  Witness
64.  River in England

DOWN
  1.  A dissenting clique
  2.  Japanese city
  3.  Spiritual leader

  4.  Second letter of Greek
 alphabet
  5.  Musical term
  6.  Ruled over
  7.  Fortified wine
  8.  First year player
  9.  Moved in a circular way
10.  Adolescents
11.  Scottish or Irish Gaelic 
 language
13.  Someone who serves in 
 the armed forces
17.  Bring up
24.  Factual written account 
 (abbr.)
25.  Having three sides
26.  Annoy
27.  Hustle
28.  American WW2 leader
29.  Stale atmosphere

35.  US Treasury
36.  Sound unit
37.  They __
38.  Soviet Socialist Republic
40.  Places to play 
 video games
41.  Medical event
42.  When you hope to arrive
43.  Fixed prices
44.  Popular Boston song
45.  Valley in Indiana and 
 Illinois
47.  Omit when speaking
48.  German explorer of the 
 Congo Basin
49.  Stick around
52.  From a distance
53.  Heroic tale
54.  Amounts of time
55.  Eat

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Miscellaneous

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call 
866-499-0141

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line in-stallation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-
417-1306

MobileHelp, America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

Miscellaneous

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of 
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-389

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call 
National Debt Relief to find out how 
to pay off your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! Free quote: 
1-877-592-3616

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles & multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% off install 
+ Additional 10% off install (military, 
health & 1st responders.) 1-833-
370-1234

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Miscellaneous

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts  
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

Are you a pet owner? Do you want 
to get up to 100% back on vet bills? 
Physicians Mutual In-surance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can 
help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a 
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obliga-tion! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. Limited time, 
we’re waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt 
Request a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 
1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off 

- limited time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 

system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for 
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find out how to 
pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: 1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
pertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% 
back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company 
has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a 
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (mili-
tary, health & 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. Limited time, we’re waiving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-
3208
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(904) 479-3389(904) 479-3389
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

DRIVE HOME IN THE CADILLAC 
OF YOUR DREAMS TODAY

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

2016 LEXUS GX 460

SALE PRICE $26,860
107,200 MILES | STOCK# G5126184  

2020 BUICK ENCLAVE

SALE PRICE $31,988
  20,675 MILES | STOCK# LK321696  

2021 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $29,360
28,599 MILES | STOCK# MF027362

2017 NISSAN SENTRA

SALE PRICE $12,280
51,480 MILES | STOCK# HY292895  

2023 CADILLAC XT6

SALE PRICE $55,988
9,558 MILES | STOCK# PZ196375 

2018 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD

SALE PRICE $35,920
  97,987 MILES | STOCK# JX702752 

2015 TOYOTA RAV4

SALE PRICE $16,488
136,498 MILES | STOCK# FW147436  

2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU LIMITED

SALE PRICE $13,160
  89,026 MILES | STOCK# GU118464

2017 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $22,530
  58,963 MILES | STOCK# HZ224815

2019 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $21,498
  96,506 MILES | STOCK# KZ151216

2024 LYRIQ
3 IN-STOCK | 6 IN-TRANSIT 

2023 ESCALADE & ESV
3 IN-STOCK |  8 IN-TRANSIT 

INCLUDING AN ESCALADE V

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!




