
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Emira
NOW ON DISPLAY

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Family Chiropractic Care 
for Nearly 20 Years

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
we are committed to providing effective, natural relief if 
you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic 

condition. Whether you're seeking treatment for neck pain, 
back pain, or to simply improve your overall health, our team 

provides chiropractic adjustments to restore body balance 
and help you heal.

CALL OUR OFFICE AT 273-2691 FOR MORE INFO THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/FounderINSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
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“The Invisible 
Shield”

Mysteries and medicine

Dr. Andy Chen in “The Invisible Shield” 

THE

By Anthony Richards

Nemours Children’s Health and 
the Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation 
teamed up with Blessings in a Back-
pack for a special event that was hosted 
at the Nemours kids zone area during 
THE PLAYERS on March 13.

“As a local star, I think it would be 
easy for Jim and Tabitha to just play 
golf and keep it at that, but what’s 
amazing about them is not only the 
great events they put on but the worth-
while endeavors that they’re partnered 
with,” THE PLAYERS executive direc-
tor Lee Smith said. 

Smith believes that the Furyks have a 
similar mantra to that of the PGA Tour, 
in which they want to give back to the 

Nemours, Furyk 
Foundation 
packed backpacks 
during fun THE 
PLAYERS event  

Photo by Craig O’Neal

Scottie Scheffler made history this week, becoming the first to win two consecutive PLAYERS Championships. Read the full story in 
Sports on page 52.

NEMOURS  continues on Page 28

It’s a Win-Win!It’s a Win-Win!
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BRIEFS
Beach cleanup is Saturday

The Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Es-
tuarine Research Reserve (GTM) will conduct a 
beach cleanup on Saturday, March 23. Meet at 
9:30 a.m. at the GTM Research Reserve Visitor 
Center, 505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra 
Beach, where gloves and trash bags will be pro-
vided. Participants will be directed to a specific 
beach for cleanup. Hat, insect repellent, water 
and sunscreen are recommended. Email Can-
dace.Killian@FloridaDEP.gov to participate.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The 
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local 
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants 
and more.

Believing in Girls Breakfast is March 28
Pace Center for Girls will hold its Believ-

ing in Girls Breakfast on Thursday, March 28, 
at the Florida Blue Conference Center, 4800 
Deerwood Campus Parkway, Jacksonville. Cof-
fee and networking at 8 a.m. Program is 8:30 to 
10 a.m. The breakfast is complimentary. Guests 
will have an opportunity to make a donation 
in support of Pace Jacksonville. To register, go 
to facebook.com/pacejacksonville. For more 
information, go to pacecenter.org/locations/
Jacksonville.

Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club to meet
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will hold its 

monthly happy hour for members and friends at 
5:30 p.m. April 2 at Sawgrass Marriott, Ponte 
Vedra Beach. This is an informal gathering for 
women to get to know each other and introduce 
their friends to club members.

Register to attend at pontevedrawomansclub.
com/eventregistrations.php.

For further information, email Membership@
pontevedrawomansclub.com.

Party for Prevention planned
St. Augustine Youth Services will host the St. 

Johns County 2024 “Party for Prevention” to 
bring awareness of the issues surrounding child 
abuse and neglect while providing resources 
and entertainment to attendees. Local agencies 
and vendors will be onsite and activities for 
children and families will be provided. A free 
light dinner will also be provided, with desserts 

available for purchase.
The free event will be held 4-7 p.m. April 

3 at the main campus, 201 Simone Way, St. 
Augustine.

For further information, go to sayskids.org/
events.

SAYS has provided critical mental health ser-
vices to youth for more than 34 years, currently 
operating three community programs serving 
youth and young adults up to age 25, and resi-
dential therapeutic group homes for boys ages 
6-17 who have experienced emotional trauma 
or abuse.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

discover
membership

FREE admission to the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens

Unlimited annual visits 

Exclusive members-only 
events and discounts

Learn more at 
jacksonvillezoo.org/

membership

Join the fun when you 
Join the Zoo

Cultural Dining Experience

India
Experience Indian Cuisine like never

before during this LIVE
demonstration of culinary

craftmanship by two highly
acclaimed chefs.

MARCH 25, 2024  |  6:30 - 8:30 PM

Scan for Menu
and Tickets

425 Town Plaza Ave,
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
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from cottages to castles

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S
beacheshomes.com

 

#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

from cottages to castles

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

330 PONTE VEDRA BLVD
Rare opportunity to own one of the last original beach homes on  
the Boulevard in Ponte Vedra Beach or build your dream home from 
the ground up. Just 12 homes from the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, 

and backs up to the 3rd tee box of the PVIC Ocean Course. Large 
circular drive already in place, this home has plenty of room for ev-
eryone with 5 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms in the main house and  

living and dining rooms, large kitchen, Florida room and a large deck 
overlooking the expansive backyard and golf course.

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Rooterville Animal Sanctuary

Including live music, spirits, lite bites, 
complimentary wine, and silent auction.

Music By

Saturday, April 13, 2024
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

352-262-7313
1208 County Rd 315 
Melrose, FL 32666
www.rooterville.org
piggyparade@aol.com

Rooterville
ANIMAL SANCTUARY

Registration open for Betty Griffin Center 5K Race for Peace
Registration is under way for The Run 

for Peace 5K, benefitting the Betty Grif-
fin Center, which begins at 8 a.m. April 
6 at the St. Johns County Ocean Pier, 
350 A1A Beach Blvd.

Runners and walkers, along with 
race volunteers, can sign up at www.
runforpeace5k.org through April 5. 
Registration is $25 for adults and $20 for 
students, and supporters can sign up to 
take part virtually for $25, as well.

“More than 600 runners and vol-
unteers took part in last year’s race, 
helping us raise more than $30,000 for 

our nonprofit agency,” said Betty Griffin 
Center CEO Kelly Franklin. “All of the 
proceeds help us provide services to 
survivors of domestic and sexual assault 
in our community, so we really appreci-
ate everyone’s support of this important 
fundraiser.”

Participants of all ages and skill levels 
are welcome, and each participant 
receives a Run for Peace 5K T-shirt and 
finisher’s medal. Virtual participation is 
available for runners who cannot attend 
but want to participate.

Since 1990, the Betty Griffin Center 

has provided shelter, counseling and 
support to domestic or sexual abuse 
victims in St. Johns County such as a 24-
hour crisis hotline (904-824-1555), court 
advocacy and civil legal representation. 
To advance this mission, the Betty Grif-
fin Center also operates two thrift shops 
in St. Johns County.

Sponsors include Mastercraft Builder 
Group, KeHE Cares, Pearmid Proper-
ties, Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation, 
Main Event, Herbie Wiles Insurance, 
VyStar Credit Union, Volkswagen St. 
Augustine, Walmart Foundation, Ascen-

sion St. Vincents, Atlantic Automotive, 
Farghaly Medical & Spa, Hallett Insur-
ance, Coldwell Banker/Vanguard Realty, 
Funkytown, St. Augustine Beach Police, 
Proshow DJ, EasySociAbility and 
Wayne Scott Fusco Photography.

There are still several sponsorship 
opportunities available at a variety of 
levels for businesses and individuals. 
For details, go to bettygriffincenter.
org/5k-race-for-peace-on-april-6 or con-
tact Betty Griffin Center Development 
Director Kenlie Kubart at 904-808-8544 
ext: 207.
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bestbet St. Augustine  |  bestbetjax.com  |  800 Marketplace Dr., St. Augustine, FL |  I-95 exit 311

Here for the Madness

CATCH ALL THE GAMES AT ACES! 
bestbet St. Augustine

Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom.

“A garden is a grand teacher. It 
teaches patience and careful 
watchfulness; it teaches industry 
and thrift; above all it teaches 
entire trust.” — Gertrude Jekyll

By Kathy Esfahani

Homeowners often 
wonder whether it is 
better to plant annuals 
or perennials to 
develop color in their 
landscape. The answer 
is both! Planting 
a combination of 

annuals and perennials adds color and 
variety in your gardens that last season 
after season.

An annual is a plant that lives for 
only one season. Although replacing 
annuals at the end of each season adds 
maintenance to your yard, the reward is 
a rainbow of vibrant colors while these 
plants are blooming. Annuals typically 

last three to six months, requiring 
replacement two to three times per year.

When using annuals, plan your 
landscape to include several places where 
you want constant color and do not mind 
replanting each season. These locations 
can be garden beds or planters. Popular 
spots for annuals include framing a 
front entry, highlighting a driveway 

or mailbox, or surrounding a relaxing 
outdoor living space. Prepare your 
gardens for annuals with two to three 
inches of compost, peat or topsoil. If 
you choose, you can add fertilizer; mix 
approximately the first six inches of soil 
before planting.

In our area, look for warm weather 
annuals such as begonias, coleus, gerber 
daisies, impatiens, melampodium, 
salvias, torenia, vincas, and zinnias.

Perennials are plants, shrubs and 
trees that last indefinitely; flowers can 
survive at least three growing seasons in 
Northeast Florida. Many perennials turn 
brown and seem to die in the winter, but 
they will grow back from the roots. Just 
prune off dead stems and wait for them 
to reappear. Although perennials require 
less maintenance since they do not 
need replacing, they do not produce the 
dramatic color of annuals.

Consider planning your landscape with 
at least 90% perennials to balance the 
showy color with less replacement cost 
and effort.

When selecting perennials to add to 
your landscape, look for African iris, 
agapanthus, blue daze, bush daisy, foxtail 
fern, gaillardia, gardenia, gazania, gold 
mound duranta, hydrangea, knockout/
drift roses, lantana, loropetalum, 
mandevilla, muhly grass, pentas, 
portulaca and potato vine.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Pentas

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.
com for any questions or gardening 
tips you would like to see in the future. 
For more information and ideas, visit 
Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 
N. Roscoe Blvd. The phone number is 904-
655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, 
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Annuals vs Perennials
Flower of the Week

Pentas

Mixed Annuals

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
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INVITES YOU TO MEET WITH AN EXPERT BUYER
AT AN EXCLUSIVE TWO-DAY BUYING EVENT

Sell the jewelry, diamonds, watches, and 
silver flatware for immediate payment 
or trade up for 25% more.

Friday, March 22nd 10:00-5:00 
Saturday, March 23rd 10:00-5:00

Call to schedule an appointment underwoodjewelers.com

330 A1A NORTH, SUITE 204,
PONTE VEDRA, FL. 32082

904.280.1202
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Laury Livsey

Laury Livsey is the historian for The PGA Tour, archiving and preserving its past and documenting its present for the future. With this 
year being the 50th anniversary of THE PLAYERS Championship, fans are showing more interest in all that came before.

As told to Shaun Ryan

How did THE PLAYERS become such a 
big part of this community?

We didn’t start here in Florida. We ac-
tually started in Atlanta. That’s where the 
first tournament was. Commissioner [Jo-
seph] Dey, before he retired, planned to 
move it around. So, it started in Atlanta, 
went to Fort Worth, then went to the Fort 
Lauderdale area, and then came here to 
replace the Greater Jacksonville Open.

Deane [Beman, former commissioner] 
decided to build the headquarters here 
and build a golf course. And here we are.

It was over at the Sawgrass Country 
Club at first.

Yeah, from ’77 to ’81. The first PLAY-
ERS at TPC Sawgrass was supposed to 
be in ’81 when the golf course was ready, 
but the viewing areas were not. So, they 
had one more year across the street and 
then ’82 was the first year.

Are you actually employed by The PGA 
Tour?

I’ve been with the Tour since Novem-
ber of 2002. Always in communications, 
and I’m in communications right now. 
My role changed to historian, and I’ve 
been doing history for almost a decade.

But I was also doing public relations 
for PGA Tour China, PGA Tour Latinoa-
mérica, PGA Tour Canada — our inter-
national tours — and trying to promote 
those players who were on their way up.

How did you become The PGA Tour 
historian?

I really felt like there was a need for 
a historian. We have so much from a 
corporate standpoint that has never been 
archived … it’s just in boxes. So, I ap-
proached my boss and said, “What would 
you think about making that my full-time 
job?”

It became official last July. So, it’s rela-
tively new, even though I’d been doing 
historical things for almost the entire time 
I’ve been at the Tour, but really in a de 
facto way for the last decade.

There must be a lot of history to docu-
ment.

The Tour’s been around since 1968. 
So, The PGA Tour is not that old. But the 
history of golf in America goes back to 
the 19th century.

I think there’s a lot to tell. And guys 
like Lloyd Mangrum fascinate me. Guys 
that fought in World War II, and World 
Golf Hall of Famers and just really, really 
great players who made good money but 
didn’t make the kind of money that play-
ers are making today. They’re the ones 

who built the tour.

Tell me about what you do.
It’s a real mix. Right now, I’m trying 

to build database of things that have to 
do with our tournaments, our players, our 
company that I think will help tell the 
story.

And a lot of this stuff has just been 
stored at our Iron Mountain facility on 
Commonwealth Avenue on the westside. 
I want to scan it, make that available, 
searchable, put tags on it.

In addition to archiving, you write 
articles.

I just finished writing a 3,500-word 
article that’s on theplayers.com about the 
history of how the Tour went to Atlanta 
Country Club in Marrietta for the first 
PLAYERS Championship. I went up to 
Atlanta Country Club, talked to the team 
up there. Found some members who went 
to the first event. Talked to some people, 
and then wrote a story about it.

We celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of the PGA Tour logo in 2020. I wrote a 
4,000-word story and three sidebars on 
how that came about. Disney designed 
that. Don’t know who the artist was.

We’d had our little shield logo, it 
looked a little bit like the Union Pacific 
logo. And our marketing director at the 
time, Art West, said, “I’ve got to be able 
to sell the tour. I can’t sell a shield.”

So, Disney created this logo [the cur-
rent one].

Future historians will be grateful for all 
the work you’ve done.

I think so. The first wave I did, adding 
scores in, we didn’t even have full scores 
for early U.S. Opens in our system. And 
that’s easily getable information. You can 
find that; it’s a significant enough event. 
And we put that in.

So, I would say, in our first wave, we 
added somewhere in the neighborhood of 
about 200,000 scores and probably some-
where in the neighborhood of 1,500 play-
ers that played in the U.S. Open, played 
in the PGA, played in the Master’s, 
played in the old Metropolitan Open in 
New York. And we’re still not even close 
to being done.

So, what do you like best about what 
you do?

The variety. And just the history. I was 
a history minor in college. And I just 
love it. I always loved, really, American 
history.

To be able to do something where I feel 
like I’m contributing to the company and 
I’m going to leave it in a better place than 
when I arrived.

What do you like best about living in 
Northeast Florida?

Just how different it is. We have a 
pretty good-sized lot. And we’ve got a 
retention pond in our backyard. We’ve 
got egrets and we’ve got wild turkeys and 
we’ve got just all these wading birds that 
you would never see in Utah.

I just really like that.

How do you like to spend your free 
time?

I like to garden. I like to work in my 
yard. I like to plant flowers.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is an abridged 
version. Read the entire interview at 
pontevedrarecorder.com.

Photo by Shaun Ryan
PGA Tour historian Laury Livsey is seen with numerous vintage PLAYERS Championship 
badges, some dating back to the 1970s.
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Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

(904)338-9847
Info@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

The Best, New Dining Experience in Ponte Vedra Beach

LUNCH  a  DINNER  a  HAPPY HOUR a  EVENTS a  BRUNCH 
argylepvb.com   |   254 Alta Mar Drive, 32082

Our chef driven menu consists of sophisticated dishes of land and sea, pairing perfectly with our cozy, 
romantic & vibrant ambiance. We are open to public and available for private events.

With spring in full swing, some county 
yard waste do’s and don’ts

By Anthony Richards

Spring cleaning is something many people are starting 
to do, and that sometimes includes cleaning up around 
not just the inside of a home, but also the outside of it.

Clipping tree limbs, trimming bushes, cutting grass 
and other yard work can also lead to debris or trimmings 
being collected and disposed of.

However, St. Johns County wants residents to be 
aware the best procedures to follow when taking the next 
step in the cleanup process and putting it out to the curb 
for pickup.

Leaves, grass clippings, twigs, and other small pieces 
of yard waste should be placed in a bag, bundle or 
container to help keep the materials together to prevent 
them from scattering while also making it more efficient 
to pick up.

Containers with yard waste should not be larger than 
32 gallons capacity in size and should not weigh more 
than 50 pounds.

In Florida, where a palm tree is the state tree, palm 
fronds are very prevalent and that means having to dis-
pose of the palm fronds once they are cut.

The county instructs that all palm fronds, branches and 
shrubs should be stacked neatly in piles running parallel 
to the curb, and that the piled items should not be more 
than six feet long and weigh more than 50 pounds.

Yard waste is to be separated from garbage and 
recycled products, and they are each supposed to be put 
out by 6 a.m. on that area’s scheduled collection day.

Collection days can sometimes be forgotten or mixed 
up, which is why the county has partnered with the app 
“Recycle Coach,” to help residents keep track of their 
curbside collection schedule.

The county has the upgraded version of the app, which 
offers more educational content and recycling resources, 
especially when it comes to figuring out if certain mate-
rials are on the county’s recyclable list or not, including 
software that allows the app to tell someone if a product 
is recyclable or not just by taking a photo of it.

Other helpful tips from the county include advising 
people to not blow leaves and other yard waste into the 
street or storm drains, because those drains empty into 
nearby waterways and could create issues as a result.

Yard waste that is taken and placed in front of vacant 
lots or properties will not be collected and is discouraged 
by the county.

