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By Shaun Ryan

On Tuesday, May 7, the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners unanimously voted down a 
proposed rezoning and a change to 
the county’s future land use map that 
would have paved the way for a 288-
unit affordable housing complex off 
County Road 16A.

The changes had been sought by 
developer Dominium for Preserve at 
Wards Creek, an apartment commu-
nity on 19.22 acres to the east of the 

K9s For Warriors 
held a special event 

honoring moms and 
female veterans

By Anthony Richards

Commission 
rejects 

housing 
project

Salute 
to 

moms

Read the story on Page 10
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Get behind the wheel of the world’s first  
electric Hyper-SUV, 905 hp - 0-62 2.95 sec.

Lotus of Jacksonville - 11650 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville

ELETRE REVEAL
& TEST DRIVE EVENT

RSVP TODAY at  www.lotusofjacksonville.com

ELETREELETRE
The electric Hyper-SUV The electric Hyper-SUV 
with racecar DNA.with racecar DNA.

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*

Paid by Jim Priester, Republican, for St. Johns County Sheriff.

Vote
August

20th

Proudly Supported by 
Veterans and Law Enforcement

Paid for by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

Protect St. Johns

Photo by Anthony Richards
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BRIEFS
Change in polling places announced

The St. Johns County Supervisor of Elec-
tions has officially published the updated 
polling place list for the 2024 Primary and 
General Elections. Two precincts have been 
updated since the March 19 Presidential 
Preference Primary Election – Precincts 213 
and 501.

Precinct 501 — The old location was The 
Clubhouse at Beacon Lake. The new loca-
tion is Creekside Christian Student Center, 92 
Lifespring Way, St. Johns.

Precinct 213 — The old location was Hast-
ings Branch Library. The new location is W.E. 
Harris Community Center, 400 E. Harris St., 
Hastings. The precinct was moved due to 
construction and the upcoming closure of the 
Hastings Branch Library.

Family seining event set for May 11
GTM Research Reserve will offer a pro-

gram on family seining from 9 to 11 a.m. May 
11 at GTM Research Reserve Guana Dam, 
505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach. 
Learn about the animals and their roles in 
Guana Lake by pulling a seine net and col-
lecting species of fish, crabs and other marine 
life.

The event is free. but parking is $3 per 
vehicle. Register online at gtmnerr.org/visit/
events.

Woman’s Club to meet
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will meet 

at 6 p.m. May 15 at the Marsh Landing Coun-
try Club, 25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy., Ponte 
Vedra Beach. Topics include charity and 
scholarship check presentations and yearend 
activities. Register at pontevedrawomansclub.
com.

Deadline June 30 for nonprofit grant
The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic Alliance 

(PVWCA) is accepting applications through 
June 30 for their $10,000 grant. 

The grant will be awarded to a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization located in St. Johns 
County or to an organization that serves the 
Beaches area, including Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach and 
Atlantic Beach.

Access the PVWCA website at pvwca.org 

to request an application and to review the 
grant guidelines.

The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic Alliance is 
a nonprofit organization established in 2011 to 
foster friendship by working together for the 
good of the community; the PVWCA awards 
grants yearly.

St. Augustine Beach renourishment 
delayed

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has an-
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

discover
membership

FREE admission to the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens

Unlimited annual visits 

Exclusive members-only 
events and discounts

Learn more at 
jacksonvillezoo.org/

membership

Join the fun when you 
Join the Zoo

  May-AugustMay-August

REGISTER AT
THELINK.ZONE/SUMMERCAMPS

425 Town Plaza Ave. 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

FEATURED CAMPS
Creative Cooking | 

LEGO Robotics & Drones | Olympic
Style Fencing | Arts | Dance &
Tumble | Kids in the Kitchen 

BRIEFS  continues on Page 4
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Wards Creek Planned Unit Development.
Members of the public spoke both for 

and against the project during the board’s 
regular meeting. The most frequently 
mentioned objection involved a potential 
impact on local traffic, which is already 
very heavy. It was the same criticism 
levied by attendees at a public meeting in 
November.

Dominium’s plan to add more through 
lanes to State Road 16 and Silverleaf 
Parkway, a left-turn lane on State Road 
16 and a receiving lane failed to con-
vince the speakers or the board. Commis-
sioner Krista Joseph expressed concern 
over the additional lanes tapering once 
again to two and asked where all the traf-
fic would go.

Commissioner Henry Dean agreed 
with Joseph’s concern.

“We have been begging, we’ve been 

pleading, we’ve been fighting to get that 
four-lane — I have for the last seven 
years that I’ve been on the commission,” 
Dean said. “So even though this is a 
good project; it’s been presented well; 
I’d love to approve more affordable 
housing, but I’m not going to sit here 
today and approve more traffic conges-
tion on 16 when it’s still two lanes and it 
takes an hour and a half to get from 16 
and 95 up to IGP. I mean it’s crazy.”

Commissioner Sarah Arnold said 
she was a big supporter of affordable 
housing but that she took issue with the 
location of the project, also citing the 
traffic issue.

Preserve at Wards Creek would have 
offered two-, three- and four-bedroom 
units contained in three-story structures. 
All units would have been available for 
households making not more than 60% 
of the area median income. At today’s 
rates, that would mean rents ranging 
from about $1,069 to $1,362, depending 
on the number of bedrooms.

Had it been approved, the community 
would have begun accepting residents 
early in 2028.

In voting down the project, the board 
broke with a recommendation for ap-
proval made Feb. 1 by the county’s Plan-

ning and Zoning Agency.
The lack of affordable housing has 

become a hot topic in St. Johns County, 
where the median price for a single-
family home is $546,259, according to 
the most recent figures.

SCULPTED CABLE COLLECTION
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CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
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TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Wine Women & Shoes 
event set for May 16

Episcopal Children’s Services will 
host its fourth annual Wine Women & 
Shoes event at Timuquana Country Club 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 16.

An irresistible blend of fashion and 
compassion, Wine Women and Shoes 
events are all about putting the “fun” in 
fundraiser, according to organizers.

Wine Women and Shoes gives women 
the opportunity to get glamorous with 
their girlfriends while enjoying varietals 
from top winemakers, all for a good 
cause. Episcopal Children’s Services’ 
“sip-sational” event will feature local 
and national wine brands, a shoppable 
multi-designer marketplace with fun 
finds including clothing and accessories 
and charming Shoe Guys ¬serving up 
this season’s must-haves on silver plat-
ters.

In addition to shopping and sipping, 
guests will enjoy a marketplace with the 
latest trends and go-to finds, a luxe raffle 
called “Key to the Getaway,” which 
features an unforgettable trip to Mexico. 
There is also a silent auction and a fash-
ion show with a few familiar faces.

Everyone is invited to bid on silent 
auction items and shop at local and 
national clothing, shoe and jewelry ven-
dors, all to benefit Episcopal Children’s 
Services.

Tickets for the event are $150 with all 

proceeds benefiting Episcopal Chil-
dren’s Services’ mission to create oppor-
tunity so that the children served can 
achieve their full potential.

“The fourth annual Wine Women & 
Shoes Jax event allows us to share our 
agency impact in the community and 
engage with supporters as well as those 
who are learning about our wonderful 
organization,” said ECS Chief Develop-
ment Officer Lauren Hopkins. “Epis-
copal Children’s Services is pleased to 
produce this event to raise money for 
our youngest citizens in North and Cen-
tral Florida and help the children and 
families we serve build a strong founda-
tion for life.”

To reserve tickets and bid on silent 
auction items, go to winewomenand-
shoes.com/jax.

Founded in Napa Valley in 2005, 
Wine Women and Shoes is a fun and 
fashionable national event series that 
lets women put their most generous foot 
forward, sip to their hearts’ content, 
enjoy an evening of mission-focused 
fundraising. With events in more than 
200 cities, it has helped net more than 
$90 million for various causes across 
the country.

Last year’s local event raised more 
than $107,000 for children and families 
in North and Central Florida.

Project
Continued from 1

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?
For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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TRIM NOW!
We Trim & Remove Everything!

• Workers Compensation
• Bonded
• Fully Equipped
• 30 Years Experience

285-4625285-4625

Spring has Sprung!Spring has Sprung!