Items that are not permitted as yard waste include 
whole trees, land clearing debris, fencing, landscape 
timbers, garden hoses, planters, flowerpots and yard 
decorations, as well as any other items that does not fit 
the size and weight parameters mentioned above.
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OBITUARIES

Patricia Durand Kelk
Patricia (Pat) Durand Kelk, 83, of Pon-

te Vedra Beach, passed away on March 
11, 2024, after a courageous, inspiring, 
persistent battle with ovarian cancer. She 

will be remembered by friends, neighbors 
and family as kind, strong and indepen-
dent. She was especially thankful for 
others’ acts of service, calling them her 
angels. She always had an attitude of 
gratitude.

Pat was born on February 28, 1941, in 
Toronto, Ontario, to Godfrey and Mar-
jorie Durand. While she moved to New 
Jersey in 1952, she was always proud of 
her Canadian heritage and dual citizen-
ship. One of her very special memories 
was spending time at the family cot-
tage, built by her father and grandfather 
on Nottawasaga Bay in Collingwood, 
Ontario. She loved sharing this place with 
her children and grandchildren.

Pat graduated from Jonathan Dayton 
High School in Springfield, NJ in 1959, 
attended Douglass College (Rutgers) 
from 1959-1961 and Cornell University 
New York Hospital School of Nursing 
(1961-1964). 

Pat co-founded Residential Home Care, 
Inc. in the Westfield, NJ area with Joyce 
Dolan, taking care of the elderly for 30 
years from 1980-2010. A resident of Sea 
Bright, NJ and Palm Coast, FL for many 
years, Pat moved to Ponte Vedra Beach, 
FL in 2013 to be closer to family.

Pat was a devoted member of Palms 
Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville 
Beach, FL, enjoying her time with 
parishioners as a Love Caller, Shepherd 
and Deacon. Pat enjoyed softball, tennis, 
paddle, golf, boating, RVing (at 80 years 
old), reading and spending time with 
family, friends and her dogs. She will 
always be remembered for her boating 
stories and sense of adventure.

Her proudest accomplishment is her 
legacy of two daughters and seven grand-
children. Her greatest wish was to see the 
lives of her grandchildren unfold (and 
to have great-grandchildren). She is sur-
vived by her children, Jacqueline Allman 

(Steven), Sandra Paris (Brent), her grand-
children, Katherine Khodaverdy (Levic), 
Samantha, Elijah, Mathias, Madeleine, 
Abigail and Grant, and her siblings, Ian, 
Gordon and Carol.

Pat’s interment will be at the colum-
barium at Palms Presbyterian. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at Palms Presby-
terian on Friday, March 22, 2024, at 11 
a.m. In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the Compassion Fund at Palms 
Presbyterian Church at 3410 3rd Street 
S, Jacksonville, FL 32250 or the Ameri-
can Cancer Society at donate.cancer.org. 
Please visit her Tribute online at www.
quinn-shalz. 

Arrangements by

Memorial 
Carolyn Marie Ashton

Our beloved mother and grandmother 
and great grandmother, Carolyn, 97, of 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida, passed away 
in the early hours of March 6, 2024.

Born June 6, 1926 in Asheville, North 
Carolina, Carolyn was the sixth of seven 
children of Oscar Francis and Margaret 
Whittemore Blankenship Sr. She grew up 
in nearby Fairview, N.C., with her three 
sisters and brothers: Marjorie Miller, Fre-
neau, Francis, Olin, Blaine Huntley, and 
Martha. She is preceded in death by the 
latter, as well as her first husband Thomas 
G. Ellis Jr., second Arthur Richardson and 
third Thomas Ashton.

She was the 1944 valedictorian and a 

graduate of Fairview High School. Caro-
lyn attended Western Carolina University 
and graduated in 1948 with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education and Business. She 
served as President of the student body 
and participated in chorus, drama, and the 
women’s basketball team.

In the 1960s Carolyn taught at Duncan 
U. Fletcher High School in Jacksonville 
Beach. She was an active member of the 
First Baptist Church of Jacksonville Beach 
and Sunday school teacher, Ponte Vedra 
Palm Valley and Fletcher PTAs, a Junior 
Women’s Club President and Regional 
Director, The Beaches Fine Arts Society, 
The Ribault Garden Club, and a member 
of the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club where 
she loved playing on the tennis team. Real 
estate became a successful second career 
at Century 21 and Ponte Vedra Club Re-
alty where she consistently earned entry 
into the Multi-Million-Dollar Sales Club 
before retiring in 2002. She had resided in 
Jacksonville Beach since 1954.

Mrs. Ashton is survived by her two 
sons and their families: Thomas Ellis III 
and wife Deborah Mason and their son 
Drew; and Tim Ellis and wife Teresa and 
their daughter Ashley and husband Zoiner 
Tejada and daughter Whitney and husband 
Brian Boudreaux and their three children 
Elise, Kyle and Emily.

Carolyn’s ashes will be interned 
alongside her parents and siblings at Cane 
Creek Cemetery in her childhood home-
town, Fairview N.C. 

Travis Robert Wilson
Travis Robert Wilson, 38, passed away 

on March 9, 2024, after a hard-fought 
battle with cancer. He was born on May 
17, 1985, in Jacksonville, FL. 

Travis is survived by his mother, Linda; 
brothers, Brad and Chris; aunt and uncle, 
David and Sandi Wilson; stepfather, Frank 

Cervone; sister-in-law, Ellen; nieces, 
Harper and Emily; nephew, David; and a 
litany of friends, family, and coworkers.

He was predeceased by his loving 
father, Greg, grandparents, Marvin & 
Maureen Wilson, along with his beloved 
grandfather, David Williams. 

Travis was a caring, thoughtful, and 
determined son, brother, nephew, uncle, 
and friend. He will be greatly missed and 
fondly remembered for his love of family, 
friends, his work as a general contractor 
and project manager at Stellar construc-
tion company, and never-ending intellec-
tual curiosity.

A memorial service will be held at 11 
a.m. Friday, March 22, 2024, at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
FL, with reception to follow at 12 p.m. 

Christopher Paul Brunscheen
Christopher Paul Brunscheen, 31, of Tampa, 
Florida, died Feb. 29, 2024. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Crema-
tion Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-
1100

Mary Debarr
Mary Debarr, 92, of Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, 
died March 10, 2024. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Adriana Marina Pesce Guevara
Adriana Marina Pesce Guevara, 34, of Jack-
sonville, Florida, died March 5, 2024. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 
904-249-1100

Septime Valerie LaCour III
Septime Valerie LaCour III, 79, of Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida, died March 16, 2024. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 
904-249-1100

Vien Van Pham
Vien Van Pham, 66, of Jacksonville, Florida, died 
March 8, 2024. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Judith Ann Zitiello
Judith Ann Zitiello, 74, of Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Florida, died March 6, 2024. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Crema-
tion Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-
1100

DEATH NOTICES
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Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, o� ers, and availability are subject to change without notice. Please see sales associate for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

*©Jet HomeLoans, LP SM (“Jet”) NMLS ID# 1660135. Corporate O�  ce: 14701 Philips Highway, Suite 202, Jacksonville, FL 32256 | 833-270-7191. Jet is a partnership with FBC Mortgage, LLC NMLS ID# 152859 and Dream Finders 
Homes. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Programs, rates, program terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all amounts. Other restrictions and 
limitations apply. This is not a commitment to lend. NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 

NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM THE LOW $400s
Visit the Sales Center at 50 Rustic Mill Drive  |  St. Augustine, FL 32092 

ReverieAtTrailMark.com  |  386.749.3059

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

BLAZE A NEW TRAIL IN 55+ LIVING
St. Johns County’s exciting new 55+ lifestyle is more a� ordable than 

ever before. For a limited time, Reverie at TrailMark is o� ering below-market 
fi nancing on select homes that are available for quick move-in! 

With our low-maintenance inventory homes, you can start enjoying abundant 
recreation and activities right away within a gated community created just for 

active adults. Residents can also enjoy all the natural beauty, social events, and 
miles of walking trails and waterways of the TrailMark master-planned community.

TOUR QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES TODAY

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

ON 2/1 BUYDOWN FHA/VA* 

FIRST 
YEAR3.99%

SAVE UP TO

$50,000
ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES

ALL CLOSING COSTS PAID •  ASK ABOUT CASH BUYER DISCOUNT
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• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Sports marketing highlighted during 
inaugural Jax Sports Night at the link 

By Anthony Richards

Sports have always been something 
unique that seems to bring people to-
gether, and that was the goal behind Jax 
Sports Night at the link in Nocatee on 

March 6.
The night centered around sports 

marketing opportunities in the area with 
panels and networking for those looking 
for insight into that world of business.

Several of the marquee and well-
known sports organizations were repre-
sented as part of the panels, including the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, Gator Bowl Sports, 
Jacksonville Icemen and NASCAR 
throughout the night.

One of the things mentioned through-
out is the diverse field that is the sports 
world and all the ways to get involved 
depending on what paths best suit a per-
son’s personality and goals.

According to Katie Cox, vice president 
of marketing, membership and commu-
nity relations with Gator Bowl Sports, 
there are so many people that still think 
they just host the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl 
each year, but it goes so much deeper 
than that.

“We don’t just work all year to plan 
one game, but we do get asked that a lot,” 
Cox said. “We are also host of Florida 

and Florida State baseball, which is 
coming March 26 in the baseball park 
downtown. We also try to engage any 
chance we get to build our members, 
because we are membership based, and 
as a nonprofit, we would not be anything 
without our members.”

Being a nonprofit has helped Gator 
Bowl Sports to never lose sight of their 
approach, which is to strive to help its 
community through the events that it 
points on and the initiatives it partners 
with.

“One of the ways we also look to get 
involved is with the local chamber of 
commerce,” Cox said. “We use sports 
to help connect with people and to help 
bring them together, and we even have 
Gator Bowl Charities, which is ongo-
ing all year for those who are looking to 
make a difference in the sports world.”

Gator Bowl Sports is just one example 
of the array of pathways someone can 
take no matter what interest they find 
themselves connected with, because there 
are many avenues to explore.

A focus of the night also included 
a panel solely constructed to promote 
women in positions of power within the 
sports marketing world to provide their 
perspectives.

One of those featured women was Kara 
Terwilliger, who is managing director of 
national partnerships with NASCAR.

Terwilliger shared a story to those in 
attendance of how through her role with 
NASCAR she was able to help build a re-
lationship with the organization’s partner 
Advent Health, and it led to the creation 
of five new nursing home facilities at 
Daytona International Speedway prior to 
the Daytona 500 in February.

“Now that it has been implemented, the 
goal is to make it an initiative that can be 
had from track to track,” Terwilliger said.

According to Terwilliger, she expressed 
how much of an accomplishment it is 
knowing the work that went in behind 
the scenes to make an initiative like that 
become a reality.

Asia Gholston, vice president of 
marking with the Jacksonville Jaguars, 
was also on hand and shared a couple 
of proud moments she and her team had 
last season and it included a marketing 
campaign they started called “Duval De-
signs,” which was a call to all local artists 
to help pitch ideas for the team’s local 
gameday posters.

“It was really important to us to high-
light the artist and showcase their work, 
and a lot of them ended up seeing an 
increase in business and followers after 
that,” Gholston said. “It’s always good 
for a company as big as the Jags to be 
able to hand over our platform to support 
the local artists and give back in that 
sense.”

The night was the first Jax Sports Night 
of its kind hosted by the link.

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive

content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Jax Sports Night at the link in Nocatee was hosted for the first time on March 6 and focused on 
the local sports marketing landscape.

Photos by Anthony Richards
A featured “Women In Sports” panel was part of the night.
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Kelly Whitaker & Megan Hulling 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Southern Latitude Group 
Nocatee 

Dan Gregory 
Nocatee 

Malia Finger 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

TURTLE SHORES                                     
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,382 SF - $910,000                                         

Christine Rich (904) 349-6163  

PONTE VEDRA POINTE                             
4 BR + Office, 3.5 BA, 3,310 SF - $2,295,000                                                                

Malia Finger (904) 994-8444 

ETOWN                                           
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,135 SF - $334,000                                               

Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868  

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                                     
2 BR + Flex, 2 BA, 1,395 SF - $486,000                                                              

Sarah Olson (904) 439-0216  

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                            
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,738 SF - $879,000                                                                

Naomi Wilkinson (904) 234-5014   

WATERSONG AT RIVERTOWN            
2 BR + Flex, 2.5 BA, 2,216 SF - $685,000                                                               

Brian Sacks (904) 466-1879  

WATERSONG AT RIVERTOWN            
2 BR + Flex, 2.5 BA, 2,212 SF - $659,900                                                               

Josh Foster (317) 439-2024 

SURF VILLAS                                               
1 BR, 1 BA, 880 SF - $874,900                                                  

Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

WILLOWCOVE                                    
5 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,191 SF - $1,050,000                       

James Valenti (904) 806-2132 

THE WOODLANDS                                    
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,919 SF - $1,200,000                      

James Valenti (904) 806-2132 

PABLO POINT                                     
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,873 SF - $525,000                                                               

Lara Hoffman (904) 465-3140 

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                                    
2 BR + Den, 2 BA, 1,438 SF - $389,000               

Ron Horst (904) 613-0102  

Matt & Naomi Wilkinson 
Nocatee 

NORTH PABLO BEACH                                   
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,500 SF - $630,000                                               

Kyle & Bob Svirsky (904) 403-1177 

CROSSWATER VILLAGE              
4 BR, 2 BA, 2,108 SF - $619,000                                                                

Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152  

EAGLE COVE                                  
5 BR, 4.5 BA, 4,391 SF - $1,899,000                                      
Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

JULINGTON CREEK                            
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,271 SF - $550,000                                                  

Naomi Wilkinson (904) 234-5014   

NOCATEE 
158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH 
100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 • (904) 280-1115 

RemaxUnlimitedFlorida.com 

CYPRESS CREEK                                                                          
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,819  SF - $1,375,000                                                  

Kelly Whitaker (904) 233-1991                                            

COASTAL OAKS                                                                          
4 BR, 3 BA, 3,056 SF - $1,129,000                                                  

Kelly Whitaker (904) 233-1991                                            

HARBOUR ISLAND                                                                           
4 BR, 4.5 BA, 5,052 SF - $3,199,000                                                  

Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 

EVELYN CREEK                                     
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,846 SF - $375,000                                                               

Lara Hoffman (904) 465-3140 

Congratulations to our February Leaders! 

SILVERLEAF                                      
5 BR, 4 BA, 3,152 SF - $849,900                     

Brian Slusser (772) 263-6300  

VILLAGES OF SAN JOSE               
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,330 SF - $340,000                                                                

Cheryl Gillespie (904) 338-8697                                           

SILVERLEAF VILLAGE                                     
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,515 SF - $699,900                    

Brian Slusser (772) 263-6300  

OCEAN TERRACE                           
4 BR, 3.5 BA, 2,746 SF - $1,175,000                                                  

Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 
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Schedule your visit at: 904-490-6300
or WindsorPointeJAX.com

Let’s say you’ve made the move to Vibrant Independent Living at Windsor 
Pointe. So, now you’re faced with a whole new lifestyle. The carefree one you 
deserve. Now, this is where the fun starts. You see, we’re the place where 
you can stay in and feel like you’ve gone out. Let us explain. Chef-prepared 
cuisine. Happy hour at The Hatch. Award-winner at the luxury movie theater. 
All in the company of friends, friends and more friends. Of course, you can go 
just down the street to downtown Jacksonville or the beach. We’ll even drive.

Now, haven’t you earned it? We think so. Come on a private tour 
and a chef-prepared lunch. Relax. It’s on us!

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

HERE’S WHERE
IT GETS FUNIT GETS IT GETS FUN

HERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’SHERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’S
IT GETS IT GETS FUN

PRESENTED BY & BENEFITTING THE MANDARIN 
COMMUNITY CLUB FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS!

MANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB  •  12447 MANDARIN RD.
WWW.MANDARINARTFESTIVAL.ORG
Artist Credit: John Cheer • Best of Show 2023

100+ Juried Artists • Green Market • Food Court Live Entertainment 
Children’s Art Show • Bake Sale • Children’s Activities

Outdoor Event • No Pets • Free Parking & Shuttle
Use of Ride Sharing Apps Encouraged • $2 Suggested Donation at the gate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thanking legislators 
for investing in 

health care
To the Editor:

The Florida Legislature passed monu-
mental health care legislation and funding 
this year. With this funding, our com-
munities across North Florida will benefit 
from additional access and infrastructure 
to meet their needs. The passage of the 
“Live Healthy” legislation (SB 7016, 
7018) is a testament to our policymakers’ 
and health leaders’ commitment to invest-
ing in a healthier and more stable Florida.

We would like to express our gratitude 
to the Florida Legislature, especially 
Senators Clay Yarborough, Tracie Davis 
and Jennifer Bradley, and Representatives 

Paul Renner, Sam Garrison and Wyman 
Duggan for prioritizing the health of our 
state’s residents. The approved health 
care legislation ushers in a modern ap-
proach to advancing health care innova-
tion, strengthens the health care pipeline 
and improves access to behavioral health 
resources.

All said, this legislation allows for 
greater access to health care including:

• $134 million in increased Medicaid 
reimbursement for mothers and babies

• $10 million of recurring funds to rural 
hospital capital improvement projects

• $50 million per year for a health care 
innovation fund

• Increased funding for health care 
workforce pipeline programs

• $100 million in education funding at 
teaching hospitals

• $11.5 million in behavioral health 
services.

• $50 million additional dollars for 

Slots for Docs program, a program to 
increase medical residencies

This historic legislation will benefit our 
hospitals in Jacksonville, who are invest-
ing in innovations in cardiovascular care. 
Our hospitals’ cardiovascular programs 
are creating a robust and active clinical 
trials infrastructure that provides first-line 
access to promising new breakthroughs 
for heart failure, stroke prevention and 
AFib.

The nursing retention legislation and 
funding will allow Ascension St. Vin-
cent’s to continue its health care edu-
cational partnerships in Duval County. 
St. Vincent’s has established a CNA 
career technical program with Westside 
High School, which allows high school 
seniors to perform their clinical rotations 
alongside our nursing teams and provides 
valuable learning and professional devel-
opment for our community. We are also 
looking at partnerships with area univer-

sities and colleges to continue to attract 
new nurses.

The historic legislation and focus 
on health care passed this year will 
strengthen our sites of care and enhance 
the services provided to the thousands of 
Floridians who trust Ascension with their 
health needs every day. We are grateful 
to be part of a community of leaders who 
are putting our patients first and ad-
equately preparing for what lies ahead.

Thank you,

Scott Kashman, President & CEO, 
Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside
Kevin Rinks, President & CEO, 
Ascension St. Vincent’s Southside
Cory Darling, President & CEO, 
Ascension St. Vincent’s St. Johns 
County

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR!
E-mail your submission to news@pontevedrarecorder.com and  

your letter to the editor may appear in an upcoming issue.
Letters to the Editor are subject to editorial staff review and may be edited for clarity or length.
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY
At Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center, we understand that even the most 

minor tooth imperfections can significantly impact the appearance of your smile. We are 
proud to offer a range of cosmetic dentistry procedures to correct aesthetic concerns, 

including the color, size, shape, and alignment of your teeth. A visit to our office will have 
you on your way to a smile you love before you know it!

Dr. Blackmon will work with you to create a fully customized treatment plan to address 
any immediate restorative needs and correct tooth flaws or imperfections. Your smile 
makeover may require one or several procedures to restore the health, function, and 

beauty of your smile. You’ll love the final, stunning results!

153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

Teeth Whitening • Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Bonding • Dental Crowns • Smile Makeovers

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

Fabulous 
Fables

Grade 4 students on the Bolles Lower School Ponte 
Vedra Beach Campus took their study of Aesop's Fables 
to the stage in George Hall on March 7, sharing their 
interpretations of the stories in creative, colorful ways.

From teaching lessons about looking before you jump 
to the importance of small kindnesses, the Bulldogs 
demonstrated their passion for storytelling under the di-
rection of lower school music and drama teacher Stacey 
Posick.

Contributed photos
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405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Call Today! 904.686.3700

Be a  
Healthier You!

Nutrition
•Fresh! Never frozen!
•Healthy menu selections!
•We grow our own herbs!

Exercise
•On-Site Physical Therapy
•Daily Exercise Classes
•Fitness Center
•Water Therapy, Aqua Fit Classes

Emotional Wellness
•Caring, Attentive Staff
•One-on-One Activities
•Monthly Support Meetings
•Personalized Care Plans

BRAVE Summit for teen mental 
health set for March 27

By Erin Wallner

With a focus on breaking the stigma 
that surrounds teen mental health, the 
fourth annual BRAVE Summit will be 
held March 27 at the St. Augustine Am-
phitheatre. The free event is hosted by UF 
Health St. Johns and is open to all high 
school students throughout Florida.

The BRAVE Summit provides at-
tendees a safe place to talk to other high 
school students and support professionals 
about mental health topics while normal-
izing conversations about mental well-
ness. This year, students will be enter-
tained by nationally recognized music 

artists Nicky Youre and Crash Adams 
and hear from captivating mental health 
advocates Kevin Hines and Odd Rod.

“In just four years, the BRAVE Sum-
mit has become an important means 
of outreach to youth, not only in our 
community but across the state,” said 
Carlton DeVooght, president and CEO of 
UF Health St. Johns. “It is rewarding to 
see this event grow year-over-year and to 
witness the impact it is having on making 
tough conversations about mental health 
more accessible.”

Participants can enjoy free food and 
drinks, prizes, giveaways, a photo booth, 
interactive games, a skate demo, art and 

poetry contests and more. Additionally, 
students from St. Johns County can earn 
community service hours for attending.

 “The growth of the BRAVE Sum-
mit over the past three years has been 
inspiring,” said Paige Stanton, the event’s 
founder and executive director of UF 
Health St. Johns Care Connect. “We had 
more than 1,000 youth attend last year 
and are expecting even more this year. To 
reach as many young people as possible 
and to let them know about the resources 
available to them is our goal.”

The BRAVE Summit is a centerpiece 
event of the BRAVE program. BRAVE, 
which stands for Be Resilient and Voice 
Emotions, was founded in 2019 and has 
made significant progress in connect-
ing high school teens to mental health 
resources.

Before BRAVE’s implementation in 
St. Johns County Schools, only 35% of 
students who were referred to mental 
health providers were seen by a medical 
professional. With the BRAVE program, 
that rate has increased to 90%. Since 
its founding and despite the pandemic, 

BRAVE has expanded into more school 
districts, including Clay, Nassau, Putnam, 
Okaloosa and Volusia counties, with 
the ability to assist more than 200,000 
students.  

The BRAVE Summit is not only for 
youth. There is a concurrent summit for 
parents, caregivers and guardians happen-
ing at The Elks Lodge from 3 to 7 p.m. 
aimed at providing the resources needed 
for successful, productive conversations 
about mental health with their teens. 
There will be speakers to discuss foster-
ing mental wellness and to understand 
how to talk to teens.

Attendees will be provided with new 
tools and tips on how to talk to teens and 
learn about what it's like for teens today 
to deal with the ever-changing landscape 
of managing their mental health. This is a 
free event open to any parent or guard-
ian interested in learning about these 
resources. 

Go to linktr.ee/bravesummit2024 to 
learn more or register for the BRAVE 
Summit for students or adults.

Thinking of Advertising
in The Recorder?

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities 
of Jacksonville 
recently elected a 
new slate of officers 
to its 2024 Execu-
tive Committee. Ex-
ecutive Committee 
members include: 
David Marovich 
of 121 Financial 
Credit Union, chair; 
Jimmy Farrell of 
Cox Media, vice 
chair; Gina Fish-
man of Fishman 
Pediatric Dentistry, 
secretary; and Greg 
Lechwar of Team-
shares, treasurer.

Joey Leik, chief 
executive officer of 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville, welcomed 
the leadership additions stating, “RMHC is very fortunate to 
have this level of executive leadership lending their time to our 
board of directors. Their dedication and strategic visioning will 
lead us well into the years to come.” 

The Executive Committee will provide strategic direction for 
the board of directors in the 2024 board year, running January 
through December.

Night in the Vineyard 
event helps protect youth 
The Monique Burr Foundation for Children 

(MBF) will hold A Night in the Vineyard, pre-
sented by MasterCraft Builder Group, from 6 to 9 
p.m. April 2 at SoNapa Grille, 2400 3rd St. South, 
Jacksonville Beach, in honor of Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month.

The signature event will feature live entertain-
ment by renowned Jacksonville bands the Band 
Be Easy and Bold City Classics and Nashville 
recording artist Colleen Orender. There will be 
live and silent auctions, gourmet food by SoNapa 
Grille and curated wine pairings, all in support 
of the foundation’s mission to keep youth safe. 
The foundation is dedicated to protecting children 
from all types of abuse, bullying, online exploita-
tion and human trafficking through prevention 
education.

General admission tickets are $150 per 
person and must be purchased in advance at 
anightinthevineyard.com. Tickets include entry 
into the event, wine tastings, food, access to the 
live and silent auctions, live musical entertain-
ment and complimentary valet parking. Tickets 
are limited.

All event proceeds will support providing youth 
access to MBF Prevention Education Programs 
— personal safety curricula that educate and 
empower youth, and the adults in their lives, with 
strategies to recognize, prevent and respond to all 

forms of child abuse, bullying, exploitation, traf-
ficking and other types of child victimization.

The programs are comprehensive, evidence-
based/trauma-informed and provide youth with 
universal strategies to keep them safe, including 
five easy-to-remember safety rules. The founda-
tion is dedicated to removing obstacles to access 
much-needed, life-saving programs to prevent 
child victimization. Its proven effective programs 
are trusted by schools and parents and have 
reached more than 11 million across the globe.

The third annual A Night in the Vineyard fund-
raising event will enable the foundation to educate 
and empower children and teens while promoting 
safer schools and communities for youth.

Event sponsors include Blue Stream Fiber, Carl-
ton Construction, Clockwork Marketing Services, 
Constellation Furyk and Friends, Dream Finders 
Homes, Earth Balance Corporation, The Fioren-
tino Group, Foley & Lardner LLP, GreenPointe 
Holdings, Jax Utilities Management, Jonny No-
mad Media, K & G Construction Co., MasterCraft 
Builder Group, PepsiCo, PRI Productions, Repub-
lic National Distributing Company (RNDC), River 
Bay Investments, SoNapa Grille, The Tim and 
Leah Chapman Foundation and Truist Bank. 

Sponsorship opportunities are still avail-
able. To learn more and lend support, go to 
anightinthevineyard.com.

Charity’s new 
officers elected

David Marovich

Gina Fishman

Jimmy Farrell

Greg Lechwar
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DETAILS AND FULL EASTER 
SERVICE SCHEDULE AT ccpvb.org

March 31  6:30 a.m.  

Community Easter Sunrise Service 
on the beach at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

 400 San Juan Dr 
Ponte Vedra Beach

A look at some Holy Week worship, celebrations 
Holy Week welcomes visitors and locals 

to celebrate the rich religious history of 
Florida’s Historic Coast with an array of 
sacred ceremonies and cultural festivi-
ties from Palm Sunday through Easter 
Sunday. All are invited to come together 
and celebrate the season of renewal in St. 
Augustine, Ponte Vedra and The Beaches.

A quick glance at the architecture of 
downtown St. Augustine reveals the 
importance religion held for the city’s 
European settlers, whose piety was given 
permanence through the historic houses 
of worship. During Holy Week, many 
churches offer services, vigils and events 
where visitors can embark on a spiritual 
exploration and perhaps even a trans-
formation. From the towering Cathedral 
Basilica to the quaint garden-like Mis-
sion Nombre de Dios just one mile north, 
there’s no shortage of events to stir the 
spirit.

Mission Nombre de Dios
Mission Nombre de Dios is a historic 

and holy site where Pedro Menendez de 
Aviles and his party landed and pro-
claimed the site for Spain and the Catho-
lic Church on Sept. 8, 1565. Reverently 
referred to as the nation’s most “sacred 
acre,” the mission is a holy place of pil-
grimage, with visitors worldwide coming 
to visit the National Shrine of Our Lady de 
la Leche.

Holy Week Events at the Mission Nom-
bre de Dios include:

• Palm Sunday, March 24: Palm Sunday 
Mass at 1 p.m.

• Holy Wednesday, March 27: Liturgy 
of the Word with Communion at noon

• Holy Thursday, March 28: Confession 
from 11 a.m. until noon

• Good Friday, March 29: The Last 
Seven Words of Jesus (Spanish) 9 a.m.; 
Confession from 11 a.m. to noon; Stations 
of the Cross at the Great Cross at 3 p.m.

• Holy Saturday, March 30: Confes-
sion from 11 a.m. to noon; Seven Sorrows 
Walk at the Sacred Area at noon

• Easter Sunday, March 31: Mass by 
Bishop Erik Pohlmeier at the Rustic Altar 
at the Sacred Acre at  9 a.m.

Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine
The Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine 

is home to the nation’s first Catholic par-
ish. The parish’s original place of worship, 
built in 1797, was destroyed by a fire in 
1887. James Renwick Jr., architect of St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, 
spearheaded the Cathedral Basilica’s re-
construction. His crew salvaged the origi-
nal coquina blocks and cement masonry of 

the original building, embracing Spanish 
mission features and adding soaring tim-
ber beams. Henry Flagler contributed to 
the rebuilding efforts with a six-story bell 
tower that still rings throughout the city.

Holy Week events at the Cathedral 
Basilica of St. Augustine include:

• March 23: Palm Sunday Vigil at 5 p.m.
• Palm Sunday, March 24: Palm Sunday 

Mass at 7, 9 and 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
Blessing of the Fleet procession to the St. 
Augustine Municipal Marina at noon.

• Holy Monday, March 25: Mass at 7 
a.m. Royal Knighting Ceremony at 6 p.m.

• Holy Tuesday, March 26: Mass at 7 
a.m.

• Holy Wednesday, March 27: Mass at 
7 a.m.

• Holy Thursday, March 28: Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper celebrated by Bishop Erik 
Pohlmeier at 6 p.m. Adoration following 
Mass until midnight.

• Good Friday, March 29: Liturgy of the 
Lord’s Passion at 3 p.m. Stations of the 

Cross at 6 p.m.
• Holy Saturday, March 30: Confession 

from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Blessing of Easter 
Food at 2 p.m. Easter Vigil celebrated by 
Bishop Erik Pohlmeier at 8:30 p.m.

• Easter Sunday, March 31: Masses at 7, 
9 and 11 a.m.

Behind the scenes tours of Cathedral 
Basilica are available at 1 p.m. Monday- 
Friday. Tickets are available online.

 
More Holy Week Services

Many churches of different denomina-
tions offer beautiful and stirring services.

Colonial Church hosts a Good Friday 
Service at The St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre, complete with food trucks and 
concessions, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
March 29.

Sunrise Services
Easter sunrise services are offered on 

CELEBRATIONS  continues on Page 17
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Crescent Beach by Crescent Beach Baptist 
Church and Vilano Beach by Turning 
Point at Calvary Baptist Church, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. 

Other Easter Week Celebrations
The 65th Annual Easter Parade is a St. 

Augustine tradition that features the Royal 
Family, Storm Troopers, Easter Bunny, pi-

rates, carriage horses and an array of com-
munity floats. It begins at 9 a.m. March 
30, starting at the Old Jail, traveling along 
San Marcos Avenue to Avenida Menendez 
and ending in the Plaza de la Constitución 
at 10:30 a.m.

Each year, friends and families gather 
for the Easter Promenade on Easter Sun-
day afternoon. The Royal Family heads 
the promenade, with participants stroll-
ing through the Plaza de la Constitución, 
showing off their finest Sunday wear. 
Awards are presented in many fun catego-
ries, including one for the most creative 

Easter bonnet. The Easter Promenade is on 
March 31 in the Plaza de la Constitución, 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Easter egg hunts are also a big part of 
the holiday fun. Here are a few:

Palencia Park Easter Egg Hunt: 
10 a.m. to noon. March 28. Free Ad-

mission. 405 Palencia Village Drive, St. 
Augustine. 904-209-0332

Veterans Park Easter Egg Hunt: 
10 a.m. to noon March 28. Free admis-

sion. 1332 Veterans Parkway in St. Johns. 
904-209-0332

Al Wilke Park & Community Center 
Easter Egg Hunt: 

10 a.m. to noon March 30. Free admis-
sion. 6150 South Main St., Hastings. 
904-209-0332

Treaty Park Easter Egg Hunt: 
10 a.m. to noon March 30. Free admis-

sion. 1595 Wildwood Drive, St. Augus-
tine. 904-209-0332

Celebrations
Continued from 16

Hop on these tips for a 
great Easter egg hunt 

Salad makes a good starter 
for Easter Sunday meals

Egg hunts are a traditional component of 
many people’s Easter celebrations. Children 
often delight in searching for eggs around 
the house or in the backyard. Egg hunts are 
so popular that they have become a compo-
nent of many town-sponsored festivities. In 
fact, the White House hosts its annual Easter 
Egg Roll each year.

There are many ways to make Easter egg 
hunts more enjoyable and productive for 
participants of all ages. Try these “eggcel-
lent” ideas.

• Designate a clear hunting area. Young 
children can grow frustrated searching for 
eggs in large areas. Set parameters for the 
search area that are manageable depending 
on the ages of the children participating. If 
you’ll be in a large yard or field, tape off the 
search area perimeter.

• Vary the prizes. Candy, candy and more 
candy seems to be the name of the game 
on Easter. But too many sweets can lead to 
stomach aches for young Easter celebrants. 
Instead, mix and match the prizes contained 
in the eggs. Candy can be in some, money 
in others, and perhaps small toys in a few 
eggs. Another clever idea is to mix the egg 
hunt with charades. Put charade prompts in 

some eggs so that kids have to act out what 
they read inside for added fun.

• Special privilege egg. Hide one egg that 
gives the finder the opportunity for a special 
honor. It may include getting the first slice 
of the holiday ham or being able to choose 
a movie that the entire family watches 
together after dinner.

• Label eggs for equity. When there are 
children across a wide range of ages, label 
the eggs with the children’s names or utilize 
a color-coded system to ensure that every-
one has an equal shot at finding eggs. .

• Keep a master list. It can be hard to 
remember where each egg is hidden, so 
keep a running list of where they are or 
take photos with a phone of the hiding 
spots. This way you’re not left to discover a 
chocolate-filled egg teeming with ants come 
summertime.

• Make custom baskets. Children will 
need something to carry their eggs. Prior 
to the egg hunt, let them decorate bags or 
baskets with Easter trinkets for custom 
creations.

Easter egg hunts are a time-honored tradi-
tion. The opportunities for fun are endless 
when families plan accordingly. 

Easter is a religious holiday, but for millions of people it’s also synonymous with 
the start of spring. What better way to celebrate the warmer temperatures and brighter 
days than with light and tasty foods to serve at Easter brunches or dinners?

A refreshing salad can balance out a hearty main course on an Easter dinner table. 
For a twist on the traditional lettuce-based salad, opt for greens that have a little bite. 
“Arugula and Artichokes” pairs two nutritious and delicious offerings in one salad. 
Arugula, also called rocket, is a member of the cabbage and mustard green fam-
ily. It’s known for its tart, peppery flavoring. Although artichokes are considered 
vegetables, the edible part actually is the bud of the plant’s flower before it blooms. 
When tossed with sweet cherry tomatoes and olives, this recipe, courtesy of “The 
Mediterranean Diet Cookbook” (Rockridge Press), is the perfect starter.