 ASK FOR JOHN SHIELD - OWNER
FREE CONSULTATIONS AND ESTIMATES 
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352-262-7313
1208 County Rd 315 Melrose, FL 32666

www.rooterville.org

Rooterville
ANIMAL SANCTUARY

Looking for 
something fun to do? 

Come on out to Rooterville Animal 
Sanctuary and book a cow cuddle 

experience for the BEST time!

Bishop Pohlmeier on 
Florida’s Heartbeat Act, 
Amendment 4
To the Editor:

As the spiritual leader of the Catholic 
Diocese of St. Augustine, I want to reflect 
on some recent developments regarding 
the Florida Heartbeat Protection Act and 
the upcoming abortion amendment.

The Florida Heartbeat Protection Act 
went into effect on Wednesday, May 
1, marking a significant milestone in 
Florida’s efforts to protect the lives of 
unborn babies. This law underscores the 
intrinsic value of every human life, from 
the moment of conception, and affirms 
the sanctity of life as a foundational prin-
ciple of our society.

Contrary to certain narratives in the 
media, the Florida Heartbeat Protection 
Act does not disregard the well-being of 
women. Rather, it recognizes that sup-

porting women begins from the moment 
of conception and continues throughout 
their pregnancy ensuring that the child is 
allowed to thrive and fulfill their poten-
tial.

At the same time, it’s crucial to 
acknowledge the complex and often chal-
lenging situations that women and their 
families may find themselves in when 
facing an unexpected or difficult preg-
nancy. Our hearts go out to those who are 
navigating such circumstances, and our 
response as a community must be one of 
compassion and ongoing support.

The Catholic faith community is 
committed to supporting initiatives that 
promote life and offer practical assistance 
to those in need. Crisis pregnancy centers 
play a vital role in providing compassion-
ate care, resources and guidance to indi-
viduals and families facing pregnancy-
related challenges. We stand in solidarity 
with these centers and their dedicated 
volunteers who work tirelessly to support 
members of our community during such 
vulnerable times.

As discussions continue regarding 
the Abortion Amendment, slated for 
the November general election ballot, it 
is essential to approach this issue with 
empathy and understanding. The Diocese 
of St. Augustine, in collaboration with the 
Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(FCCB) and other agencies, is working 
diligently to educate and mobilize our 
community in a manner that upholds 
human dignity and promotes a culture of 
life.

In the coming weeks, our diocese will 
be conducting training sessions to equip 
individuals with the necessary tools 
to engage meaningfully in this critical 
dialogue. We invite every member of 
the community to join us in advocating 
for life-affirming measures and provid-
ing support to those in need. Voters must 
examine the reality of Amendment 4 
and study its language carefully as many 
voices compete for your attention. Please 
look at the information already avail-
able by visiting https://www.flaccb.org/
abortion-amendment. More information 
and resources will be added to this site in 
the coming weeks.

I urge everyone to approach this issue 
with empathy and sensitivity, recogniz-
ing the diverse experiences and chal-
lenges that individuals and families may 
face. Let us stand together in prayer for 
the protection of every life and for the 
strength to foster a society where every 
person is valued and supported.

In Christ, 
Most Rev. Bishop Erik T. Pohlmeier 
Bishop of St. Augustine

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

nounced an immediate halt to its 
beach renourishment activities in the 
Anastasia State Park. The contractor 
began work on March 8 but could 
not complete the park portion before 
significant shorebird nesting activity 
occurred in this area.

A least tern colony was established 
and, in order to avoid potential nega-
tive impacts to nesting shorebirds, 
their nests and their chicks, the deci-
sion was made to cease operations. 

USACE Jacksonville is working 
with its contractor to re-set a project 
timeline for completing the 100% 
federally funded flood control and 
coastal emergencies beach renourish-
ment.

For updates, go to saj.usace.army.
mil/StAugustineBeach.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday 
inside the Palm Valley Community 
Center, 148 Canal Road. The market 
offers fresh produce, baked goods, 
local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, 
jewelry, plants and more.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2
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82 San Juan Drive 
4BD | 4.5 BA | 3312 sf | 0.46 Acres | $3,150,000

Welcome to this charming custom-built home nestled in the highly desired area of 
Old Ponte Vedra,  offering unparalleled privacy with lush landscape  and gorgeous 

golf course views.  The property boasts  just under a half an acre, with a large circular 
drive, side-entry garage and no immediate neighbor to the north. The first floor has 2 
bedrooms with ADA compliant doorways and barrier free showers in both full baths 

and the second floor has 2 more ensuite bedrooms.   The mature trees and landscaping 
provide  shade and privacy, creating a tranquil oasis right outside your door. 

F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S   •  beacheshomes.com

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway  
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network RealtyBerkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

330 Ponte Vedra Blvd.
6 BD | 5 BA | 3330 sf | $6,750,000

Rare opportunity to own one of the last original beach homes on the Boulevard in 
Ponte Vedra Beach or build your dream home from the ground up. Just 12 homes 

from the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, this 3, 330 sq ft home, with it’s nostalgic feel, sits 
on .54 acres with 100ft frontage on the Blvd and backs up to the 3rd tee box of the 

PVIC Ocean Course. Spacious pavered circular drive already in place, this home has 
plenty of room for everyone with 5 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms in the main house 

and 1 bedroom and 1 bath suite off the garage. Additional features formal living and 
dning rooms, large kitchen, Florida room and a large deck overlooking the expansive 

backyard and golf course. Just step across the Boulevard for easy beach access!

SO
LD

SO
LD

7500 Founders Way  
4417sf |5BD |4BD 

Sold for $2,175,000

541 Rutile Drive
2430 sf | 4BD | 2.5 BA

Sold for $2,500,000
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Dr. Stephanie Pearce

Dr. Stephanie Pearce recently joined the staff at Nemours Children’s Health, Jacksonville, where she is director of sports medicine. She is 
one of an elite pool of dual fellowship-trained adult and pediatric sports medicine surgeons in the country and one of the only female 
dual-trained orthopedic sports surgeons in the region. She is also one of the team doctors for the U.S. ski and snowboard team.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me a little about your background.
I was born and raised in Gainesville. I went to the 

University of South Florida; I was recruited to play on the 
soccer team there. I ended up transferring back home to UF 
to get my degree in nutritional sciences.

At that point, I was not cleared medically to play with the 
soccer team, but was able to continue with the leader staff; 
that gave me an interest in sports medicine.

I went to University of South Alabama for medical 
school and for orthopedic surgery residency.

I went from there to my pediatric orthopedic surgery 
fellowship at Children’s Hospital Colorado, then an adult 
sports fellowship in Vail, Colorado.

After that, I went to practice in Virginia Beach. Then got 
the call to come be the sports medicine director at Nemours.

How did you select this particular career path?
I always had orthopedic surgery in mind, even since I 

was younger. And I think breaking bones and learning how 
they remodel was always fascinating. Also, knowing how to 
get our bodies back to where we can compete at high levels 
was always a big interest of mine.

I went into medical school knowing I wanted to do pedi-
atric sports orthopedic.

In my residency training, I realized that going not only 
into a single fellowship but dual fellowship for both pediat-
ric sports and adult sports was going to be the best way for 
me to bring the highest quality and most appropriate care to 
patients.

That’s what I did, and I’m so very glad, because it 
opened up a lot of doors and a lot of pathways, not just for 
treatment, but also for program building.

How is treating children different than treating adults?
It’s a very different pathology group, pediatrics, teenag-

ers and young adults compared to the middle-age, the older 
adult population. They’re growing. Their joints have to 
be able to last those many more decades. I work as a large 
cartilage preservationist and restore cartilage and joints, and 
so with that preservation comes a lot more technique. 

Additionally, their growth plates are open many times, 
so making sure that we do the right procedures for the joint 
that won’t cause growth deformities is really important.

What do you like best about what you do?
Clearance day is probably the best. Clearance day is 

when we have gone through the journey of a patient coming 
in, we’ve gone through the prehab, we’ve gone through the 
surgery, we’ve gone through the rehab and recovery period, 
we’ve worked with all of our team members on everything 
and we finally get to a point where getting back to all the 
activities, no restrictions, every passion that that athlete 
wants to get back to.

How do you know when they are ready to return to 
their activity?

It is certainly a multifaceted process.
There are certain time points that we know. Certain sur-

geries take different times, bones heal at different rates than 
soft tissues, which heal different from grafts and reconstruc-
tion. Making sure that things have integrated back to where 
they need to be.