Arugula and Artichokes
Serves 6

4 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1 clove garlic, minced
6 cups baby arugula leaves
6 oil-packed artichoke hearts, sliced
6 low-salt olives, pitted and chopped
1 cup cherry tomatoes, sliced in half
4 fresh basil leaves, thinly sliced

Make the dressing by whisking 
together the olive oil, vinegar, Dijon 
mustard, and garlic until you have a 
smooth emulsion. Set aside. Toss the 

arugula, artichokes, olives, and toma-
toes together.

Drizzle the salad with the dressing, 
garnish with the fresh basil, and serve.  
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Preventive Care

 Surgery 

Diagnostic Tests 

Emergency Procedures 

Dentistry

Microchipping 

Wellness Plans 

Grooming 

Boarding

Daycare

Spaying/ Neutering

Pet Resorts

Monthly Promotions

Birthday Pawties 

Themed Daycare Events

Various Locations

Exotic Animals Welcome 

EXTENDED HOURS 

FIRST FREE EXAM
New clients only

HOSPITAL LOCATIONS ONLY

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

New clients only

PET RESORTS ONLY

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

FREE DAY OF PLAY

WWW.FOREVERVETS.COM

NO EMERGENCY WALK IN FEES

SCAN ME!

NEW emergency/ Urgent Care - OPEN until midnight! 

PROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATEDPROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED   
Forever Vets Animal Hospitals are full-service veterinary facilities completely dedicated to
the well-being of both you and your pet! We have been in the surrounding community for

over 12 years now!  Come be apart of our #ForeverVetsFamily today!

Pet organizations offer advice concerning kittens
The Jacksonville Humane Society 

(JHS), along with the City of Jackson-
ville’s Animal Care & Protective Service 
(ACPS) and First Coast No More Home-
less Pets (FCNMHP), is seeking the 
community’s support to help save lives 
by sharing information on “what to do” 
when you find a litter of kittens.

Kitten season is the time of year when 
unaltered cats procreate and give birth to 
kittens. In 2023, JHS and ACPS com-
bined took in 5,203 kittens under the age 
of 5 months, and JHS served an addi-
tional 903 kittens via its Kitten Krusaders 
program. Kitten Krusaders encourages 
community members who find kittens to 
foster, rather than bringing them to the 
shelter, by connecting finders with no-
cost veterinary care.

When community members find a litter 
of kittens outside, it is often instinctual to 
jump right in and “rescue” these tiny cats. 

This notion has been given the moniker 
“kitnapping,” and all three agencies ask 
the public to not act on that instinct. 
Instead:

• Watch and wait: The mother cat is 
likely nearby. A kitten’s best chance at 
survival is to stay with its mother. It may 
take a few hours for her to return.

• If mom returns: Provide support 
(food, water, shelter) as needed and when 
the kittens are 8 weeks old, get mom and 
kittens spayed/neutered and find them 
homes.

• If mom does not return: A home is 
a better option than the shelter. JHS can 
provide coaching on care instructions and 
help support your efforts to find the kit-
tens new homes once they are ready.

• If kittens are experiencing a true 
medical emergency, such as struggling 
to breathe, open wounds or are visibly 
underweight, ACPS can be reached via 

904-630-2489, myjax.custhelp.com or the 
MyJax app.

Kitnapping is not the best option for 
kittens, mother cats or shelters. Underage 
kittens are the most fragile population 
in shelters and require extra time, labor 
and resources that are not always avail-
able. When underage kittens arrive at the 
shelter, they most often need to go into a 
foster home the very same day, putting an 
extra strain on staff and volunteers. Also, 
when no one looks for the mother cat, she 
is left alone to continue reproducing in 
the community.

“If we can share the ‘don’t kitnap kit-
tens’ message throughout our community, 
we can collectively do what is best for 
these little ones and keep them with their 
mother cat,” said Denise Deisler, JHS 
CEO. “Together, we can save countless 
lives this kitten season in Jacksonville.”

Community members who want to 

help with the “don’t kitnap” initiative can 
share this messaging on social media via 
the JHS Don’t Kitnap Facebook post or 
downloading and sharing “don’t kitnap” 
flyers in their neighborhoods. Volunteers 
are also needed for all three organiza-
tions.

The flyers can be found at: jaxhumane.
org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Dont-
Kitnap-Jax-2024-Sponsored-by-Jaguar-
Moving.pdf.

For more information, go to jaxhu-
mane.org/kittenhelp. 

The Jacksonville Humane Society 
provides care, comfort and compassion 
to animals in need while engaging the 
hearts, hands and minds of the commu-
nity to bring about an end to the killing of 
abandoned and orphaned shelter animals.  
More information about the Jacksonville 
Humane Society is available at jaxhu-
mane.org.
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904.789.VETS    PVBVET.COM

Dr. Louis Mack, DVM
Dr. Aaron Thivierge

3783 Palm Valley Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 
Located in The Shoppes at Palm Valley at the Roundabout

SERVICES WE OFFER:
VETERINARY MEDICINE & SURGERY
PREVENTATIVE CARE 
DERMATOLOGY
DENTISTRY
ADVANCED CARE 
HYPERBARIC THERAPY
PHARMACY
URGENT CARE/WALK-INS

TRUE LUXURY BOARDING & DAYCARE
OUTSIDE PET PARK
GROOMING AND THERAPEUTIC BATHING

Sweet 
doggy 

dreams?
It can be disconcerting to new dog owners when 

they discover their pooches whimpering, shaking or 
seemingly crying in their sleep. Although there may 
be some rare instances when this behavior is linked to 
pain and distress, by and large it is a natural response 
in many animals when they doze off. Although there is 
no exact way to measure what is going on in the pup’s 
mind, experts like Dr. Bonnie V.G. Beaver, DVM, au-
thor of Canine Behavior Insights, says the main reason 
that dogs produce noises in their sleep is that they are 
probably dreaming during the REM phases in their 
sleep cycles. Dogs, just like humans, have the potential 
for vivid dreams while sleeping, as evidenced by look-
ing at dogs’ brain waves during REM sleep. During 
these phases, dogs may show movement like wagging 
their tails, twitching their paws, fluttering their jowels, 
or making noises like whimpers. In some cases, dogs 
also may bark while sleeping, says PetMD. Pet owners 
should rest assured that very likely these vocalizations 
and movements are completely normal. However, if 
they are new behaviors, it could be worth a discus-
sion with a veterinarian. Also, new pet owners should 
know that a dog who makes noise while napping, may 
also do so during the night, and should not be overly 
concerned if they are woken from bed by pet noises. 
The general consensus is to simply let the pooch be as 
he or she works through those REM stages. 

Paws off! Practice pet 
poison prevention

Companion animals typically do not understand that 
certain items in their environments can be harmful. Pets’ 
innate curiosity coupled with unique aromas produced 
by common household items can put them in jeopardy of 
potentially deadly poisoning.

According to veterinary experts at WebMD Pet Health 
Center, an estimated 232,000 cases of pet poisoning 
occur annually in the United States. In March 2022, the 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center hotline fielded 
22 percent more calls stemming from incidents of pet 
toxicity than in 2021. The following are some steps pet 

owners can take to protect their companion animals 
against poisoning.

• Don’t leave out human food. Dogs, cats and other an-
imals may be lured by the sweet temptation of their own-
ers’ food. Many food scraps can be toxic to pets, includ-
ing alcoholic beverages, chocolate, coffee beans, moldy 
foods, and raisins, among others. Keep the kitchen tidy 
and trash cans (indoor and outdoor) secured.

• Be careful with houseplants. While they may look 
beautiful and filter indoor air, certain houseplants can be 
toxic to pets if ingested. Before bringing any new plants 
into your home, check the ASPCA Toxic and Non-Toxic 
Plant Guide. Lilies may be pretty, but they also are quite 
toxic. The smallest nibble can be fatal to cats.

• Keep medications locked away. Be sure that over-
the-counter and prescription medications are locked 
away and cannot be accessed by curious pets. Even 
seemingly mild medications, like human pain relievers, 
can be toxic to pets.

• Be safe when spring cleaning. Keep pets out of 
rooms when they are being cleaned by chemical products 
or when using insecticides. Wait a day or more before 
letting pets back into the area. Store products beyond a 
pet’s reach when they’re not in use.

With diligence, a significant percentage of pet poison-
ings can be prevented. Pet owners should do their home-
work about toxic items in and around their homes and do 
their best to keep pets safe. 
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Specialty Services: M-F, 7:30a.m. to 6:00p.m.  |  ER Services Available 24/7  |  904-853-6310  |  FCVets.com

Premier Veterinary  
Specialty & Emergency 
Services at the Beaches 
Experience and compassion you can trust.
Emergency service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week including holidays

What pet owners should know about heartworm
Pets owners go to great lengths to ensure their animal 

companions are happy and healthy. Nutritious diets and 
routine visits to a veterinarian are two ways to keep pets 
healthy. Pet owners also can educate themselves about 
various conditions that can adversely affect their pets’ 
health, including heartworm.

What is heartworm?
The American Heartworm Society notes heartworm is 

a potentially fatal disease caused by foot-long worms that 
can live in the heart, lungs and associated blood vessels 
of affected pets. A pet affected by heartworm can develop 
severe lung disease, heart failure and organ damage.

Are all pets vulnerable to heartworm?
The American Veterinary Medical Association¨ reports 

that heartworm primarily infects dogs, cats and ferrets. 
However, wild animals like foxes and wolves also can 
be infected, as can animals like raccoons and opossums 
that many people see in their backyards and local parks. 
Humans also have been infected with heartworm, though 
the AVMA¨ notes such instances are rare.

Heartworm and dogs
The AHS notes dogs are a natural host for heartworms. 

Heartworms that live inside a dog can mature into adults 
and even mate and produce offspring while inside the 
dog. Numbers increase if the dog is not treated for heart-
worm. Even if a dog is treated, the effects of heartworm 
infection can linger after the worms are gone, contribut-
ing to lasting damage to the heart, lungs and arteries.

Symptoms of heartworm infection in dogs may not 
manifest early on. The AHS notes that it’s more likely 

symptoms will develop the longer the infection persists. 
Such symptoms may include:

• A mild, persistent cough
• Reluctance to exercise
• Fatigue after moderate activity
• Decreased appetite
• Weight loss
According to the AHM, active dogs, dogs with heavy 

heartworm infections or those with additional health 
problems frequently exhibit pronounced clinical signs.

Heartworm and cats
The AVMA notes diagnosis of heartworm in cats is 

more difficult than it is with dogs. Unlike dogs, cats are 
not natural hosts for heartworms, and the AHS reports 
most worms in cats do not make it to the adult stage. In 
fact, many cats with heartworm have no adult worms. 
That contributes to the difficulty of diagnosis, and it does 
not protect cats against harmful side effects of heart-
worm, including a condition known as heartworm associ-
ated respiratory disease (HARD). 

The AHS notes that signs of heartworm in cats can be 
subtle or very dramatic. Sadly, the AHS also reports that 
the first sign of heartworm in some cases is the sudden 
collapse or sudden death of the cat. If cats exhibit symp-
toms, those signs may include:

• Coughing
• Attacks that mimic an asthma attack
• Periodic vomiting
• Lack of appetite
• Weight loss
• Difficulty walking
• Fainting or seizures
• Fluid accumulation in the abdomen
Heartworm poses a potentially serious threat to cats 

and dogs. Pet owners are urged to speak with their veteri-
narians about heartworm prevention and what to do if a 
pet becomes infected.  

Did You Know?
The American Kennel Club reports that the most 
popular dog names of 2023 were “Luna” for girl dogs 
and “Max” for boy dogs. Luna beat out “Bella” for the top 
spot while Max bested “Charlie.” In a nod to the popular-
ity of football and the personal life of the world’s most 
recognizable pop star, “Kelce” was the top trending dog 
name of 2023 according to data compiled by the online 
pet ownership marketplace Rover. Kansas City Chiefs 
tight end Travis Kelce was already wildly popular among 
Chiefs fans, but he rose to even greater prominence 
when he began dating pop star Taylor Swift during the 
2023 National Football League season. Rover reports 
that trending names for felines included “Norbert,” “Soju” 
and “Snoop.”
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StAugustineFoodAndWineFestival.com

Enjoy a variety of all-inclusive beverage 
and culinary tasting events, featuring live 
music, Northeast Florida’s best restaurants 
and hundreds of wines, beers, and spirits.

Meet celebrity guest chef & TV personality, 
Tiffany Derry who will be participating 
in Smoke on the Walk and on the Publix 
Cooking Demo Stage at the Grand Tasting!

St. Augustine’s Most Delicious  
Week of Food & Drink

St. Augustine’s Most Delicious  
Week of Food & Drink

May 8 – 12, 2024
St. Augustine, FL

May 8 – 12, 2024
St. Augustine, FL

Buy Tickets
Today!
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Walkers Ridge in Sawgrass Country Club
Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique 

custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer  

welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light 
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of  
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a  

Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with 
the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294 

square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal 
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan 

that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and  
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious  

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace.  
Minutes to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club 

living that is simply the best! Offered for $949,000.

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 
$25.00 OFF

OFFER ONLY VALID AT THE ST. AUGUSTINE LOCATION.

First Tee honors longtime coach at THE PLAYERS 
By Anthony Richards

Coaches can play a huge role in not 
only teaching the sport or subject they are 
instructing, but it is the special ones who 
realize they can make a difference beyond 
the basic material in front of them.

That is one of the best definitions when 
describing coach Robert Young and the 
work he has done with First Tee of North 
Florida during his past two decades as a 
coach within the program.

As a result of his impactful teaching 
over the years, Young was honored and 
presented with a plaque thanking him for 
his dedication during a ceremony at the 
Morgan Stanley fan experience tent at 
THE PLAYERS on March 12.

Not only was Young given the award, 
but he was surprised by several of his 
current and former students who were on 

hand to congratulate him personally and 
catch up.

“It’s exciting to see some of these kids 
be here to take part in this, that’s the best 
surprise of them all,” Young said.

PGA Tour golfers Justin Rose and 
Alex Smalley were on hand to say a few 
words to coach Young and to the First Tee 
students in attendance.

“In the program you get training not 
only in golf, but also in life skills and 
talking about how to handle when you’re 
faced with tough times,” Young said. 
“That is just going to be life, so you’ve 
just got to know how to preserve. We 
focus on the assets that are going to make 
you a great person and not just necessarily 
a great golfer.”

“When I was younger, I was doing a lot 
of different activities, and if I hadn’t done 

that, who knows, I may not be here where 
I’m at today,” Smalley said. “I think it’s 
big just getting exposed to a lot of differ-
ent things, and I know I would have loved 
coming to tournaments like this and meet-
ing players when I was that age.”

Young got started as a coach with First 
Tee in 2004 after he was teaching golf 
in a park near Brentwood Golf Course 
in Jacksonville and was approached by a 
man who told him about First Tee and the 
initiatives they had.

So, he wound up becoming a coach and 
he continues to carry on the love of the 
game and values that have been the focal 
point since those first grassroots begin-
nings.

Being an athlete himself, Young knows 
what it takes to play sports and how the 
right mindset can mean everything, just 

like in life.
“I played football, which was my sport, 

and I had to get my mind and body both 
in shape so that I was able to take on the 
challenge,” Young said. “They can carry 
that right mindset into life and with what-
ever they choose to do.”

Having rarely waned from his mission 
to help and give back the best way he 
knows how, and that is by teaching con-
tinues to be the driving force for Young 
and he plans to keep it going as long as 
there are children out there he can teach.

“You don’t do it for the awards, but it 
does let me know that I’m doing some-
thing right, and it just shows how each 
day I go out to teach classes is so enjoy-
able for me,” Young said. “Just looking 
to continue to serve as an inspiration 
through golf.” 

Robert Young was thanked for his 20 years of service as a golf instructor with First Tee of North 
Florida during a ceremony at THE PLAYERS on March 12.

Photos by Anthony Richards
PGA Tour golfer Justin Rose shares a few words during the presentation.
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Sawgrass Country Club move-in-ready 2br condo with private 2-car garage, $745,000.
Highland Glen one level 3br + guest house, stunning primary bathroom, $849,000.
Marsh Landing 5br pool home, private marsh location, new kitchen, $1,725,000. 
Pablo Creek Reserve Estates 5br, two 2-car garages, timeless quality, $3,150,000. 
Ponte Vedra By the Sea 4BR home near beach access, $1,225,000.

UNDER CONTRACT

a new home in select  
Northeast Florida  

communities! 
SCORE

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Resourceful. Responsible. Respected.
Jacksonville Business Journal 2020

#3 realtor in ne Fl
Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2023

Clare Berry
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Brand New 55+ Active 
Living Community

1, 2, 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR LEASE
RISEPONTEVEDRA.COM |  (904) 341-5242 |         @RISEPONTEVEDRA

NOW
LEASING

Apply Today!

OUR COMMUNITY FEATURES:
HEATED RESORT-STYLE POOL

CLUBHOUSE

PRIVATE & COVERED PARKING

PET PARK & SPA

MEDIA & MUSIC LOUNGE

24-HR FITNESS CENTER

CONTROLLED ACCESS

LIFESTYLE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

YOGA STUDIO

CYBER CAFÉ

CREATIVE ARTS WORKSHOP

GAME ROOM

SECURE PACKAGE ROOM

OUTDOOR GRILLING STATIONS

ABC Golf Championship Premium Tasting Event held on March 13
The ABC Wine Tasting event took place on March 13 of TPC Week and included a 

mix of fine wines and golf. Guests were welcome to sample a variety of wine selec-
tions.

Photos by Susan Griffin

Marguerite D'Andrea, Janice Li and Chandra Churchill.

Amy Frank and Karrie Frankel.

Andy and Kim Scott. Gloria Dongara, Christine Ondek, Felicia Cox, Geri Price and 
Eileen Dyson. 

Proceeds from ticket sales benefitted the Pace Center for Girls in Jacksonville, which was 
presented with a check at the event.
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NEW LOCATION
2202 Sawgrass Village Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

ORANGE PARK
1409 Kingsley Ave., #4C
Orange Park FL 32073

BIG FIRM 
CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM
RELIABILITY
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today!

904-686-2822 Tammy Long, CPA and Doug Benefield, CPA
Co-Founders

elevatedcpasolutions.com

THE PLAYERS Celebration helped kick off tournament week
Just as the name implies, THE PLAYERS Celebration was a time to be joyful in anticipation for the week of fun times and golf that was on schedule when the event took place 

on March 11.
Photos by Susan Griffin

Derrick & Sharon Prince SCAD Bee SharpsScott Maynard & Lewis Maynard 
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Book Direct & Save
904-824-1112

3465 Coastal Hwy, St. Augustine

1 Acre Private1 Acre Private

www.oceansandsvilanobeach.com

Literacy event featured at PLAYERS Championship
By Shaun Ryan

Two dynamic literacy programs were 
featured Thursday, March 14, as Nemours 
Children’s Health and THE PLAYERS 
Championship welcomed Jacksonville 
Mayor Donna Deegan and students from 
the Becoming Collegiate Academy to 
the tournament’s Kids Zone for a special 
event.

PLAYERS Executive Director Lee 
Smith called youth support and education 

a charitable pillar of the tournament.
“We always want to make a positive 

impact in the communities in which we 
play,” he said, “and these types of part-
nerships allow all our fans, business lead-
ers and volunteers to all come together, to 
row in the right direction and to support 
such a great cause.”

Dr. Larry Moss, Nemours Children’s 
Health president and CEO, spoke about 
the Reading BrightStart! program, which 
was founded in 2005. In recognition that 

literacy and health are closely linked, the 
program seeks to promote reading for all 
children, focusing on birth through age 8.

“The difference between life expec-
tancy for a high school dropout compared 
to a college graduate: 17 years,” Moss 
said. “And there’s no stronger predictor 
of finishing high school than reading pro-
ficiency in third grade … Those trajecto-
ries are set early, and if they’re set in the 
wrong direction, that’s it for a lifetime. If 
they’re set in the right direction, that’s an 

assurance for a lifetime.”
He cited a recent national scorecard 

that found 37% of children in the United 
States are struggling to achieve a fourth-
grade reading proficiency level.

“Of even greater concern is that the 
very best readers are not getting better, 
and the struggling readers are not catch-
ing up,” he added.

Reading BrightStart! is currently 

LITERACY continues on Page 30

Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan reads “Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar?” by Bonnie 
Lass and Philemon Sturges while children from the Becoming Collegiate Academy listen.

Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan distributes books and backpacks to the children in 
attendance.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
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A look inside the Lexus Suite at THE PLAYERS

The view from the TOUR Suite

Photos by Susan Griffin

Photos by Susan Griffin

Contributed photo
Susan Griffin, Geri Price, Gloria Dongara and 
Christine Ondek.

Brian and Tina Zehren.

Guests enjoyed refreshments, lunch and snacks during THE PLAYERS Championship at the Lexus Island Suite on the 16th green. Lexus was the tournament vehicle sponsor.

At the TOUR Suite, located in a marquee overlooking the 18th green and featuring premier views, guests enjoyed 
refreshments, breakfast, brunch and appetizers.
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2025 INFINITI QX80
The all-new 2025 INFINITI QX80 complements its 

alluring design and commanding powertrain with an 
interior that artfully elevates the meaning of luxury.
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communities in which they live and play, 
and this is something that has been preva-
lent throughout Jim’s entire playing career.

“There’s no better example of that 
than the Furyk Foundation, and both he 
and Tabitha do such a great job,” Smith 
said. “They are building just such a great 
reputation, not only for their events, but 
by partnering with organizations like 
Nemours, Blessings with a Backpack, and 
the many more.”

“It’s really cool to see a PGA Tour 
player that doesn’t have to do this, or he 
could just rely on the organization to do 
it for him, but he and Tabitha want to be 
so involved and it shows their passion for 
giving back,” Smith said.

Twenty-five students from Andrew 
Robinson Elementary School in Jackson-
ville and their families attended the kids 
zone area and got to spend some quality 
time together laughing and playing the 
various game stations available as guests 
of Nemours and THE PLAYERS.

Some of the games included miniature 
putting greens, a large-scale version of the 

game Operation and Skee-Ball, as well as 
virtual activities and a coloring wall.

Smith and Furyk both spent time 
helping teach the children about some 
techniques to hold a putter and offered 
guidance while they took part during the 
putting portion.

“I think golf is a platform and a vehicle 
to reach out to different audiences and 
help, whether that’s inside the ropes or 
outside of them, is a really worthwhile 
thing,” Smith said. “When you put a golf 
club into a child’s hands, initially your 
first question is ‘Are you right-handed or 
left-handed?”

That initial question has the potential 
to grow into something special and could 
create future golf fans and players, or 
at the least it introduces them to a new 
experience that they had never interacted 
with before.

“When one rolls in the hole after two or 
three tries and you see them realize that 
was they’re goal and they just achieved it, 
and the light it puts in their eyes and smile 
on their face, is what it’s all about,” Smith 
said. “It is not only great for them, but also 
for the game of golf and for the future of 
the sport. That’s how golf can grow any-
time you put a club in a child’s hands.”

Nemours
Continued from 1

Nemours, the Jim & Tabitha Furyk Foundation and Blessings in a Backpack teamed up for a fun 
event at the kid zone at THE PLAYERS on March 13.

Pro golfer Jim Furyk teaches a child how to hold a putter.

THE PLAYERS executive director Lee Smith was on hand to provide some tips of his own.

Twenty-five students from Andrew Robinson Elementary School in Jacksonville and their 
families attended the kids zone area for the special event.

Children play a large-scale version of Operation.

The coloring wall in the kids zone was a popular place.

Photos by Anthony Richards
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ELEVATE YOUR GAME WITH 
PREMIER HEALTHCARE FROM 
COASTAL HEALTH
At Coastal Health, we’re more than a network of healthcare providers; we’re a 
beacon of innovative patient care in the heart of Northeast Florida and Southeast 
Georgia. By uniting our multi-specialty practices, physicians and dedicated staff 
under the Coastal Health umbrella, we’ve created a collaborative healthcare 
environment that’s simply unrivaled. 

Drive Forward with Innovative Care

Pediatrics  • Preventative Care     
Chronic Disease Management  
Geriatrics • Women’s & Men’s Health 
904.321.8600

SPECIALTY CARE

Our mission is to deliver streamlined, high-level 
healthcare that not only meets but exceeds your 
expectations, all at a reduced expense compared 
to traditional hospital systems. With more than 25 
years of serving our communities, our physician-
led organization is at the forefront of medical 
advancements, ensuring you’re always at the top 
of your game. 

Welcome to the Coastal Health 
family—where we’re dedicated to 
keeping you active, healthy and 
swinging strong.

COASTALHEALTH.COM

COASTALHEALTHPRIMARYCARE.COM

PRIMARY CARE

Spine & Pain  • Injury Rehabilitation  
Orthopedics • Physical Therapy  
Nephrology • Psychiatry • Research   
Addiction Medicine
904.321.8605
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Photos by Shaun Ryan
PLAYERS Championship Executive Director 
Lee Smith speaks during a literacy event at 
Kids Zone.

implemented in 61 of Florida’s 67 coun-
ties. It offers a preschool reading screener 
with a customized list of recommended 
activities that boost children’s literacy 
skills.

Moss said participating programs 
report that at-risk or struggling learn-
ers improve their understanding in basic 
reading concepts by between 98% and 
124%.

“We know that literacy is one of the 
most essential elements to developing 
young brains, to making sure that kids 
are ready to succeed in school,” said Dr. 
Kara Walker, executive vice president 
and chief population health officer for 
Nemours Children’s Health. “And when 
you think about the social drivers that are 
connected to health outcomes, education 
success is just one of them.”

Deegan spoke about her River City 
Readers program, launched citywide in 
January. Students of all ages are chal-
lenged to read 20 minutes a day and log 
their reading time online. The chal-
lenge offers prizes and incentives to the 
students.

“We’re going to make this super fun 
all year long, because we know if we 
can make reading fun for kids, if we can 
enhance their love of reading, they’ll be 
readers for a lifetime,” Deegan said.

The program has been wildly success-
ful. In less than two months, the young 
participants collectively surpassed the 
goal of 300,000 minutes organizers had 
set for the entire year. As a result, Deegan 
announced that the goal has now been 
increased to a million minutes by year’s 
end.

Also, Thursday, Deegan read to the 
children in attendance, who then enjoyed 
several literacy-related games.

For information about Reading Bright-
Start! go to readingbrightstart.org. For 
information about River City Readers, 
go to jaxpubliclibrary.org/blog/mayor-
deegans-river-city-readers-citywide-liter-
acy-challenge.

Literacy 
Continued from 25

A boy from the Becoming Collegiate 
Academy practices his putting and reading 
skills in a game at Kids Zone.

A girl from the Becoming Collegiate 
Academy writes a word in a “sand trap” while 
Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan looks on.

Dr. Kara Walker, executive vice president 
and chief population health officer for 
Nemours Children’s Health, speaks about the 
relationship between literacy and health.

Dr. Larry Moss, Nemours Children’s 
Health president and CEO, speaks during 
a special literacy event at THE PLAYERS 
Championship.
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The PGA TOUR has assembled one of the finest, 
award-winning golf instruction teams in the game 
at the famed TPC Sawgrass facility located in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Led by top-ranked 
golf instructor, Todd Anderson, expert instructors 
will begin with a complete assessment and develop 
a plan to quickly improve all facets of your game.

LEARN MORE 
 TOURPERFORMANCECENTER.COM 

(904) 280-2452

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE

Thursday sights from THE PLAYERS
The following are photos from first round action at 

THE PLAYERS.
Photos by Anthony Richards

Xander Schauffele eyes a tee shot during his seven-under 
round, which had him tied for the first-round lead.

Heisman Trophy winner Caleb Williams was following the 
group that included Jordan Spieth, Rory McIlroy and Viktor 
Hovland during the first round.

Michael Kim thanks a volunteer after finishing up his round.

Ben Griffin hits a shot from some pine straw.

Rory McIlroy found his groove during the first round and 
shared the lead at seven-under as a result. THURSDAY continues on Page 34
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After Hours at THE PLAYERS

Felicia Cox and Linda Garner.

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Ponte Vedra Recorder 

Ponte Vedra Wellness Center 

Jerry Shafer and Morgan Matlock. Matt Price, Susan Phillips and Isabelle Renault.  Maria Rodriguez and Liesl Savage.

Miracle Leaf Peter verDorn and Megan Monzo. Rebecca Mason 

The following are photos from the joint After Hours at THE PLAYERS Championship event, co-hosted by the St. Johns County Chamber and the Jacksonville Chamber of Com-
merce. The member event was held on THE PLAYERS grounds and took place March 7.

Photos by Susan Griffin
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Photos by Anthony Richards

Justin Thomas and his caddie discuss an upcoming tee shot.

Rickie Fowler and Justin Thomas (left to right) walk among 
the fans to get to their next hole.

Defending champion and world No. 1 Scottie Scheffler started 
strong and was tied for sixth at five-under.

Shane Lowry closely watches a tee shot.A fan dressed up in his best St. Patrick’s Day attire.

Thursday
Continued from 31
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OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS

(904) 484-7580
59 West Ave St Augustine, FL 32084

Titan Shutters and Screens is a  
one-stop shop for upgrading outdoor 

spaces, offering top-of-the-line products 
and high-quality installation and 

customer service.

Call (904) 484-7580 for more 
information or to request a free quote.

Awnings • Pergolas • Retractable Screens
Shade Systems • Screen Rooms

TitanShuttersandScreens.com

TURN YOUR OUTDOOR 
SPACE INTO AN

enchanting oasis
TURN YOUR OUTDOOR 

SPACE INTO AN

enchanting oasis
Friday sights from 

THE PLAYERS
The following are photos from second 

round action at THE PLAYERS.

Photos by Anthony Richards

Matti Schmid of Germany made a move 
during the second round and sat in the top 
five at eight-under. 

Wyndham Clark reacts after coming close to 
draining a lengthy putt on No. 8. 

Matt NeSmith hammers a tee shot on No. 18. 

The crowds continued to pick up with each day. 

FRIDAY  continues on Page 36
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Independent Living 
Assisted Living 

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care  
Skilled Nursing 
On-Site Rehab 

4600 Middleton Park Circle East • Jacksonville FL 32224 • cypressvillageretirement.com 

Explore. Discover. Celebrate. 
Life at Cypress Village! 

904-807-6190

Photos by Anthony Richards

Scottie Scheffler reads a green.

Brian Harman had himself a day, shooting seven-under in the 
second round. 

Matt Fitzpatrick sat in a tie for second place at nine-under.

Rickie Fowler watches as Justin Thomas lines up a putt on No. 8.

Fans watch a tee shot from Joseph Bramlett on No. 16. 
J.T. Poston hits out of the pine straw on No. 18. He was four-
under for the day and is seven-under for the tournament. 

Fans enjoyed a beautiful day for golf. 

Friday
Continued from 35
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Ricki Taylor
Senior Mortgage Banker
NMLS #: 664168
6817 Southpoint Pkwy, Suite 903
Jacksonville, FL 32216
ricki.taylor@renasant.com
(904) 382-1607

I have joined a new team!
I am proud to announce that I have joined Renasant as a Senior Mortgage Lender. 

As a lender with years of experience in real estate financing, I can help you obtain the 
mortgage loan you need to purchase or build your dream home.

Contact me to get started today!

Saturday sights from THE PLAYERS
The following are photos from third round action at 

THE PLAYERS.
Photos by Anthony Richards

Fans order drinks at the bar during the third round.

Zac Blair hits a bunker shot.

The “gold man” statue at THE PLAYERS is a popular photo op-
portunity for fans.

Aaron Rai walks past fans on his way to the No. 17 tee box.

Aaron Rai hits his tee shot at No. 17. SATURDAY continues on Page 39



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 21, 202438   TP SEEN

Sawgrass Marriott hosts VIP event
The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa hosted its annual VIP party on March 16 during THE PLAYERS. It was a perfect way for many attendees and golf fans to relax and 

unwind following a fun day of golf and prior to heading into the final round the next day.
Photos by Susan Griffin

Alex Marozzi and Martha Gleason.
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Easter AT

EASTER BUNNY TEA

EASTER BRUNCH BUFFET SUNDAY BRUNCH
3/31 11AM-4PM 3/31 10AM-12:30PM

3/30 12PM-3:30PM

Photos by Anthony Richards

Rickie Fowler signs autographs at the kids autograph zone 
following his round.

Rickie Fowler points at a fan who made noise during his back 
swing at the No. 16 tee.

Fans arrived early to preserve a prime viewing point of the 
famed “Island Green.”

Fans celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at this year’s tournament.

Brian Harman made a charge on moving day, shooting eight-
under for the round to get to 15-under for the tournament. J.T. Poston hits off the tee at No. 2.

Gary Woodland and Mackenzie Hughes walk off the No. 16 
tee box.

Saturday
Continued from 37
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Visit our family of award-winning publications

An All-Access Pass To The Community News You Love
Visit pontevedrarecorder.com today to see what’s going on in Ponte Vedra,

 St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

T H E  L A S  C R U C E S

 PonteVedraRecorder.com | ClayTodayOnline.com | LasCrucesBulletin.com

Sunday sights from THE PLAYERS
The following are photos from final round action at 

THE PLAYERS.
Photos by Craig O’Neal

Fans flocked to the famed “Island Green” at No. 17 to watch 
the final round action.

Rory McIlroy takes aim at No. 17.

It was clear that the final round coincided with St. Patrick’s 
Day this year.

A fun time for the whole family.

THE PLAYERS trophy made its way to the course during the 
final round. SUNDAY continues on Page 41
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13
4-8 p.m. • James Weldon 
Johnson Park

JOHN LUMPKIN  

& THE COVENANT 

THE KATZ DOWNSTAIRZ 

MAMA BLUE FEATURING:

SHOUT OUT TO 
OUR SPONSORS!

Delivered to you by

FREE TO ATTEND

 Celebration
MORROW

A Community Concert Celebration
UNITING FOR TOMORROW

Photos by Craig O’Neal

Scheffler walks over to the trophy presentation.On an island, but not alone.

Brian Harman caps a wonderful round and finished just one 
shot back of the lead at 19-under.

Scottie Scheffler hits his last fairway shot of the tournament 
en route to repeating.

Volunteers are the unsung heroes of the tournament each 
year.

Sunday
Continued from 40
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Deegan to speak 
at Coastal Friends 

luncheon
Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan will 

be the guest speaker at the next Coastal 
Friends monthly luncheon, to be held 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. April 3 at Marsh Land-
ing Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing 
Parkway, Ponte Vedra Beach. Deegan, 
the city’s first female mayor, is also a 
published author, breast cancer awareness 
advocate and former television anchor of 
First Coast News.

The luncheon is open to the community, 
members and guests of Coastal Friends. 
The menu will consist of caesar salad, 
roasted pork tips al mojo with herbed 
velouté, mashed potatoes and carrot cake. 
The cost to attend is $25. Seating will be 
limited for this highly sought-after event, 
so reservations must be made in advance 
by contacting bartshar@comcast.net.    