Then there’s the physical stamina, endurance and 
strength. So all the work that they’re doing in physical 

therapy, making sure: can they get into athletic positions 
in a safe way? That not only allows them to use their new 
surgically treated joints, but also to prevent them from re-
injuring it or creating a new injury.

Then, there’s the mental component. Making sure they 
are ready, mentally, for that as well. That comes with a lot of 
coaching with the physical therapist.

The multidisciplinary team — I have an athletic trainer, 
I have my PA, I have our medical staff, but it goes much 
further than that. We lean on our physical therapists in the 
community quite strongly, as well as their school athletic 
trainers.

We’ve also started growing our sports dietetic team. All 
of these athletes have unique fuel needs, not only being a 
growing athlete but also recovering from surgery. Then, 
recovering through their rehab.

It’s similar to dealing with high-level athletes who have 
in-season and out-of-season needs. This is a third type of 
season. It’s a rebuilding season.

Do you work with athletes to prevent injuries?
What’s better than treating an injury is preventing it.
I’ve done a couple of podcasts and outreach, talking 

about prevention. Prevention tends to be a little bit harder 
to sell. Parents are OK with prevention. Kids, especially 
teenagers, don’t feel that they are susceptible as often.

But performance is really something that can get people’s 
attention. If we have appropriate performance, we can have 
appropriate prevention.

Making sure we have good landing form, good landing 
mechanics. Running form is really important. Making sure 
we’re doing the appropriate stretches.

Tell me about your work with the U.S. ski and snow-
board team.

I’m one of the team doctors. I work mostly with the 
snowboard and freeski teams, but work with all of them 
peripherally.

It’s been a lot of fun, really getting in with the athletes 
and kind of understanding what they are going through on 
competition day versus leading up to the Olympic years.

How do you like to spend your free time?
I love spending time with my family. Got two kiddoes 

and a wonderful husband. We spend a lot of time at the 
beach. 

Contributed photo
Dr. Stephanie Pearce
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BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-686-2822

Tammy Long, CPA   
and Doug Benefield, CPA

2202 Sawgrass Village Drive,  Ponte Vedra Beach
1409 Kingsley Ave., #4C , Orange Park elevatedcpasolutions.com

SOLD IN SAWGRASS
Spectacular oceanfront views  

from every room in your private oasis in Sawgrass. This stunning 3 
bedroom/31/2 bath Spinnakers 1 second floor oceanfront condo is 
extraordinary. Step inside 740 Spinnakers Reach, and experience one 
of only 8 condos directly fronting the beach. This unique Sawgrass 
contemporary includes over 2500 square feet and blends modern 
design with classic coastal details. Spacious open floor plan with 
kitchen, dining, breakfast and living room includes three oceanfront 
balconies with uninterrupted ocean views. The Sawgrass experience 
with exceptional amenities offers oceanfront dining , championship 
golf, a world class racquet club, fitness center and oceanfront pools. 
Walk the beach ,breathe deeply of the ocean breeze and enjoy 

Ponte Vedra Living...simply the best! Sold for $2,950,000

Arboretum plans sip-and-stroll wine-tasting event
Tickets are on sale now for Spring 

Uncorked, a first-of-its kind sip and stroll 
wine-tasting event at the Jacksonville 
Arboretum & Botanical Gardens (JABG). 
Taking place Saturday, May 11, from 4 to 
7 p.m., this evening promises an extraor-
dinary wine tasting experience amidst 
the vibrant gardens of JABG. Tickets are 
$65 for nonmembers and $40 for JABG 
members, raising funds to support the 
arboretum’s mission.

Guests will embark on a leisurely stroll 
through the arboretum while enjoying an 
array of curated wine and cheese pair-
ings, live music from local musicians, 
food trucks and art vendors, lawn games 
and guided painting sessions for pre-
sale ticket holders. While the arboretum 
always welcomes children and young 
adults, you must be 21 or older to enjoy 
the wine tastings.

“The arboretum’s entertainment offer-
ings continue to grow with this first-ever 
event, and we’re thrilled to share it with 
you,” said JABG Executive Director 
Dana Doody. “We're excited to offer an 
evening where guests can raise a glass 

to the colorful spring season while im-
mersing themselves in the beauty of the 
arboretum. We hope to see you there!”

Proceeds from Spring Uncorked will 
directly support the arboretum's ongo-
ing mission. These funds are vital for 
maintaining and operating the property, 
allowing JABG to continue offering edu-
cational programs, horticultural displays 
and unique community events for all to 
enjoy.

By attending Spring Uncorked, the 
public will not only enjoy a delightful 
evening but will also directly contribute 
to the growth and sustainability of JABG, 
a cornerstone of Jacksonville's environ-
mental and cultural landscape.

Jacksonville Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens is located at 1445 Millcoe Road, 
Jacksonville.

Go to jacksonvillearboretum.org/event-
sactivities to purchase tickets.

The Jacksonville Arboretum & Bo-
tanical Gardens is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization with a mission to cultivate 
a unique environment for recreation, 
education and inspiration.

The 126 acres that comprise the Jack-
sonville Arboretum & Botanical Gardens 
are unique in that there are 13 distinct 
ecosystems within its boundaries. More 
than three miles of award-winning trails 
traverse these habitats, which include 
freshwater and tidal marshes, upland 
hardwood forest, pine flatwoods and dry 
prairie, bottomland forest and live oak 
hammock.

Woven in this rich diversity, the arbo-
retum offers beautifully curated botanical 

gardens, ranging from the rich greens of a 
fernery to the bright florals of a pollinator 
garden. Alongside these unique natural 
attractions, the Jacksonville Arboretum 
& Botanical Gardens attracts visitors 
through annual special events and educa-
tional programs.

The park is open to the public seven 
days a week. For more information, go 
to jacksonvillearboretum.org or email 
info@jacksonvillearboretum.org.
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SAVE UP TO $40,000
ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES

ALL CLOSING COSTS PAID •  ASK ABOUT CASH BUYER DISCOUNT

FIRST 
YEAR

2/1 BUYDOWN
FHA/VA* 

Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, o� ers, and availability are subject to change without notice. 
Please see sales associate for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

*©Jet HomeLoans, LP SM (“Jet”) NMLS ID# 1660135. Corporate O�  ce: 14701 Philips Highway, Suite 202, Jacksonville, FL 32256 | 833-270-7191. 
Jet is a partnership with FBC Mortgage, LLC NMLS ID# 152859 and Dream Finders Homes. All products are subject to credit and property 
approval. Programs, rates, program terms and conditions subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all 
amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. This is not a commitment to lend. NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE LAKEFRONT & PRESERVE HOMES 

FROM THE $340s

3 Ellaville Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32137
386.882.9448  |  ReverieAtPalmCoast.com

THE BEST IN 55+ LIVING FOR LESS

Palm Coast’s exciting new 55+ lifestyle is more a	 ordable 
than ever before. For a limited time, Reverie at Palm Coast 

is o	 ering big savings and below-market fi nancing on 
select homes that are available for quick move-in.

With our low-maintenance inventory homes, you can start 
enjoying abundant recreation and activities right away 
within a gated community created just for active adults.

TOUR QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES TODAY

Cocktail party to raise funds for youth sailing center
The St. Augustine Yacht Club has an-

nounced its upcoming fundraiser cocktail 
party in support of the construction of 
its new youth sailing center. The event is 
scheduled for 4-7 p.m. Saturday, June 1.

The St. Augustine Yacht Club has long 
been a cornerstone of the community, 
fostering a love for sailing and maritime 
activities among enthusiasts of all ages. 
The youth sailing program, which is open 
to children from the surrounding commu-
nities, began in 2012 with 38 youngsters 
and today has served more than 1,500. 
The sailing program offers on-water 
sailing lessons throughout the year by 
certified instructors, summer camp, race 
training and sailing clinics, and provides 
scholarships to children in need. With a 
commitment to build a new youth sail-
ing center, the club has embarked on an 
ambitious construction project aimed to 
better serve its members and the wider 
community.

The Welcome Aboard fundraiser 
cocktail party, set against the picturesque 
backdrop of the St. Augustine Salt Run 
on Anastasia Island, will be an oppor-
tunity for donors and members of the 
community to come together in support 
of this initiative. Guests will be treated to 
complimentary beverages, hors d’oeuvres 
and live music while meeting the junior 
sailors, learning about their experiences 

and viewing the progress and plans for 
their new sailing center.