Established in 1998, Coastal Friends 
is a social group of women who live in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee, Jackson-
ville, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, 

Atlantic Beach, St. Augustine and the 
surrounding area.  Some of the activities 
offered are: adventures and outings, book 
club, bunco, canasta and canasta lessons, 
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out, mah 
jongg and wine socials.

Luncheons are held on the first Wednes-
day of every month, except for July and 
August. Additionally, Coastal Friends col-
lects food and pet items, toys, gently used 
items and donates them to various local 
organizations and animal shelters.

April’s organization of the month is 
ISAIAH 117 House, a nonprofit group 
formed to meet the needs of children, spe-
cifically from the time of removal from 
their homes until their foster placement. 
Their mission is to reduce trauma for 
children awaiting placement and to ease 
the transition for foster families.

New members are welcome throughout 
the year.  

All Northeast Florida community 
members are invited to The Sisisky-
Kleppinger Annual Endowed Lecture 
for Women’s Health from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 3. Baptist Health heart 
specialists and Wolfson Children’s Hos-
pital cardiologists are coming together 
in an expert panel to discuss preventive 
heart care, signs of heart failure and how 
to prevent sudden cardiac death.

Sudden cardiac arrest occurs when an 
electrical malfunction in the heart causes 
the heart to stop beating and pumping 
blood. During sudden cardiac arrest, 
blood does not travel to the brain, lungs 
and other organs, causing a person to 
lose consciousness. As the name sug-
gests, sudden cardiac arrest often hap-
pens suddenly. Knowing what to do in 
the critical moments after an individual 
collapses can save their life.   

To provide education about the warn-
ing signs and symptoms of cardiac ar-
rest, as well as guidelines for what to do 
to save someone’s life, expert panelists 
will lead a discussion and answer audi-
ence questions. The discussion will be 
moderated by C.C. Brooks, vice presi-
dent of Patient Care Services at Wolf-

son Children’s Hospital, and panelists 
include:

• Judy Ashouri MD, pediatric electro-
physiologist at Wolfson Children’s Terry 
Heart Institute 

• Geetanjali Dang MD, cardiologist at 
Baptist Heart Specialists

• Matthew McKillop MD, electro-
physiologist and medical director of the 
Electrophysiology Program at Baptist 
Heart Specialists 

• Khushboo Parikh MD, pediatric 
cardiologist at Wolfson Children’s Terry 
Heart Institute

• Siddharth Wayangankar MD, inter-
ventional cardiologist and medical direc-
tor of the Peripheral Vascular Program at 
Baptist Heart Specialists

The event will take place at WJCT 
Studios, 100 Festival Park Ave., Jack-
sonville. Here is the schedule:

• 5:30-6 p.m.: Reception
• 6-6:30 p.m.: Welcome and panelist 

introductions
• 6:30-8 p.m.: Panel discussion and 

audience questions
There is no cost for attendees. Attend-

ees are asked to pre-register at Wom-
ensLecture.com/2024.

Cardiac arrest 
subject of Women’s 

Health lecture



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 21, 2024 COMMUNITY NEWS   43

our 9th birthday!our 9th birthday!
come celebratecome celebrate

04.13.2024
Trasca & Co. Eatery
155 Tourside Dr., Suite #1500
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Let us know
you’ll be there!

RSVP now

LIVE MUSIC
DELICIOUS FOOD & DRINKS
PANINO STICK EATING CONTEST

LOCAL VENDORS

ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS

AND MORE!

Eagle Scout builds outdoor gym
Episcopal School of Jacksonville 

(ESJ) student Peter Fouts, Class of 2026, 
earned his Eagle Scout rank on Feb. 8. 
He has been a member of BSA Troop 
277 at Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte 
Vedra Beach since 2019.

Peter completed his Eagle Scout 
Service Project to benefit the school’s 

rowing program. He designed and built 
an outdoor gym for the middle and upper 
school rowers to use for strength training, 
which is located behind the Walton Boat 
House on the school’s Knight Campus.

Peter and his work day crew, which 
included several rowing teammates, tore 
down some old, broken pull-up bars, 

cleaned out overgrown brush and built 
updated pull-up bars at varying heights, 
as well as three raised platforms equipped 
with weight racks and designed for per-
forming sit-ups, push-ups, leg raises, as 
well as for use with weights.

Peter raised $1,300 for his project 
materials through donations and selling 

Christmas poinsettias. Several current 
and alumni rowing families contributed 
to his project.

A total of 205 service hours were con-
tributed to this project with Peter contrib-
uting 67 of these service hours.

The rowing team began using the out-
door gym this fall.

Contributed photos
Peter Fouts earned his Eagle Scout rank after completion of an outdoor gym.

Feeding the hungry
Ponte Vedra Church, in support of Blessings in a Backpack, purchased, packed and 

delivered 153 food bags for students attending Sea Breeze Elementary in Jacksonville 
Beach during their spring break. This is the third year the church has supported this 
mission. Each bag contains three meals for seven days.

For those students needing assistance, these food bags support the notion, “that no 
child should go hungry.” The event is driven by the Ladies Thursday Morning Bible 
Study and supported by the congregation.  

Ponte Vedra Church is a Bible-based, mission-driven congregation with an emphasis 
on supporting local communities. Worship services are held at 11 a.m. each Sunday, 
and the church is located at 76 S. Roscoe Blvd. Small Bible study groups meet through-
out the week.  

Contributed photo
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Community Hospice & Palliative Care 
is joining the nation in celebrating Social 
Work Month this March, recognizing 
social workers’ invaluable contributions 
in hospice care.

As an organization committed to pro-
viding compassionate and comprehensive 
end-of-life care, Community Hospice & 
Palliative Care extends its appreciation to 
its dedicated team of social workers who 

play a crucial role in enhancing the well-
being of our patients and their families.

Social Work Month is an opportunity 
to highlight the impact of social workers 
in hospice care, emphasizing the essential 

support they provide to individuals fac-
ing life-limiting illnesses and their loved 
ones. Social workers are integral mem-
bers of the organization’s interdisciplin-
ary team, working collaboratively with 
other health care professionals to address 
patients’ and their families’ emotional, 
psychological and social needs.

“Our social workers embody the heart 
of our organization, consistently demon-
strating empathy, compassion and exper-
tise in navigating the complex challenges 
associated with end-of-life care,” said 
Mary McElroy, senior vice president of 
hospice services at Community Hospice 
& Palliative Care. “Their dedication 
to enhancing the quality of life for our 
patients and families is truly commend-
able, and we are honored to celebrate 
their contributions during Social Work 
Month.”

In hospice care, social workers provide 
emotional support, facilitating communi-
cation between patients and their families 
and connecting them with community 
resources. They play a pivotal role in 
helping individuals cope with the emo-
tional aspects of end-of-life transitions, 
ensuring that the care provided is not 
only medically sound but also sensitive to 
each patient’s unique needs and prefer-
ences.

Community Hospice & Palliative Care 
seeks to foster a supportive and inclusive 
environment for its social workers, recog-
nizing the importance of their role in pro-
moting holistic and patient-centered care. 
This Social Work Month, the organiza-
tion expresses its gratitude to its social 
workers for their unwavering dedication 
and commendable efforts in positively 
impacting lives.

For more information about Commu-
nity Hospice & Palliative Care and the 
services provided by its compassionate 
team of social workers, go to community-
hospice.com. 

Shipwreck Island opens for the 2024 season
Adventure Landing’s showcase attraction, Shipwreck 

Island Waterpark, opened for the 2024 season on March 
15 for spring break. The waterpark will be open daily 
through March 31 and will then be open weekends only 
through May 5. Shipwreck Island Waterpark consists of 
slides “from mild to wild” so there is always something 
for everyone, regardless of age.

 A complete operating schedule can be found on 
Adventure Landing’s website at jacksonville-beach.
adventurelanding.com/plan-your-visit/hours.

Adventure Landing is a “pay as you play” facility for 
its year-round attractions (go-karts, miniature golf, laser 
tag, batting cages and arcade games). Waterparks guests 
can pay for a daily admission or purchase a season 
pass to Shipwreck Island. The cost of a daily admission 
varies, and details can be found on the website. Water-
park season passes, which allow passholders unlimited 
admission, are on sale for a limited time only and are the 

best way to save so guests can swim, splash and play all 
summer long.

As one of the most popular attractions for kids and 
families anywhere on the First Coast, the community 
will enjoy yet another season of celebrations, events and 
family fun at Adventure Landing Jacksonville Beach.

Special events being planned include some annual 
favorites: Easter egg hunts, character breakfasts, various 
community Appreciation Days and more.

Adventure Landing and Shipwreck Island Waterpark is 
located at 1944 Beach Blvd. in Jacksonville Beach. The 
entertainment park offers a combination of family fun 
attractions including waterpark, video games, go-karts, 
laser tag, miniature golf courses, batting cages, birthday 
parties, corporate team building and group events.

For more details, call 904-246-4386 or go to adven-
turelanding.com.

Contributed photo
An aerial view of Shipwreck Island.

Community Hospice & Palliative Care observes Social Work Month
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Cypress Village Retirement Commu-
nity has launched its new Touchdown 
Community App, offering residents seam-
less access to community updates, events 
and connections. 

The Touchdown Community App 
simplifies community updates, event 
planning and social connections, making 
it the go-to resource for Cypress Village 
residents. From important announcements 
to exciting activities, everything residents 
need to know is just a tap away.

The app integrates with Amazon 
Alexa, enabling residents to easily access 
information with voice commands, mak-
ing tasks like checking menus effortless 
for those with low vision. By integrating 
with Amazon Alexa, Cypress Village 
ensures that everyone, including those 
with low vision, can easily access infor-
mation. Residents can simply ask Alexa 
to open the community app and inquire 
about daily menus or upcoming events, 
enhancing independence and accessibility 
for all.

App offers 
Cypress Village 

residents access

Contributed photo
Resident Kate Nall’s one-on-one app session 
showcased the app’s user-friendly features, 
enhancing community engagement.

Florida Water Tours 
showcases native wildlife

Nestled in a gentle dip on the Northeast Florida coast, St. 
Augustine has miles of waterways just waiting to be explored. 
The Intracoastal Waterway, comprised of two main rivers, the 
Tolomato and Matanzas, meanders through the Nation’s Old-
est City and is teaming with wildlife.

Florida Water Tours specializes in boat tours that show 
passengers the beauty of St. Augustine’s maritime ecosystem. 
Departing from Camachee Cove Yacht Harbor, Florida Water 
Tour’s Dolphin and Wildlife Adventure is a chance to enjoy 
wildlife viewing with captains and crew who are passionate 
environmental advocates.

“I started Florida Water Tours so I could share my love of 
dolphins and the great outdoors,” said Jessica Jadick, founder 
and owner of Florida Water Tours. “If you had asked me what 
my dream job was as a child, it would be this – I’m doing it 
right now! When I started this business, I knew I wanted to 
stoke this same fire for the marine environment in the next 
generation. Our Dolphin and Wildlife Adventure is the perfect 
place to start learning about our local wildlife – it’s captivat-
ing for adults while still engaging for children.”

The Dolphin and Wildlife Adventure Tour has professional 
marine naturalists who take passengers to the best places to 
view the plethora of wildlife that call the waters of St. Augus-
tine home. The guide creates a dynamic and interactive learn-
ing environment, revealing fun and fascinating facts, all while 
searching for birds, dolphins, manatees and turtles.

Although the wildlife is the star of the show, the historical 
stories and landmarks of St. Augustine can’t help but make an 
appearance.

The Dolphin and Wildlife Cruise is a 90-minute excursion 
and departs daily at 10 a.m., noon and 4:30 p.m. Florida Water 
Tour’s two vessels, The Osprey and The Island Breeze, are 

docked at Camachee Cove Yacht Harbor, just north of down-
town St. Augustine, with plentiful, free parking.

The Dolphin and Wildlife Tour is $29 for ages 13 and older, 
$16 for ages 3 to 12, and $7 for children 2 and under.

Water, soft drinks and snacks are available for purchase on 
both boats. Guests may purchase alcoholic beverages on board 
The Osprey, while The Island Breeze is BYOB. Guests can 
check availability at floridawatertour.com/cruises/dolphin-
cruise.

“Our focus has always been creating a living classroom, 
where people of all ages can come and learn about the marine 
environment while having a really good time,” said Jadick. 
“This area has a dynamic ecosystem made up of wetlands, 
coastal marshes, and active wildlife — we enjoy it every day, 
and we love being able to share it with our passengers.”

Photos provided by Island Sun Media
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Kersey joins Ponte Vedra Wellness Center
Dr. Erika Hamer, chiropractic neu-

rologist and owner of Ponte Vedra 
Wellness Center, has announced that Dr. 
Deborah Kersey has joined the practice. 
Kersey brings more than 20 years of 
experience to patients at Ponte Vedra 
Wellness Center.

Kersey received her Doctor of Chiro-
practic from Chiropractic School at Life 
University in Marietta, Georgia. She 
also holds an advanced certification in 
Webster Technique, which allows her to 
make a difference in the lives of preg-
nant patients, helping to ensure a safe, 
efficient and easy labor. She is a mem-
ber the Florida Chiropractic Association 
and has held a variety of leadership 
positions throughout her career.  

Kersey became aware of the many 
benefits of chiropractic care at a very 
early age. Her mother worked for a chi-
ropractor and started taking her daughter 
for adjustments at age 6, when she was 

suffering from recurring ear infections. 
After that issue cleared up, her mother 
would take her every time she had a 

cold or other childhood illness and her 
recovery time was quicker than most 
children her age with similar issues.

“I experienced for myself how regular 
adjustments positively affect the im-
mune system,” she said. “Since I would 
often come to the practice after school, I 
feel as though I grew up in a chiroprac-
tor’s office and knew I wanted to help 
people in this same way when I was 
older.”

Kersey’s goal in treating her patients 
is to facilitate the body’s ability to heal 
itself through chiropractic care and to 
restore someone who is experiencing 
pain to a normal, active lifestyle.

In addition to acute care in the case 
of accident or injury, Kersey seeks to 
educate her patients on the need to get 
regular wellness adjustments in order to 
maintain their health and live their best 
life.

Kersey is married and enjoys quilting 

and curling in her spare time. She had 
been an active member of the Jackson-
ville Granite Curling Club since 2018 
and currently serves on the board as 
secretary. The curling club is open to all 
and regularly holds workshops to teach 
the skills, rules and safety precautions of 
the sport. Curling is a good workout and 
is a team sport accessible to all, despite 
fitness level or disability — curling can 
even be done if one is in a wheelchair.

“We are thrilled to welcome Dr. 
Kersey to the practice,” said Hamer. 
“I have known Dr. Kersey for over 20 
years and her philosophy of wellness 
aligns perfectly with our goals at Ponte 
Vedra Wellness Center. We know that 
patients will greatly benefit from her 
experience and expertise in healing 
through chiropractic.”

To learn more about the services of-
fered at Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, go 
to pontevedrawellnesscenter.com.

LBA Hospitality, a renowned hotel 
management company focused on de-
livering exceptional guest experiences, 
has announced the grand opening of Tru 
by Hilton Jacksonville West. Located at 
4142 Perimeter Industrial Parkway, this 
new hotel marks the latest addition to 
the Tru by Hilton brand and represents 
LBA’s first collaboration with Pritchard 

Hospitality, LLC.
“The opening of Tru Jacksonville 

West marks a significant milestone for 
LBA Hospitality, showcasing our dedi-
cation to collaborating with outstand-
ing partners like Pritchard Hospitality, 
LLC,” said Beau Benton, president of 
LBA Hospitality. “As a dynamic and 
forward-thinking brand, we are thrilled 

to introduce Tru by Hilton Jackson-
ville West as the newest addition to our 
portfolio.”

Ideally situated in Perimeter West 
Industrial Park, this four-story, 82-room 
hotel enjoys a prime location surround-
ed by prominent commercial landmarks, 
including an Amazon distribution center, 
a UPS customer center and the CSX 
Intermodal center. Just 15 minutes from 
JAX Airport, Tru Jacksonville West ca-
ters to both business and leisure travel-
ers, offering innovative and comfortable 
accommodations near key attractions 
such as the Jacksonville Equestrian 
Center, downtown Jacksonville and the 
beaches of Northeast Florida.

Owned by Pritchard Hospitality LLC 
and managed by LBA Hospitality, this 
hotel is the first Tru hotel to join LBA’s 
portfolio of 111 hotels, which includes 
properties from Marriott, IHG, Hyatt 
and independent brands, along with 
51 Hilton branded properties. With a 
proven track record providing award-
winning hospitality, LBA brings exper-
tise and a commitment to unparalleled 
guest service to this new venture.

Tru by Hilton is a midscale brand that 

offers a fresh and innovative hotel expe-
rience for travelers. The hotel’s central 
lobby, The Hive, is designed to create 
a unique atmosphere where guests can 
dine, work, play and relax. The game 
area features pool, foosball and shuffle-
board, while well-equipped work pods 
offer guests a quiet spot for work.

Guest rooms at Tru Jacksonville West 
prioritize comfort and functionality with 
mobile desks, multiple device charging 
stations and sound absorption solutions. 
The hotel is pet-friendly and offers ex-
pert guidance through a partnership with 
Mars Petcare for an enhanced stay for 
pets and their human companions.

Tru also guarantees prompt resolu-
tion of guest concerns with their Tru 
Promise, providing a high standard of 
quality service. The hotel uses technol-
ogy such as the Hilton Honors app to 
provide seamless digital check-in, room 
selection and convenient access with the 
Digital Key feature, enhancing conve-
nience for guests.

Reservations for Tru by Hilton Jack-
sonville West can be made online at 
trubyhilton.com/jacksonvillewest or by 
calling the hotel at 904-865-0050.