“We are incredibly excited to host this 
fundraising party to support the construc-
tion of our beloved sailing center,” said 
Kathleen Floryan, commodore of the St. 
Augustine Yacht Club. “This project is a 
testament to our commitment to provide 
a top-notch facility for the youth in our 
community and ensure that future gen-
erations can continue to enjoy the thrill 
of sailing on the beautiful waters of St. 
Augustine.”

All funds raised from the cocktail party 
are tax-deductible and will go directly 
toward the construction project. Checks 
should be made out to the St. Augus-
tine Yacht Club Foundation, which is a 
501(c)3 charitable organization.

For more information about the fund-
raiser cocktail party or to donate, go to 
staugustineyachtclub.com.

The purpose of the St. Augustine Yacht 
Club is the same as it was in 1873, to pro-
mote boating and water-related activities, 
cruising, sailing and racing. As it has for 

more than 150 years, the club’s Burgee, a 
white fortress on a red field, flies aboard 
all members’ yachts and high above the 
clubhouse of one of the oldest yacht clubs 
in America.

The St. Augustine Yacht Club Sailing 
Center’s mission is to provide affordable 
access to boating for youth in and around 
the St. Augustine area by offering sum-
mer sail camps, afterschool sailing les-
sons, racing, coaching and on-the-water 
fun for the community.

Contributed photo
The St. Augustine Yacht Club’s youth sailing program has made sailing accessible for up to 1,500 youths since it began in 2012.
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St. Augustine’s Most Delicious 
Week of Food & Wine

May 8 - 12, 2024

Over 300 VARIETIES OF WINE, BEER + SPIRITS TASTINGS  
AT THE GRAND TASTING!!

*Multiple varieties from each exhibitor sampled, additional beverages added daily

DON’T MISS THE “TASTE OF TALLAHASSEE” AND  
“CHAMPIONS BRAND CRAFT BREWS ALLEY!”

Get your tickets now 
and SAVE $10! 
ON FRIDAY & 

SATURDAY EVENTS 
WITH PROMO CODE: PVR10 

*limited tickets available, expires 5/10/24.

StAugustineFoodAndWineFestival.com
Partners

RIVER WALK TASTINGS
5/8/24, San Sebastian Winery & 
Homewood Suites San Sebastian

HARVEST AWARDS & 
TASTINGS

5/9/24, Bozard Lincoln

EPICUREAN MASTER CLASSES
5/10/24,  

Publix At Village Commons

SMOKE ON THE WALK
5/10/24, World Golf Village

Saturday, Grand Tasting
Publix Cooking Demo Stage,  

5/11/24, Celebrity Chef, Tiffany Derry

SATURDAY, GRAND TASTING
5/11/24, World Golf Village

SUNDAY, MOTHER’S DAY JAZZ BRUNCH
5/12/24, St. Johns County Convention Center 

(Family Friendly event)

Tickets 
Include ALL 
Culinary &  

Beverage Tastings! 

Don’t miss the People’s Choice  at the Grand Tasting!
SATURDAY PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS INCLUDE:

official 
charity 
partner
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Spoil Mom with Sparkling Surprises
THIS MOTHER’S DAY

Unique jewelry, vintage and antique, new arrivals weekly.
Estate Jewelry is full of exciting surprises. There is always something unexpected to find.

ESTATE JEWELRY • NEW JEWELRY • BRIDAL • WATCHES • CUSTOM

Shop online at esplingjewelers.com
Where Expert Service Meets Your Jewelry Needs

MANDARIN
9825 San Jose Blvd #40

904-268-7975

JACKSONVILLE BEACH
3988 3rd Street South

904-280-7700

HOURS: Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

LAB CREATED DIAMOND EARRINGS 
ARE IN STOCK & ON SALE!

Available in 1 carat 2 carat 3 carat or more! 
1 carat total weight starting at $899

K9s founder Shari Duval among women 
recognized during night

By Anthony Richards

K9s For Warriors strives to do its part 
to help military veterans of all kinds, and 
that includes men and women who need 
assistance through their program.

As a result, the nonprofit organization 
took time to celebrate the mothers they 

have helped over the years and recognize 
the strong female leaders they have had 
as donors and behind the scenes with a 
Salute to Moms event.

Of course, it all started with Shari 
Duval, who founded K9s For Warriors 
and was an instrumental presence within 
the organization and an inspiration the 

organization still uses as guidance in its 
day-to-day mission even after her death 
in 2021.

Her legacy is especially felt in the 
events that take place, and the Salute to 
Moms night was no different.

One of the things that made the night 
special was having a pair of female veter-

ans in attendance who had gone through 
the program in the past and returned 
with their furry companions to share the 
impact the organization has had on their 
lives.

“This event is in honor of Shari and all 

Photos by Anthony Richards

K9S  continues on Page 11



Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 9, 2024 MOTHER’S DAY GIFT & DINING GUIDE   11

MM1481

Treat them to something special with a gift card 
from  The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. 

The gift that’s everything you could  want for them and everything 
they desire. Call us today at 904.273.7700, come see us at The Spa, 

or shop from anywhere at pvspa.com.

Book Direct & Save - 904-824-1112
3465 Coastal Hwy, St. Augustine

1 Acre Private1 Acre Private

www.oceansandsvilanobeach.com

Photos by Anthony Richards

the wonderful women who have impacted 
our organization and all those we serve 
as an organization,” said Kiersan Cue, 
development manager with K9s For War-
riors.

It was the second time the event 
was taking place and it returned to the 
calendar after not happening a year, and 

according to Cue everyone in attendance 
was happy to have it back.

“Typically, as a veteran organization 
the first thought is that we’re serving 
men and the women part sometimes gets 
lost in our messaging, so this was a great 
opportunity for us to get the word out,” 
Cue said.

The festivities on the night included 
dinner being served by South Kitchen, 
Unbridled Bar provided the cocktails as 
well as jewelry and bouquet bars.

The veterans honored on the night 

included Kerry Bering with her service 
dog Bass and Jovanna Coleman and her 
service dog Danny.

Coleman went up on the stage at the 
event along with her three children and 
they each talked about how Bass has been 
such an important part of the family as a 
whole.

“He’s changed things exponentially for 
all of us,” Coleman said.

She couldn’t decide what she wanted to 
do after her time in the military but when 
she got paired with Danny she decided to 

take a leap of faith and recently earned 
her doctorate degree in physical therapy.

Danny was there for her every step of 
the way, including going back and forth 
to school with her.

“It’s difficult to understand when you 
need help, especially when you hold 
yourself to a high level, but having to 
take a moment to admit that and seek 
assistance can be a very powerful place to 
be,” Coleman said. “This place allowed 
me to sit here today and be able to share 
it with my kids.” 

K9s
Continued from 10



By Anthony Richards

Finding a gift for Mother’s Day can 
be tough at times, but one unique gift 
to get the mom who is conscious about 
the environment is a membership to the 
sea turtle program with the Friends of 
Anastasia State Park.

According to the Friends of Anastatia 
Park, the membership is one of the best 
ways to keep track of all the turtle hap-
penings taking place at Anastasia State 
Park in St. Augustine.

There are several membership types 
to choose from, each consisting of vari-
ous benefits, including a tote, tumbler 

and free entry into Anastasia State 
Park.

Turtle conservation is something on 
the mind of many and a passion for 
many in the area and the creation of the 
turtle nest program was put in place to 
help raise money and offer continued 
support, including a strong learning en-
vironment to better protect the endan-
gered sea turtle population.

The next step after signing up is 
deciding which of the three types 
of sponsorships to get involved 
with.

The individual/family spon-
sorship is $50, while the 
small business sponsor-
ship is $100 and large 
business sponsor-
ship is $250. 

Each spon-
sorship 
includes 12 
free park 
entries as 
part of the 
package of 
benefits.

Donations 
can always be 
made on top of 
the sponsorship to 
the turtle nest program 

as it is dependent on the community’s 
support due to the Friends of Anastasia 
state Park being a nonprofit organiza-
tion.

The ultimate goal of the organization 
is to generate supplemental resources 
that will provide increased recreational 
opportunities and further enhance 
protection of the natural and cultural 
resources of Anastasia State Park.