Dr. Deborah Kersey

Tru by Hilton Jacksonville West hotel opens
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Experience the good a simple smile can do.

GUEST COLUMN

How a gift of money 
can help build investing habits

Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

As a parent or grandparent, you likely 
want to teach children sound money 
habits and help them become financially 
successful adults. 

There are a variety of ways to instill 
good financial habits. The following 
two approaches allow you to gift assets 
to children while providing them with 
hands-on investment experience that may 
prove useful in the future.

Custodial accounts
Custodial accounts can be opened for 

your children before they turn 18. They 
can be a useful vehicle to teach them 
about the principles of money and invest-
ing. 

With these accounts, custodians control 
how investments are managed. Shar-
ing account statements and the way you 
make decisions on your children’s behalf 
can be an opportunity to teach smart 
investment principles. 

There are a couple of considerations 
you will want to think about as you 
determine whether such an approach is 
right for you and your family. First, when 
funding these accounts, keep in mind that 
control of these accounts transfers to the 
child when the custodianship ends. This 
generally happens when the child reaches 
age 18, 19 or 21, depending on state law. 
You may not want your child to have 
control of more financial assets than they 
can handle at that age.

It is also important to know that special 
tax rules, the “kiddie tax” rules, may ap-
ply. The income and capital gains gener-
ated in these accounts could be taxed at 
the parents’ income-tax rates for children 

under age 19 (age 24 if a full-time stu-
dent). This means your young child may 
be required to file an income-tax return of 
their own. Your tax adviser can help you 
determine how these rules would apply to 
your situation.

Gifting money in an IRA (Individual 
Retirement Account)

Helping fund an IRA can benefit adult 
children who are starting their careers 
and can’t afford to contribute to a retire-
ment account or don’t have a workplace 
retirement plan. Even teens with earned 
income can fund an IRA.

The earlier your children start investing 
for retirement, the more their investments 
may accumulate over time. There are two 
types of IRA, a Traditional and a Roth.

• Traditional IRA: If eligible, your 
child may receive a tax deduction when 
they contribute to a Traditional IRA, 
which will also offer tax-deferred growth 
potential. Any earnings from the account 
may grow tax free until the money is 
finally distributed.

• Roth IRA: This type of account is 
not eligible for tax relief on the contribu-
tions, but any earnings could be distrib-
uted tax-free if taken after the Roth has 

been opened for more than five years 
and your child is aged 59½ or older. In 
addition, your child may be able to tap 
into these funds if they need them due to 
a disability or for use in purchasing their 
first home.

If you are thinking of gifting money, 
be sure to talk to a tax professional. Any 
time you give money to a child — includ-
ing to a custodial account or an IRA — 
IRS gift rules apply. 

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide 
tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your tax and legal advisors to deter-
mine how this information may apply 
to your own situation.

This article was written by/for Wells 
Fargo Advisors and provided courtesy 
of Jamie Seim, CFP, Senior Vice Presi-
dent – Investment Officer in Ponte 
Vedra Beach at 904-273-7917.

Investment and Insurance Products 
are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Fed-
eral Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation 
of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any 
Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Includ-
ing Possible Loss of the Principal 
Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name 
used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells 
Fargo & Company. PM-06132025-
6160289.1.1
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. 

Photo provided by Ponte Vedra Wealth Management
Pictured from left: Jamie L. Seim, Matthew D. Guevara, Evonne T. Heykens and Stephen T. 
Foody.
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A look at major career develop-
ments in the area

Cancer center names Dragov-
ich oncologist-in-chief

Tomislav “Tom” Dragov-
ich MD, PhD, joined Baptist 
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
as head of the Division of 
Cancer Medicine and medical 
oncologist-in-chief effective 
March 11. He will also serve as 
medical director of the center’s 
clinical research programs.

Dragovich brings more than two decades of experi-
ence in medical oncology and clinical research to the 
region, with significant expertise in gastrointestinal 
cancer, innovative clinical trials and cancer drug devel-
opment.

He will play a major role in enhancing clinical inves-
tigations into new cancer treatments for patients and 
growing Baptist MD Anderson’s cancer medicine team, 
focusing on medical oncology, hematology, support-
ive and palliative care, and medical specialties to help 
meet the needs of the local community and beyond. 
His expertise in clinical research trials and developing 
Phase I therapies will bring significant support and new 
opportunities for patients seeking novel or experimen-
tal cancer treatments.  

GreenPointe Developers 
promotes Kern to division 
manager

GreenPointe Developers 
has promoted Gregg Kern to 
division manager in the North 
Florida Region.

In his new role, Kern 
directly oversees the develop-
ment team members as well 
as the daily operations of his 

North Florida division.
Since 2021, Kern has served as GreenPointe’s vice 

president of development for Northeast Florida com-
munities. He joined the company in 2013 as construc-
tion manager. His previous professional experience in 
both residential and commercial construction as well 
as his expertise in real estate development has proven 
invaluable to the GreenPointe team’s success.  

Kern earned a master’s degree in business adminis-
tration focused on finance, a bachelor’s degree in build-
ing construction management and an associate’s degree 
in business from the University of North Florida.

Players by the Sea adds two
Players by the Sea recently 

welcomed two new staff 
members to its team, signaling 
the organization’s commitment 
to growth as it prepares for its 
60th anniversary season. These 
new staff members are MacK-
enzie Kelvington, marketing 
manager, and Brandon Hines, 
box office coordinator.

Before coming to Players by 
the Sea, Kelvington worked 
in community outreach, guest 
services and public relations. 
Within her role as the market-
ing manager, she will oversee 
all marketing and advertising 
activities, including planning, 
budgeting and executing all 
engagement activities. 

Hines also returns “home” to 
Players by the Sea from working in customer service 
and sales. His responsibilities include daily operations 
of the box office and volunteer initiatives. 

Atkins promoted to manag-
ing broker

Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices Florida Network 
Realty has promoted Realtor 
Daryl Atkins to managing 
broker of the company’s Ponte 
Vedra/Nocatee office. Atkins 
replaces Holly Hayes, who 
will remain at the company as 
a broker associate in the Ponte 

Vedra/Nocatee office. 
Atkins has worked as a Realtor for nearly 25 years. 

During his career, he has earned numerous top produc-
ing awards and designations. 

Prior to his real estate career, Atkins worked in mar-
keting and advertising for Omnicom, a leading pro-
vider of brand and advertising services headquartered 
in New York City. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Indiana University. 

Atkins is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and volunteers with Special Olympics Florida and 
the Make a Wish Foundation of Central and Northern 
Florida. 

The Ponte Vedra Nocatee office is located at 333 
Village Main St., Suite 670. The telephone number is 
904-285-1800.

For more information about Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices Florida Network Realty, go to FloridaNet-

workRealty.com or FLNetworkRealty.com.

Moore joins real estate firm
Isabel Moore has joined Berkshire Hathaway Home-

Services Florida Network Realty. With a strong back-
ground in business management and entrepreneurship, 
and a passion for connecting with people, Moore brings 
a fresh perspective and unparalleled enthusiasm to her 
role within the agency.

A graduate of the University of South Carolina with a 
bachelor’s degree in business management and entre-
preneurship, Moore’s expertise in fostering relationships 
and creating value is evident in her successful career. 
Currently employed by the PGA Tour, Moore has honed 
her skills in sponsor relations while demonstrating a 
commitment to excellence and customer satisfaction.

You can contact Moore at 904-400-4132 and Isabel.
Moore@floridanetworkrealty.com or IMoore.floridanet-
workrealty.com. 

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333 Vil-
lage Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is man-
aged by Daryl Atkins, who can be reached at 904-285-
1800, Daryl.Atkins@FloridaNetworkRealty.com, and 
floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. 

Kirschner joins real estate 
company

Realtor and investment prop-
erty expert Seth Kirschner has 
returned to Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty. With a wealth of experi-
ence in real estate investment 
and a deep understanding of the 
market, Kirschner’s bilingual 
capabilities and familial ties to 

Colombia bring a unique perspective to his role within 
the agency.

Having established himself as a trusted adviser and 
successful entrepreneur in the real estate industry, 
Kirschner brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to 
his clients. With years of experience both as an invest-
ment property owner and business owner, Kirschner is 
well-equipped to guide his clients through every step of 
their real estate journey.

You can contact him at 904-826-9806 and Seth.
Kirschner@floridanetworkrealty.com or SKirschner.
floridanetworkrealty.com.

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333 Vil-
lage Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is man-
aged by Daryl Atkins, who can be reached at 904-285-
1800, Daryl.Atkins@FloridaNetworkRealty.com, and 
floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. 

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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NEFBA installs Perkins as 80th president
The Northeast Florida Builders As-

sociation (NEFBA) installed its 2024 
executive officers and board members 
Jan. 25. Meagan Perkins of Hart Re-
sources will serve as the 80th president 
of the association for the coming year. 
Perkins was presented with the gavel, 
representing NEFBA’s highest office 
of leadership, by her father and 1996 
NEFBA Past President Curtis Hart. 

“The legacy of NEFBA is built on 

80 years of industry leadership. This 
association has provided support and a 
collective voice for the home-building 
industry in Northeast Florida,” Perkins 
said. “I am humbly honored to serve as 
president for the coming year and look 
forward to working with our board and 
members to extend NEFBA’s contribu-
tion to the community.”

During the evening, officers and 
boards of directors were sworn in for 

the Custom Builders & Remodelers 
Council, Professional Women in Build-
ing, Sales and Marketing Council and 
Young Professional Group. NEFBA’s 
regional councils — Clay, Nassau and 
St. Johns Builders councils — held 
separate installations during the holi-
day season.

“Every president must devote a tre-
mendous amount of time and energy to 
the duties of the position, and it seems 

that with every passing year these 
responsibilities grow,” said NEFBA 
Executive Officer Jessie Spradley. “Our 
outgoing President Chris Wood had 
an amazing year, growing our asso-
ciation’s membership to fourth in the 
nation. I am confident that Meagan will 
continue forward with great leadership, 
and I am excited to work together to 

NEFBA  continues on Page 49
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ensure the housing needs 
of Northeast Florida are 
met.”

The following mem-
bers were honored with 
awards during the evening: 
Builder of the Year Award, 
Scott Brannock, Tide-
water Homes; Fred King 
Associate Member of the 
Year Award, Jackie Row-
land, Russell Rowland; 
Leadership Award, Cathy 
Whaley, Installed Build-
ing Products; Bill Sofo-
renko Affordable Housing 
Award, Ability Housing; 
Ken Keuster and Bill 
Wilson Foundation Award, 
Greg Matovina, Matovina 
and Co.; Good Govern-
ment Award, Ramon Day, 
Ramon Day Real Estate 
Company; Apprentice-
ship Employer of the Year 
Award, Matt Carlton, 
Carlton Construction; and 
Lifetime Board Member-
ship was awarded to Doug 
Wenzel with Maverick 
Home Warranties and 
Insurance. 

NEFBA
Continued from 48

NEFAR takes part in trade mission to India
A delegation from the Northeast Florida 

Association of Realtors (NEFAR) traveled to 
Goa, India, to attend NAR-India’s 16th annual 
convention, NARVIGATE, and the simul-
taneous Industrial Estate and Warehousing 
Conclave in Goa from Feb. 29 to March 2.

During the last day of the convention, 
NEFAR 2024 President Rory Dubin signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with 
NAR-India.

“Members of NEFAR and other invited 
Realtors from the United States were on hand 
for our historic signing of a memorandum of 
understanding with NAR India,” said Dubin. 
“Over 700 attendees at the NARVIGATE 
2024 Conference and trade show witnessed 
the onstage signing between the two Realtor 
associations, which promised to be a starting 
point for increased real estate activity between 
Northeast Florida and India. This was an 
exciting step for NEFAR as it was both our 
association’s first MOU signing and our first 
real estate trade mission. Vice Chairman of 
the 2024 NEFAR Global Business Council 
Christine Baranofsky stated that she hopes 
and plans to make a trade mission an annual 
proposition for NEFAR.”

The two-week trade mission was led by Du-
bin and Baranofsky and organized by Trisha 
Roy of Gainesville, a National Association 
of Realtors faculty instructor and the founder 
of Open Spaces International School of Real 
Estate.

The group left on Feb. 20 and returned to 
the United States on March 3. 

In addition to Dubin, who is a managing 
broker for United Real Estate Gallery, and Ba-
ranofsky, who is a Realtor with The Legends 
of Real Estate, three other NEFAR members 
participated in the trade mission: Ann Marie 
Wiggins of EXIT Inspired Real Estate, Sharon 
McNeal of EXIT Inspired Real Estate and 
Lesley Davidson of Manifest Realty.

The trade mission also included real estate 
agents from North Carolina, New York, New 
Jersey, Gainesville and Broward County in 
Florida.

“We learned a lot about how to properly do 
business with agents and developers in India,” 

said Dubin, adding that the group observed 
several large development projects by Smart 
World Developers. One DXP by Smart World 
will be the first development on the Dwarta 
Expressway, which is expected to cut the 
amount of time in half that it takes to travel 
from Delhi to other locations, he said.

The group also visited Trump Towers, a 
large double tower that was under construc-
tion. “The finished condo project will be a 
golf-themed modern condominium project,” 
Dubin said.

The NEFAR delegation, which set up a 
booth showcasing Jacksonville at the EXPO, 
was identified as “international delegates,” at 
both the NARVIGATE Conference and the 
Industrial Estate and Warehousing Conclave, 
which represents India’s commercial sec-
tor. The walls of NEFAR’s booth depicted 
Jacksonville’s colorful downtown skyline as 
seen near the St. Johns River and several signs 
identifying the Northeast Florida Associa-
tion of Realtors. During the EXPO, the five 
NEFAR Realtors distributed brochures about 
NEFAR’s Global Business Council, business 
cards, REBI (Real Estate Business Institute) 
course programs for foreign countries.

“We were a highlight of about 700 attend-
ees,” Dubin said. 

During the conference, NAR-India also 
signed an MOU with a delegation from 
Thailand. Realtors from the Chicago area also 
attended the conference. 

Contributed photo
Pictured from left, members of the NEFAR trade 
mission to India, Christine Baranofsky, Ann Ma-
rie Wiggins, Rory Dubin, Sharon McNeal, Trisha 
Roy and Lesley Davidson, dress like the natives 
during a visit to Goa, India, in March.
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St. Augustine Plein Air Paint Out returns April 24-28
Artists and art aficionados are invited 

to experience the 8th Annual St. Augus-
tine Plein Air Paint Out, hosted by the St. 
Augustine Art Association. This five-day 
event features an array of locations in 
the Nation’s Oldest City. The Plein Air 
Paint Out begins April 24 and continues 
through April 28. The event’s last day 
also features a pop-up exhibit at the St. 
Augustine Yacht Club. 

Painting en plein air is a part of St. 
Augustine’s rich art history. The activity, 
generally attributed to the Romantic land-
scape painter John Constable, became 
fundamental to French Impressionism 

around the year 1860. Florida railroad 
magnate and Standard Oil co-founder 
Henry Flagler introduced plein air to St. 
Augustine by bringing in artists from 
across the country.

Artists Eric and Nikki Rakov enjoy the 
allure of plein air painting in St. Augus-
tine.

“The event gives us the unique op-
portunity to create art in an environment 
that has rich history and visual treasures,” 
they said in a prepared statement. “As 
we are putting paint on canvas, artists 
are also absorbing all the sights, sounds, 
smells and tactile sensations happening 

in all parts of the Ancient City. We like to 
think that manifests itself somehow into 
the work.”

Artists can select from a host of 
locations, including quaint streets like 
Aviles and Charlotte, historic landmarks 
like the Castillo de San Marcos and the 
Peña-Peck House, and coastal beaches on 
Anastasia Island.

During the St. Augustine Plein Air 
Paint Out, works-in-progress and finished 
paintings can be stored, viewed and pur-
chased online and in-gallery at the Plein 
Air Wet Room. Artists may select one 
work for display at the Plein Air Pop-Up 

Exhibit at the St. Augustine Yacht Club 
on April 28. Submissions will be judged 
in-person for awards, with Best in Show 
winning $1,000.

Artists must be 18 years or older to 
join the St. Augustine Plein Art Paint 
Out. Registration is $55 for association 
members and $80 for nonmembers. For 
more event information or to register, go 
to staaa.org/plein-air-paint-out.

The Plein Art Paint Out is partially-
funded by grants from the St. Johns Cul-
tural Council, St. Johns County Tourist 
Development Council, and Community 
Foundation for Northeast Florida.

Contributed photos

Artist to release new oil painting series
Some might say the waterways, marshes and narrow 

paths that lead to the beaches of St. Augustine are a bit 
magical, evoking a calm serenity that is as unique as the 
little town that harbors them. And that’s exactly what 
Jenna Alexander captures in her latest oil painting series, 
“Saint Augustine Seascapes.”

The series includes 20 oil paintings, on canvas or 
paper, depicting natural landscapes that are familiar and 
well-loved by locals and old city lovers alike — such 
as Salt Run, Matanzas, 1st Street and 6th Street — and 
all at various times of day, from the rising and setting 
sun at dawn and dusk, to the moody midday heat, to the 
gloomy humidity of a cloudy day. 

The series wasn’t even a series at first, Alexander 
admits.

“I was asked to do a commission of a marsh scene, 
and then I fell in love with the process and therapeu-

tic nature,” she explained. “This series has helped me 
through some personal growth over the past six months 
— providing solace and strength that I was missing. I’ve 
never painted anything quite like this series.”