Local mothers and their 
families can now join in the 
mission and do their part 

to help give back to the 
cause and help secure 

the future of sea 
turtles along 

the First 
Coast. 
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Sunday, May 12 | 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM
OLD CITY RAISIN FRENCH TOAST

FRESH FRUIT
WESTERN FRI�ATA (Bacon, Bell Peppers, Onions, Tomatoes, and Swiss Cheese)

VEGGIE FRI�ATA (Spinach, Onions, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Peppers and Cheddar Cheese)
BACON

SAUSAGE
GRITS

ROASTED POTATOES
HONEY BAKED HAM

BISCUITS
CROISSANTS

 

 
 

 

 

-

   
 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day
BRUNCH BUFFET

118 Avenida Menedez, St. Augustine | 904-824-0808
MIMOSAS + MOTHER’S DAY COCKTAIL SPECIALS

AFTER 1 PM
Mother’s Day 
appetizer and 
dinner specials

$30.99 for adults 
(does not include drinks)

$19.99 ages 5-10
$15.99 ages 4 & younger

Turtle nesting membership a unique Mother’s Day gift idea
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GIVE MOM 
THE GIFT 

OF RELAXATION
Y O U R  C O M P L E T E  R E L A X A T I O N  D E S T I N A T I O N

N E S T L E D  A M I D  S T U N N I N G  N A T U R A L
L A N D S C A P E S ,  T H E  S A W G R A S S  S P A  I S  A

G E N U I N E  H A V E N  O F  S E R E N I T Y .  O U R
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S P A  F A C I L I T Y  I N C L U D E S  A

S T E A M  R O O M ,  O U T D O O R  P O O L ,  A  W H I R L P O O L ,
A N D  O N - S I T E  F O O D  &  B E V E R A G E .

Alhambra 
offers 

Mother’s 
Day special

Free concert set for Mother’s Day
The final concert of Beaches Fine Arts 

Series’ 51st Season brings Emilio Solla 
and Tributango as a special Mother’s Day 
concert on May 12.

The free concert will start at 4 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church. Doors 
open at 3:15 p.m. and seating is first come, 
first served. A reception follows with an art 
exhibit by Kim Collier.

Performers of Tributango include: Emilio 
Solla, piano; Pablo Aslan, bass; Sami 
Merdinian, violin; and Rodolfo Zanetti, 
bandoneon.

With 11 CDs as bandleader and more 
than 40 as arranger/producer, Solla is 
regarded by peers and critics as one of the 
most outstanding and unique composers 
in the tango-jazz field, a musical language 
which blends Argentine tango and folk with 
jazz and other contemporary music styles. 

Collier grew up in Northeast Florida, 
majored in textile design at Florida State 
University, taught high school art in Duval 
and St. Johns counties, and lives in Jack-
sonville today. Her artwork has exhibited 
locally at Word Revolt Gallery, FemArt, 
The Art Center, Florida State College South 
Campus, Jacksonville Museum of Con-
temporary Art, Reddi Arts and nationally 
at the Electronic Gallery 2000 out of Los 
Angeles, at Three Rivers Art Festival in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and at High on 
Fiber in Mesa, Arizona.

Contributed photo
A work of art by Kim Collier

Alhambra Theater & Dining, 12000 
Beach Blvd., Jacksonville, is offer-
ing a special ticket sale now through 
Mother’s Day. Purchase an Alhambra 
Mother's Day Certificate and let Mom 
choose a show for two people to attend 
for just $89. The offer ends May 12.

The eligible shows to pick from are:
• “Boeing Boeing” — May 23-June 

26
• “Joseph and the Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dreamcoat” — June 20-Aug. 11
• “Gypsy” — Aug. 22-Sept. 18 and 

Sept. 24-29
• “The Wedding Singer” — Oct. 

3-Nov. 3
To purchase tickets, call the box of-

fice at 904-641-1212. Go to alhambra-
jax.com for more information.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 9, 202414   MOTHER’S DAY GIFT & DINING GUIDE

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
At Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center, we understand that even the most 

minor tooth imperfections can significantly impact the appearance of your smile. We are 
proud to offer a range of cosmetic dentistry procedures to correct aesthetic concerns, 

including the color, size, shape, and alignment of your teeth. A visit to our office will have 
you on your way to a smile you love before you know it!

Dr. Blackmon will work with you to create a fully customized treatment plan to address 
any immediate restorative needs and correct tooth flaws or imperfections. Your smile 
makeover may require one or several procedures to restore the health, function, and 

beauty of your smile. You’ll love the final, stunning results!

153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

Teeth Whitening • Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Bonding • Dental Crowns • Smile Makeovers

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

Outdoors, gardening and more: Fun activities for Mom
Pondering a gift for Mother’s Day? 

Does she enjoy nature or gardening? How 
about healthy lifestyles? Why not con-
sider a unique experience gift this year?  

Through Extension, UF’s Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/
IFAS) offers a wide array of programs, 
including demonstration gardens, work-
shops to improve your green thumb, 
nutrition classes, the Florida Master Natu-
ralist Program (FMNP) and much more. 
Experiences offer not only an opportunity 
for fun and learning, but a way to make 

memories and friends. 
If she’s outdoorsy, mom might want to 

learn about Florida’s many trails, fishing 
opportunities, butterflies, birds and more. 
If so, she might want to sign up for the 
Master Naturalist Program.

“This Mother’s Day, consider treating 
yourself or someone you love to a Florida 
Master Naturalist Program course,” said 
Marty Main, professor of wildlife ecology 
and conservation and program director. 
“The FMNP offers 11 courses that provide 
opportunities to learn about and reconnect 

with Florida’s natural world with like-
minded adults.”

So, whether your primary interest is to 
enjoy nature or to learn and share infor-
mation about our natural world with your 
grandchildren or children, FMNP has 
much to offer, Main said.

But don’t just take Main’s word for it. 
See what others have to say.

"It’s the best thing I have ever done,” 
said Ellen Elliotuote, an FMNP volunteer. 
“I have learned so much, met so many 
wonderful people and found meaningful 

ways to get involved.” 
If mom likes to garden, she might want 

to attend a workshop or two. She might 
even be interested in training to be a 
Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV). Such 
programs teach lay people to become 
certified volunteers.

“Mother’s Day and flowers go hand 
in hand,” said Wendy Wilber, statewide 
coordinator for the Florida Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Program. “If moms want 

Photos by Tyler Jones, UF/IFAS photography:
A mother and two daughters pick blueberries at a U-pick farm.

Florida Master Gardeners teaching and learning at the UF/IFAS Extension Alachua County 
teaching demonstration gardens.

ACTIVITIES  continues on Page 15
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Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom.

A SAFE HAVEN FOR  
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE 
LEGACY

Are you in search of the perfect sanctuary for your 
cherished automotive treasures? Look no further than 

Auto Toy Vault, where we redefine auto storage in 
North FL, setting the standard for excellence.

Secure Your Spot Today.
(904) 525 9881 // AutoToyVault.com

UF/IFAS file photo
Participants in the Florida Master Naturalist Program enjoy some of nature’s beauty.

to learn about the care and maintenance of their blooming 
plants, they can contact the Master Gardener Volunteers 
at their county Extension office. The MGVs can share 
information and troubleshoot problems on any plant under 
the Florida sun.”

Beyond the garden, your mom also can learn about 
overall, sustainable lawn care with the nine principles of 
Florida-Friendly Landscaping (FFL) Program.

“Florida-Friendly Landscaping offers a wealth of re-
sources for the whole family, from vegetable gardening to 
creating butterfly habitats,” said FFL Coordinator Claire 
Lewis. “In addition to enhancing the beauty of your yard, 

it provides a sustainable approach to landscape design 
and maintenance, helping to protect Florida’s water and 
natural resources for future generations.”

Maybe mom wants to live a healthier lifestyle. County 
Extension agents offer programs about nutritious food and 
even exercise.

“We can show you how food can be nutritious and also 
delicious,” said Andrea Nikolai, a family and consumer 
sciences agent and registered dietitian with UF/IFAS 
Extension Polk County. “And we can help you find meal 
solutions, foods to eat to feel your best, how to eat to stay 
young for your kids and grandkids, how to prevent dis-
eases and some interesting tips that are fun to tell friends.”

Check out opportunities Mom can enjoy through your 
local county Extension office at sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/find-your-
local-office.

Activities
Continued from 14

Make mom breakfast in 
bed this Mother's Day
There’s no shortage of breakfast in bed options to 

serve Mom this Mother’s Day. If Mom loves a tra-
ditional hearty morning meal, this recipe for “Mixed 
Berry French Toast” courtesy of Taste of Home 
(tasteofhome.com) is sure to please.

Mixed Berry French Toast
Makes 8 servings
6 large eggs
1/4 cups fat-free milk
1 teaspoon sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4  teaspoon salt
1 loaf (1 pound) French bread, cubed
1 package (12 ounces) frozen unsweetened mixed berries
2 tablespoons cold butter
1/3  cup packed brown sugar
Confectioners’ sugar and maple syrup (optional)

Whisk together the first 6 ingredients. Place bread 
cubes in a 13 x 9-inch or 3-quart baking dish coated 
with cooking spray. Pour egg mixture over top. Refrig-
erate, covered, 8 hours or overnight.

Preheat oven to 350 F. Remove berries from freezer 
and French toast from refrigerator and let stand while 
oven heats. Bake French toast, covered, 30 minutes.

In a small bowl, cut butter into brown sugar until 
crumbly. Top French toast with berries; sprinkle 
with brown sugar mixture. Bake, uncovered, until a 
knife inserted in the center comes out clean, 15 to 20 
minutes. If desired, dust with confectioners’ sugar and 
serve with syrup. 
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

We are happy to announce that
SUZANNE SCHINSING 

has returned to the 
Ponte Vedra Club Realty Team!

Welcome Back Suzanne!
$153

M I L L I O N

C A R E E R  C L O S I N G S

$64.9
M I L L I O N

2 0 2 3 C L O S I N G S

17
Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

R E A L  E S T A T E

$13.2
M I L L I O N

C A R E E R  T O P  S A L E

“A mother is like a flower, each one is 
beautiful and unique.” — unknown

By Kathy Esfahani

Motherhood has been celebrated 
throughout history. Festivals in 
ancient Greece and Rome honored 
mothers, and early European 
Christians recognized them on 
“Mothering Sunday” each year. 
Mother’s Day became an official 
United States holiday in 1914. In all 
of these celebrations, children often 

show appreciation to their mothers with gifts of flowers.
Although all flowers are a wonderful gift for mothers 

on Mother’s Day, certain varieties stand out as popular 
choices and have meanings particularly suited to show 
mothers how special they are:

• Carnations are a popular choice for Mother’s Day 
gifts. They are long lasting, affordable and available in a 
variety of colors. All carnations mean love and devotion, 
and pink carnations specifically symbolize a mother’s 
love.

• The colorful blooms of daisies bring out happiness 

and represent cheerfulness and innocence. Daisies 
are available in a variety of colors, each with specific 
meanings: pink represents admiration, red symbolizes 
love and yellow means cheerfulness.

• Lilies produce large, elegant blooms in many colors. 
Symbolizing purity, fertility and new life, lilies are 
a traditional choice on Mother’s Day. These fragrant 
flowers are ideal for celebrating a mother’s devotion to 
her children and family.

• Peonies symbolize compassion, beauty and 
prosperity. They are available in pastel colors of light 

pinks and whites as well as more vibrant reds and 
purples. Blooming in spring, their lush flowers stand out 
in a bouquet.

• Roses are a traditional choice for Mother’s Day and 
come in many colors. Pink roses represent grace and 
appreciation, perfect to celebrate mom! But a multicolor 
bouquet is also beautiful. Yellow roses represent 
friendship and joy, peach means sincerity and gratitude, 
and red symbolizes love and passion.

• Sunflowers feature large, yellow flowers representing 
happiness, loyalty and wisdom. The blooms of a 
sunflower naturally turn to face the sun, thought to be a 
reminder of positivity and looking toward the future.

• Tulips are spring bloomers available in colors 
ranging from yellows and oranges to pinks, lavenders 
and purples. Featuring classic flowers with long petals, 
they symbolize confidence and affection.

Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms in our 
community and thank you for all you do!

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, shares her tips for 
growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Celebrating Mom with Flowers

Photo provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery 
Roses
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COMING SOON!

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding  
Singer  

OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas  
Story  

NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

GET YOUR ALHAMBRA TICKETS NOW!

Rise at Nocatee taking shape
By Shaun Ryan

Rise at Nocatee, a new 55-plus active 
living community one mile from Nocatee 
Town Center, has just completed its 
10,000-square-foot clubhouse and public 
interest in the project is growing.

General Manager Jerry Shafer encour-
aged people to visit and see the new 
facility, which includes a yoga room, 
fitness room, music and media room, 
arts and crafts room, game room and bar 
area.

As it is being furnished, the Rise team 
has not forgotten that future residents 
may have fond memories of the things of 
yesterday.

“We have an awesome-looking 1960s 
vintage record player console for our 
music and media room,” Shafer said. 
“It’s very cool.”

Now under 
construction are 
the 178 apartment 
homes.

When com-
plete, there will 
be 59 one-, 
two- and three-
bedroom apart-
ments in four-
story Building 
1000. There will 

be 119 one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments in five-story Building 2000. Floor 
plans start at 683 square feet and go up to 
1,538 square feet.

“The units are coming together,” Sha-
fer said. “We are now installing kitchen 
and bathroom cabinetry. We’re doing tile 
shower surrounds in the bathrooms, as 
well.”

Building 1000 is on track for comple-
tion around June 25. Building 2000 is 
expected to be finished at about the first 
week of September.

All first-level apartments will have 
screened-in porches.

So far, Rise at Nocatee has 24 ap-
proved applications, so it is about 14% 
pre-leased. Shafer said a lot of people 
have been calling or dropping by to see 
what’s happening.

Of course, hard hat tours are still being 
offered. Interested people can either stop 
by for a tour or schedule an appoint-
ment online. Those taking the tours will 
be asked to sign a liability waiver and 
will be issued a hard hat and construc-
tion vest. Shafer recommends they wear 
close-toe shoes.

For more information, go to riseponte-
vedra.com, email live@risepontevedra.
com or call 904-341-5239.

The community is located at 1200 
Preservation Trail, Ponte Vedra Beach.

General Manager 
Jerry Shafer

The fitness center in the clubhouse. 

The clubhouse interior.

The music/media room in the clubhouse.

Photos by Susan Griffin
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Independent Living 
Assisted Living 

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care  
Skilled Nursing 
On-Site Rehab 

4600 Middleton Park Circle East • Jacksonville FL 32224 • cypressvillageretirement.com 

Explore. Discover. Celebrate. 
Life at Cypress Village! 

904-807-6190

Creating a checklist can help ease stress of moving
By Anthony Richards

Packing up and moving can be a hectic 
and stressful time for everyone involved 
and for those preparing to move into a 
senior living community it is no different.

However, Beach House Assisted 
Living & Memory Care in Jacksonville 
Beach advises creating a checklist to 
make sure everything is in order prior to 
the move.

Before anything is even boxed up get-
ting organized is the first step suggested 
because organization and having a plan 
in place can be a good way to make sure 
nothing is forgotten and that the move 
goes as smoothly as possible.

Hiring movers is recommended espe-
cially for senior citizens who may have 
physical limitations that would make 
moving themselves difficult.

Part of a move requires making sure all 
bills and services are transferred over to 
the person’s new address.

The proper address change is vital for 
not just family and friends but also for 
government departments, such as the 
Social Security Administration.

Once one feels organized enough, 
packing for the move is the next step in 
the process and Beach House believes 
although being a major part of the prep 
work that it can be much smoother with a 

step-by-step approach. 
When packing items for the move it 

is important to remember what items, if 
any, the assisted living community sug-
gests, and it can be helpful to acquire a 
copy of the floor plan of the new place 
to get a better idea of what furniture will 
work best.

Each of these steps are designed to 

help take as much stress away from the 
moving process as possible, in the hopes 
of making moving day the happy occa-
sion that it should be.

Sometimes packing things away can 
make it hard to find certain items in the 
days following a move.

That is why Beach House suggests 
having a “first day” box that is filled 

strictly with practical items like toiletries 
and sentimental items that are necessities 
and one of the first things to seek out and 
unpack.