The series will be released and available to purchase at 
the Secret Garden Market on April 6, hosted by Sunday 
Gathering Table and Jenna Alexander Studio at 73 San 
Marco Ave. in downtown St. Augustine. (Rain date is 
April 13.) Original paintings range from $350 to $9,000, 
and prints and notecards will also be available for pur-
chase.

The market will be held from 5 to 9 p.m. and admis-
sion is free.

A special private shopping experience will be held 
from 4 to 5 p.m., and tickets cost $25 (and include a 
tote bag). Private shopping guarantees a crowd-free and 
no-line experience, first dibs on select goods and early 

access to Alexander’s “Saint Augustine Seascapes” 
series. Tickets are non-refundable. Admission is free to 
kids younger than 12, and dogs are welcome. To shop 
early, purchase tickets at jenna-alexander.com. (Number 
of tickets limited.) 

Contributed photo
Artist Jenna Alexander with some of the paintings in her new 
series.
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COMING SOON!

Boeing Boeing 
MAY 23 – JUNE 16  

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding  
Singer  

OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas  
Story  

NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

GET YOUR ALHAMBRA TICKETS NOW!

Escape to

April 4 toMay 12

SET YOUR MIND  
ON ISLAND TIME!

Young ballet dancers admitted  
to prestigious summer intensives

A group of dancers from Ponte Vedra 
Ballet & Dance Company have earned 
admission into highly competitive and 
esteemed ballet summer intensives across 
the United States.

Ranging in age from 9 to 18, these 
talented young dancers have distinguished 
themselves among thousands of applicants, 
securing placements in some of the most 
renowned ballet programs in the nation. 
From coast to coast, they will be immersing 
themselves in rigorous training, mastering 
their technique and enriching their artistry 
under the guidance of esteemed instructors.

“This achievement is a testament to the 
dedication, passion and exceptional talent 
of our students,” said Dawn Wolf, artistic 
and executive director of Ponte Vedra Ballet 
& Dance Company. “We are immensely 
proud of their accomplishments and partial 
scholarships received for several of these 
programs. We are all excited to watch their 
continued progression.”

The dancers have been invited to partici-

pate in John Cranko School; Joffrey Ballet, 
Chicago; Next Generation Ballet, Tampa; 
Joffrey Ballet, NYC; Orlando Ballet; Bol-
shoi Ballet; Sarasota Ballet; Philadelphia 

Ballet; Atlanta Ballet; Ballet Met; Cincinna-
ti Ballet; Oklahoma City Ballet; Sacramento 
Ballet; Nashville Ballet; Milwaukee Ballet; 
Bolshoi Ballet (wait list); New World 

School of the Arts.
To celebrate their success and showcase 

their talents, Ponte Vedra Ballet & Dance 
Company will host a community showcase 
at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, March 23, at the 
dance company's Black Box theater, located 
at 886 A1A North Suite 5, Ponte Vedra 
Beach. This event promises an enchanting 
display of grace, precision and artistry, fea-
turing contemporary and classical, flamenco 
performances by the talented young dancers 
who have earned a place in prestigious sum-
mer intensives and PV Ballet's Fuse Elite 
Dance Team.

Tickets for the March 23 community 
showcase are available for purchase online 
at pvballet.com in the “proshop” and will 
also be available at the door for $10 each. 
Seating is limited, so be sure to secure your 
tickets early and support your local dancers.

For more information about Ponte Vedra 
Ballet & Dance Company and its upcom-
ing events, go to pvballet.com or email 
contact@pvballet.com.

Contributed photo
Pictured from left, top row: Alexandra Wright, Angelique Pregent, Alexandria Fonville, Alex-
andra Sala and Valentina Sala, Brooke Hughes; bottom row: Asha Wandell, Sarah Crownover, 
Margaret Ivantsov, Jessi Conk and Kinsey Stover.

The Beaches Fine Arts Series 
will present award-winning pianist 
Llewellyn Sánchez-Werner in a free 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 
22, at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church, Jacksonville Beach.

Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and seating 
is first come, first served. A reception 
follows with photographic art exhibit 
by Mary Atwood.

Sánchez-Werner was the winner of 
the 2022 Concert Artists Guild Victor 
Elmaleh Competition and has been 

distinguished as Gilmore Young Artist, 
an honor awarded to the most prom-
ising American pianists of the new 
generation.

He has been featured on NPR, PBS, 
CNN International, the Wall Street 
Journal and WDR-Arte.

He performed at the Kennedy Cen-
ter and the White House for presidents 
Obama and Biden.

For further information, call 904-
270-1771 or go to beachesfinearts.org.

Count Basie Orchestra to 
headline festival

St. Augustine’s Romanza Festivale of 
Music and The Arts and the St. Johns 
Cultural Council have partnered to present 
The Legendary Count Basie Orchestra dur-
ing the 2024 Romanza event. The concert 
will be held at 4 p.m. May 12 at Flagler 
College’s Lewis Auditorium, 14 Granada 
St., St. Augustine. The orchestra received 
a 2024 Grammy Award for Best Large 
Ensemble Jazz Album, “Basie Swings the 
Blues.”

The 16- to 18-piece big band is one 
of the most prominent jazz groups from 
the swing era with 18 Grammy Awards 
and performances at major jazz festivals 
and concert halls throughout the world. 
Founded by William James “Count” Basie 
in 1935, the band continues under the direc-
tion of trumpeter Scotty Barnhart. Barnhart 
is a Florida A&M University graduate and 
professor of jazz trumpet at Florida State 
University.

The concert will also feature vocalist 
Carmen Bradford, considered to be one 
of jazz music’s most diverse and inspiring 

vocal stylists. In addition to performing 
with Count Basie himself, Bradford has 
collaborated with George Benson, Benny 
Carter, John Mills and many other noted 
musicians. 

Early ticket pricing, available during 
March, includes $10 off each purchase with 
the promo code Romanza. With the dis-
count, ticket prices range from $30 to $70. 
To purchase tickets and for more informa-
tion, go to RomanzaFestivale.com.

Free piano concert Friday

Contributed photo
The Legendary Count Basie Orchestra with 
vocalist Carmen Bradford.
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Scheffler is first repeat champ 
in 50 years of THE PLAYERS

By Kathy Bissell

Wow. THE PLAYERS was a nail biter. 
A popcorn, pretzel, Chex Mix or veggie 
chomper.  

Scottie Scheffler was trying to become 
the first PLAYERS champ to defend 
his title. Meanwhile, Xander Schauffele 
wanted to add another marquis tourna-
ment to his victory total. But that’s not 
the way it began.

It started with Schauffele one ahead 
of Wyndham Clark, everyone anticipat-
ing that Clark would play the same way 
he did at last year’s U.S. Open. The two 
traded shots as the front nine got un-
derway. For the first hour, it definitely 
looked like the winner would come from 
the final group.   

But everything changed when Schef-
fler holed out at the 4th. It was a sign. If 
you know anything about golf at all, you 
know this is right. Scheffler had reared 
his championship head. He was not giv-
ing up. With visible KT tape peeking out 
from under the collar of his golf shirt, 
to patch up his injured neck, Scheffler 
did miraculous Scheffler-like things. He 
started making birdies, and he didn’t 
stop. He was not going down without a 
fight. It was a case of beware the injured 
golfer.  

After the hole-out, Scheffler birdied 
the 5th and the 8th and 9th. By the time 
he got to the 9th hole, he was 5-under for 

the day. He was at 17-under, but he had 
not taken the lead.

That still belonged to Xander 
Schauffele who was one shot better at 
18-under.    

Meanwhile, Clark battled, but when 
he made bogey at the 10th and then the 
14th, it looked like it was not his day. 
Appearances were deceiving.

Brian Harman passed Clark, making 
three birdies in a row to end the front 
side, and he then added birdies on the 
two par 5s, the 11th and 16th on the back 
nine.        

Schauffele started struggling in the 
middle of the back nine. After a birdie at 
the 12th, he made two bogeys at the 14th 
and 15th. By the time he reached the 
16th tee, he was at 18-under, and Schef-
fler had finished his round at 20-under 
par. Could Schauffele make two birdies 
on the last three holes to force a playoff? 
Or was Scheffler, the man seemingly 
made of indestructible stuff, going to 
walk away with another PLAYERS title? 
Would he become the first player in 50 
years to go back-to-back at THE PLAY-
ERS?

Schauffele reached the edge of the 
16th green in two and lagged his ball to 
assure a score of 19-under par, tied with 
Brian Harman who had made a big back-
nine charge. But both were still one shot 

Photos by Craig O’Neal
Scottie Scheffler holds his trophy and waves to the fans.

Scottie Scheffler walks between holes. Scottie Scheffler finishes his round Sunday.

SCHEFFLER   continues on Page 53
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short of Scheffler.
There were only two holes remaining. 

Harman and Schauffele each needed one 
birdie to tie and force a playoff. Clark 
needed to become Clark Kent, step into 
the hospitality structure and change into 
a Superman outfit to get a hole-in-one 
at 17 or birdies at both remaining holes. 
He hit a shot at 17 that landed 4 feet 5 
inches. When he made the putt to tie 
Schauffele and Harmon, the crowd went 

crazy. He still needed one more.
Then, it was Schauffele’s turn at 17, 

and he, too, delivered. His shot landed 
6 feet 8 inches from the pin. When he 
struck his putt, the moan from the crowd 
told the story. He shook his head.  

Schauffele and Clark went to the 18th 
hole, each needing one to tie Scheffler 
and force a playoff. Meanwhile, Harman 
finished his round, missing his birdie 
chance to tie the lead.   

The final two weren’t done yet. 
Clark, who had birdied the 16th and 

17th, hit his approach shot at the final 
hole to 17 feet, while Schauffele’s was 

a monster 61 feet. Neither were good 
birdie opportunities, particularly not 
Schauffele’s. But a chance is a chance.

In the end, Schauffele’s putt ran by on 
the right. Clark’s made one of the rudest 
lip outs ever seen in golf. The ball was 
halfway in the hole and spun out. Neither 
could make birdie, handing the victory to 
Scheffler.

“I was hoping to be in this posi-
tion,” Scheffler said after the exhausting 
afternoon. “I put up a good fight for four 
days. That's really all there was.”

He credited his caddie, Ted Scott, for 
keeping his head in the right place. 

“We had a great finish yesterday, and 
then got off to a slow start today, but then 
the hole-out on 4 kind of propelled us 
a little bit,” Scheffler continued. “I'm a 
pretty competitive guy, and I didn't want 
to give up in the tournament. I did what 
I could to hang around until my neck got 
better. Today, it felt really good.”

Good? It must have been great.
So, is Scottie Scheffler made from 

Kevlar? Is he tungsten? Stainless steel? 
Diamond-coated?  

For certain, he’s the first person ever 
to repeat as champion in the 50 years of 
THE PLAYERS.  

Players contend with the Island Green.

Scottie Scheffler has done what no golfer has done before: He won THE PLAYERS two times in a row.

Scottie Scheffler tees off at the 18th hole.

Scottie Scheffler crosses the green accepting congratulations along the way.

Scottie Scheffler smiles as he strolls by.

Scheffler 
Continued from 52

Photos by Craig O’Neal
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People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Estate Sales

Estate Sale
March 26th & 27th – 10am-2pm 

541 Rutile Drive

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Announcements

Roger Wilson, OD, currently at 110 
Solana Rd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
will cease operations as of March 2, 
2024. Operations will continue and 
patient records will remain available 
at our San Marco location, 1515-A 
Atlantic Blvd. Jacksonville, Fl 32207, 
Ph 904-396-2020.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 888-460-2264

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvements

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trust-
ed professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400+ procedures. Real 
dental insurance - not just a discount 
plan. Get your free  Information Kit 
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2024
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
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Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
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www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

- Volume & tone settings 
- Built-In Answering 

Machine (XLC8)

WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

CELL PHONE 
AMPLIFIERS

XLC8 
Amplifies up 
to 50 dBs

XLCgo 
50 dBs

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

FREE           
from the  
State of 
Florida            

RF24

Join us for Holy Week!
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday  

March 28 & 29 at 7 pm.
Easter Sunday Celebration March 31 at 9:45 am. 

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

The Recorder, Your Source for Community News!

SERVING PONTE VEDRA & THE BEACHES SINCE 1969

To subscribe or advertise, call
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Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.

Dame Helen Mirren helps retro-set ‘Yellowstone’ with ‘1923’

4 x 3” ad

December 15 - 21, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARARecorder

EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.
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OPTIONS IN FLORIDA PAGE 30

... AND MORE! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

PV vs Nease Soccer
Page 43

Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats

4 x 3” ad

December 1 - 7, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARA

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.

A family legacy A family legacy 
of real estateof real estate

December 1 - 7, 2022December 1 - 7, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

MARCHING TO A MARCHING TO A 
DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra

����������������

PonteVedraRecorder.com

December 1, 2022
Volume 54, No. 5

75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!
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ACROSS
  1.  Small Eurasian deer
  4.  Irish county
 10.  A major division of
  geological time
 11.  Broadway actor Lane
 12.  Canadian province (abbr.)
 14.  Human gene
 15.  Two
 16.  A famous one is blue
 18.  Utter repeatedly
 22.  Ring-shaped objects
 23.  Spoils
 24.  Occurs
 26.  Commercial
 27.  Near
 28.  Products you may need
 30.  Pledge thrown down 
 as a challenge
 31.  TV network
 34.  Silk or cotton garments
 36.  Soviet Socialist Republics
 37.  Retired American football 
 coach Dean
 39.  Hot dish
 40.  A type of gin
 41.  Atomic #84
 42.  Sawhorse
 48.  About ground
 50.  Medicine man
 51.  Seedless raisin
 52.  Capital of Albania
 53.  Appendage
 54.  OJ trial judge
 55.  By the way (abbr.)
 56.  Bicycle parts
 58.  Barbie’s friend
 59.  Moved one’s neck to see
 60.  Commercials

DOWN
  1.  Make up for
  2.  Baltimore ballplayer
  3.  Salary

  4.  Influential world body
  5.  Engravers
  6.  Declared as fact
  7.  One who steals
  8.  Jewelry
  9.  Hospital employee (abbr.)
 12.  Nonsense (slang)
 13.  Town in Galilee
 17.  Value
 19.  A fake name
 20.  Sheep in their 
 second year
 21.  Town in Surrey, England
 25.  Appropriate for a
 particular time of year
 29.  Creative works
 31.  Recesses

 32.  W. Pacific island group
 33.  Tolkien character
 35.  Ancient symbol co-opted 
 by the Nazi party
 38.  Pioneer
 41.  Scribe
 43.  Painted a bright color
 44.  Lowest members of 
 British nobility
 45.  Actress Thurman
 46.  Type of sugar
 47.  Crest of a hill
 49.  N. American people 
 of British Columbia
 56.  Device
 57.  The Mount Rushmore 
 State

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
•VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

•Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - not just a discount plan. Get your free  Information 
Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

•Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Home Services
•Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? 

You need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind 
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-
878-9091

•Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in 
your home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-
872-2809

•Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mosquito control. Call now for a free 
quote. Ask about our first application special! 1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous
•Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

•Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

•BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

•Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

•Become a published author. We want to read your 

book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

•Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

•Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited 
time! Financing available. 1-855-417-1306

•Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

•DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

•Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

•Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

•Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, we’re cutting 
installation costs in half and offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

•Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

•Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popular trips! 
Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy req’d.) YMT Vacations 
plans everything, leaving you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-
1958 M-F for more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250 
off. Limited time only. 

Home Break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t wait!  
Protect your family, your home, your assets now for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 855-401-1151

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Home Services

Professional lawn service: Fertil-
ization, weed control, seeding, aera-
tion & mosquito control. Call now 
for a free quote. Ask about our first 
application special! 1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) No contract or 
hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Miscellaneous

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off 
install (military, health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
we’re cutting installation costs in half 
and offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-
3595

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens 
of other popular trips! Starting at 
$1649 pp (double occupancy req’d.) 
YMT Vacations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax & enjoy. Call 
1-877-626-1958 M-F for more de-
tails. Use promo code YMT2024 for 
$250 off. Limited time only. 

Miscellaneous

Home Break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait!  Protect your 
family, your home, your assets now 
for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 855-
401-1151

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-
1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our free shower package & $1600 
off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veter-
ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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2014 HONDA CR-V

SALE PRICE $12,960
89,671 MILES | STOCK# EH503916 

2014 CADILLAC CTS 

SALE PRICE $9,980
123,091 MILES | STOCK# E0195359

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER 

SALE PRICE $26,380
45,665 MILES | STOCK# LS640562

2019 INFINITI QX60

SALE PRICE $21,988
65,436 MILES | STOCK# KC523891

2023 AUDI S8

SALE PRICE $84,480
16,599 MILES | STOCK# PN001547

2019 AUDI E-TRON 

SALE PRICE $31,230
32,803 MILES | STOCK# KB020971

2020 CHEVROLET TAHOE

SALE PRICE $28,630
97,357 MILES | STOCK# LR149935

2022 MERCEDES-BENZ SPRINTER 2500 

SALE PRICE $97,280
7,561 MILES | STOCK# NP480166

2023 FORD BRONCO RAPTOR

SALE PRICE $89,960
1,042 MILES | STOCK# PLB91514

2018 JEEP COMPASS

SALE PRICE $12,430
91,124 MILES | STOCK# JT235359

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

MOST 2024
LYRIQ MODELS

$7,500
PURCHASE ALLOWANCE1

1. Receive $7500 Rebate or Tax Credit for Most 2024 LYRIQ Models 
 Excludes 2024 LYRIQ models equipped with R7T. 

PLUS, YOU CAN CHOOSE

— OR —

Home Charging 
Installation

Installation credit up to $1500 toward 
Qmerit home installation service costs 

(permits, materials, labor)

2 Years of Unlimited 
Charging at EVgo

Two Years of Unlimited
Charging on the EVgo Network