Moving can be an emotional time for 
those involved and this can especially be 
the case when loved ones make the move 
from a place they have called home for 
some time.
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Project SEARCH graduates leave with 
work experience, memories

By Anthony Richards

Schools across St. Johns County will 
be wrapping up their school years during 
May and many graduations will be held 
to commemorate students heading to the 
next stage of their life.

One of those graduations will recog-
nize just three students but it will be just 
as important as all the others.

The graduation will be honoring three 
students who are completing the Project 
SEARCH program, which is designed 
to offer real-life and job skills for young 
adults with disabilities through an intern-
ship at Vicar’s Landing and its campuses.

According to Project SEARCH instruc-
tor Laura Davis, the emphasis of the pro-
gram is to focus on helping the students 
gain the necessary skills to obtain long-
term and competitive paid employment 
now that their high school time within the 
district has reached its end.

Project SEARCH is one of two pro-
grams in the county that attempt to create 
skills through internships for students 
with disabilities, the other called Life-
work, which focuses on students who are 
a little younger and may have a couple of 
years left before entering the workforce 
fully.

The typical age for Project SEARCH 
students is 20 to 21 years old, and the 
value of the experience gained through 
the program is bountiful.

“We don’t want this to be the end for 
them, because it’s not the end for them,” 
Davis said. “This is just how the road is 

winding for them. The projections are 
that they at the time that they finish or 
will have it within the next three to six 
months after graduation.”

There have been times when the busi-
ness they interned for end up hiring them 
after graduation, but in this case all three 
interns live in the Fruit Cove area, so 
finding employment closer to where they 
live and with less commute will be the 
goal.

This year’s graduates in Project 
SEARCH include Caleb Clayton, Zach 
Bower and Dylan Nicholas.

One of the goals is to make sure that 
they get immersed in many of the various 
aspects that make up the day-to-day jobs 
at a business so that they can discover 
what type of work fits them.

For Bower, he found a love for work-
ing with the kitchen staff at Vicar’s 
Landing at Oak Bridge and showed a real 
knack for chopping up vegetables and 
helping with meal preparation.

“I’ve really enjoyed learning the dif-
ferent knife skills and what to do when 
you’re in the kitchen,” Bower said.

Meanwhile, Nicholas has been work-
ing toward his dream job of working at 
Dunkin’ Donuts, and one of his tasks 
has been making sure the coffee counter 
in the lobby at Vicar’s Landing at Oak 
Bridge stays stocked and fresh. 

“We do all types of assessments to 
understand where they are currently, but 
like any 20-year-old, do you really know 
what you want to do,” Davis said. “That’s 
the valuable thing with this program, is 

that they are given the opportunity to 
explore and be exposed to many things.”

Seeing them realize what aspects of the 
job they can and find out they love to do 
proves that the program is working on 
many levels.

“Those are the things gained outside of 
even the skills learned, such as confi-
dence and what it means to work on a 
team and be flexible,” Davis said. “All 
of which are things so valuable to being 
members of a workplace.”

Davis has a staff within the program 
throughout the school district, but she 
also thanked the staff at Vicar’s Landing’s 
campuses and the residents for helping 
create a supportive and conducive learn-
ing environment for the interns.

The graduation ceremony will take 
place May 23 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge located 
at 251 English Oak Lane in Ponte Vedra 
Beach and it will include a reception fol-
lowing the recognition.

Zach Bower shows off his knife skills in the kitchen at Vicar’s 
Landing at Oak Bridge.

Dylan Nicholas polishes silverware. Contributed photos
Caleb Clayton interacts with residents. 

Caleb Clayton, Zach Bower and Dylan Nicholas will be graduating from St. Johns County’s 
Project SEARCH program on May 23.
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CALL TO SET AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
386-356-5800 | ReverieAtSilverleaf.com
80 Charter Oaks Drive | St. Augustine, FL 32092
West of I-95 between County Road 210 and 
State Road 16 at St. Johns Parkway

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, o� ers, and availability are subject 
to change without notice. Please see sales associate for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

S A L E S  G A L L E R Y  N O W  O P E N

Visit us at the Reverie at Silverleaf Sales Gallery to discover how we’re taking the 

active adult lifestyle of your dreams and elevating it to an all-new level. This gated 

55+ community is brimming with endless recreational amenities and social activities, 

and low-maintenance single-family homes and paired villas … all just a quick golf 

cart ride from Silverleaf’s shopping, healthcare, dining and conveniences.

NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES & PAIRED VILLAS FROM THE $390s

In The Heart Of St. Johns County’s 
Best-Selling Community

TURN OVER A TURN OVER A 
NEW LEAF NEW LEAF 

ON 55+ LIVINGON 55+ LIVING

NO CDD FEES
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Ground broken for RISE at Glen Kernan Park
On April 30, a ceremonial groundbreak-

ing event was held for the latest 55+ active 
living community coming to Jacksonville: 
RISE at Glen Kernan Park. This first-class, 
master-planned community sits on nearly 
50 acres of premier real estate on north-
western Butler Boulevard and Hodges 
Boulevard.

RISE at Glen Kernan Park represents 
RISE’s sixth project developed, or under 
construction, in Jacksonville and its second 
55+ active living development in the city.

Speakers included Jacksonville District 
3 City Councilman Will Lahnen, Ryan 
Holmes (RISE CEO), Greg Hunter (RISE 
CFO) and Louis Fegan (RISE vice presi-
dent of construction).

Holmes welcomed attendees and 
thanked everyone who had worked to 
bring this project to its current point. He 
reiterated RISE’s commitment to North-
east Florida and highlighted the variety 

of multifamily product types that RISE is 
developing, building and managing across 
the state.

Lahnen extolled the project, noting the 
associated road improvements and new 
retail space as being positive features.

“We’re really excited that you chose to 
develop this in our community,” he said.

The site boasts six outparcels of premier 
retail, a Gate convenience store and car 
wash, and a seven-story Embassy Suites 
hotel. RISE at Glen Kernan Park features 
308 units, which consist of a mix of 74 cot-
tages and 234 one- and two-bedroom flats. 
Each unit will have full-size washers and 
dryers, luxury vinyl tile flooring through-
out the kitchen and common areas, granite 
countertops and stainless steel appliances. 
Private balconies are available with select 
units.

Among the many amenities available 
to residents are a business center, heated 

resort-style pool, pickle ball courts, bocce 
ball, shuffleboard, an eight-acre pond, 
fitness center, dog park, multiple indoor 
lounge areas, yoga lawn, outdoor commu-
nity kitchen, firepits and more.

Hunter explained that RISE Glen Ker-
nan Park “caters to residents who are 55 
years and older who seek a unique blend 
of lifestyle, amenities and highly curated 
residential activities which are tailored to 
residents who are seeking an engaged and 
vibrant lifestyle.”

He recognized a list of financial part-
ners who are invested in the success of 
this project. That list includes Walker & 
Dunlop, Benefit Street Partners, Pearlmark, 
Schneider Downs and local private inves-
tors. He also acknowledged the expertise 
from firms including Coleman Talley, 
Price Atlantic, Niles Bolton Associates, 
Prosser Engineering and Joyce Develop-
ment Group. Finally, he thanked the City 

of Jacksonville.
“We’re truly thankful for this great 

team,” Hunter said. “And all the efforts 
to deliver what we know will be the new 
standard for active adult housing here in 
Jacksonville.”

Fegan gave an update on construction 
progress at the site. He indicated that 
underground utility installation was well 
underway with the expectation that vertical 
construction would begin in the next 100 
days.

The first units are scheduled to deliver 
in summer of 2025 with the clubhouse 
following closely in the fall of 2025. The 
remaining units are delivering in summer 
of 2026.

Fegan also took time to recognize the 
local subcontractors.

“We made a conscious effort to support 
our local contractor community here in 
Jacksonville,” he said.

Photos by Susan Griffin
Pictured are Greg Blais (RISE President), Lowell Larson (Southern Ventures), Courtney Gordon (RISE COO), Paul Morgan (RISE senior vice president of project management), Terry Phillips (Joyce De-
velopment), Greg Hunter (RISE CFO), Randy Baugh (Development Consultants Inc.), John Joyce (Joyce Development), City Councilman Will Lahnen, Mike Junk (Gate Petroleum), Becky Hamilton (Gate 
Petroleum) and Ryan Holmes (RISE CEO).
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Our Adult Day Program offers seniors a variety of daily 

activities designed to engage physical, social, occupational 

and intellectual needs. Now you can have more time to work, 

relax or tend to your own needs.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan Code to Request 

RiverGarden.org 

904.288.7858

• Purposeful, safe environment 

• Full schedule of daily activities 

• Worry-free time for caregivers 

• Available Monday-Friday (8am-5pm)

An Even Brighter Future

COA partners with 
AARP to offer safe 

driving course 
By Anthony Richards

The St. Johns County Council on Ag-
ing is offering residents an AARP smart 
driver course May 15 and 16 from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. at River House located at 179 
Marine St. in St. Augustine.

It is not like other driving tests that one 
would take when first learning to drive 
because it is not teaching the basics but 
is instead intended to further enhance a 
driver’s knowledge of road safety and 
what to do when faced with certain situ-
ations.

The class will feature evidence-based 
safe driving strategies that are always 
adapting and important to keep up with.

Some traffic laws have been in place 
and are the standard, such as red means 
“stop” and green means “go.”

However, there are certain laws that are 
always being tweaked and may even vary 
depending on the state one is in.

That is what makes the class a valu-
able tool that can be used by any driver 
of any age really, but it can be especially 
helpful with so many people moving into 
St. Johns County from other states where 
they may have become accustomed to 
those rules but are now having to adjust 
to Florida’s.

While new traffic laws and the rules of 
the road will be a major part of the class, 
it will also focus on the importance of 
knowing how to handle an aggressive 
driver situation and the best ways to ap-

proach it if confronted with one.
The class will consist of two days and 

a person must attend both classes in order 
to get credit for completion of the course.

Registration is required to take part and 
space is limited with only 50 spots avail-
able for the class.

The cost for the two-day class is $20 
for AARP members and $25 for non-
members, while there is no fee associ-
ated for the class for those with United 
Healthcare insurance.

Auto insurance discounts may also ap-
ply depending on the insurance provider 
and a completion certificate following the 
course can be obtained for those looking 
to explore that option.

The course demonstrates no matter 
how experienced a driver is, it is never 
too late to catch up on the rules and learn 
safe driving tips.

After all, being a safe driver is not 
just about keeping those in the car safe 
but also about keeping everyone around 
you safe, as it does not just include the 
cars sharing the road but the segments 
of the roadways where pedestrians are 
welcome to share the same road as well, 
whether that is walking, running or riding 
a bicycle.

To learn more about the program and 
the course being offered locally, residents 
can go to aarp.org/drive or can register 
by calling 904-209-3655 or by emailing 
tharris@stjohnscoa.com.
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Starling acquires former Palms community
By Shaun Ryan

Starling, which owns and operates 
assisted living and memory care and in-
dependent living facilities in the Nocatee 
area, has acquired the former Palms at 
Ponte Vedra, bringing its number of com-
munities to seven. Starling’s headquarters 
are in Jacksonville.

The rebranded Starling at Ponte Vedra 
offers assisted living and memory care 
and is located at 405 Solana Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach. The purchase, from former 
owner Health Care Managers Inc., was 
completed early in April.

“We’ve always worked well with the 

team at The Palms over the years,” said 
Megan Kennedy, Starling chief operat-
ing officer. “When we were approached 
to potentially purchase the community, 
we were very, very excited. They have a 
phenomenal reputation, and their team is 
tenured and dedicated.”

She praised the level of care, the food 
and activities offered at the facility.

For Starling, the acquisition provides 
significant advantages.

“It allows us to improve processes, 
have a bigger footprint and reach more 
seniors and provide services and ameni-
ties,” Kennedy said.

Starling plans to enhance some of the 

services offered at the former Palms, 
including technology upgrades with new 
WiFi and upgrades in electronic medi-
cal records software and the nurse call 
program, an emergency response system 
to bring assistance when needed.

Starling is also refreshing the land-
scape and some finishes and has already 
upgraded the kitchen equipment. A gym 
space and related equipment is now being 
planned.

In addition, it has created a new 
memory care director position.

“We have a great memory care program 
for our residents with Alzheimer’s and de-
mentia, so we felt strongly in adding that 

memory care director role to supplement 
the team already in place,” Kennedy said.

Starling has retained the other employ-
ees.

“We are very proud of that team,” Ken-
nedy said. “They’ve accomplished great 
things since they opened. Their executive 
director, Barbara (Matteson), has been 
there since day one, along with a couple 
other members of her team.”

One of the advantages Starling offers 
is, by virtue of its multiple communities, 
it has leverage with preferred providers, 
including Next Therapy Solutions, which 
provides occupational physical therapy.

To learn more, go to starlingliving.com.

Grandparents can teach lessons about money, investing
Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

Typically, being a grandparent is 
mainly about fun and games (and candy, 
of course). But you can choose to do more 
by helping teach your grandchildren about 
money, saving and investing. Remember, 
the lessons they learn while they’re young 
may become so engrained they will help 
guide them well into their adult lives.

You might want to start by talking with 
their parents to help ensure what you’re 
going to tell them aligns with what they’re 
hearing at home. As a result, you should be 
able to reinforce the lessons their parents 
are teaching rather than sending conflicting 
messages.

Begin with the three “buckets”
The next time you slip your grandkids 

some money (you know you do), consider 
employing this classic method for teaching 
the value of money and saving, especially 
if they’re very young.

The idea is simply to have them divide 
the money into three “buckets” — whether 
they’re literal or figurative is up to you:

1. Spending. The first bucket is for them 
to spend right away on whatever they want, 
like a toy or a special treat (with their par-
ents’ permission, of course).

2. Saving. The second is for saving for 
something bigger, and more expensive, 

they’d like to have down the road. This can 
teach them about delaying gratification and 
setting a savings goal. If you’re looking for 
a good excuse to set up a custodial savings 
account for them at a bank, this could fit 
the bill. 

3. Giving. Finally, have them use part of 
the money to help them learn about giving 
back and supporting a cause they really 
believe in. Since young children often love 
animals, the local humane society may be a 
good place to start.

 
Introduce investing

When you think they’re ready, introduce 

them to the potential rewards, and risks, of 
investing. Help them understand the differ-
ence between owning a stock — taking an 
ownership position in a company that may 
pay a dividend — and a bond — lending 
money to a company or government entity 
in return for interest payments.

Discuss the value of not putting all their 
eggs in one basket or, in other words, di-
versification. Explain that a portfolio that’s 
mainly stocks may have a greater return po-
tential than one that’s primarily bonds but 
is also likely to experience greater volatility 
from market activity.

You could also encourage them to 

begin setting long-term investment goals. 
Although being able to afford retirement is 
motivating for adults, it may not resonate 
with them at this point. However, higher 
education, a new car, or a fun trip just 
might work.

Making it real
Since they’ve already learned something 

about banking through that savings account 
you (hopefully) helped them open, as they 
get older, it could be a good time to help 
make investing real by assisting them with 
starting an online investment account and 
providing some start-up funds. Keep in 
mind you can give up to $17,000 ($34,000 
for a couple) in 2023 to an individual with-
out incurring gift tax implications.

After they’ve seen firsthand how invest-
ing works, explain that as they get older, 
potentially accumulate assets, and have a 
more complicated financial situation, they 
should consider working with a profes-
sional financial adviser to help them work 
toward their long-term goals.

Diversification cannot eliminate the risk of 
fluctuating prices and uncertain returns.
This article was written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors and provided courtesy of Ponte 
Vedra Wealth Management Group in Ponte 
Vedra Beach at 904-273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal 
Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, 
or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank 
Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount 
Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used 
by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer 
and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company. PM-06272025-6182753.1.1
©2024 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. 
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Contributed Photo
Jamie L. Seim, Matthew D. Guevara, Evonne T. Heykens and Stephen T. Foody.
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Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, o� ers, and availability are subject to change without notice. Please see sales associate 
for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

*©Jet HomeLoans, LP SM (“Jet”) NMLS ID# 1660135. Corporate O�  ce: 14701 Philips Highway, Suite 202, Jacksonville, FL 32256 | 833-270-7191. Jet is a partnership with 
FBC Mortgage, LLC NMLS ID# 152859 and Dream Finders Homes. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Programs, rates, program terms and conditions 
subject to change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. This is not a commitment to lend. NMLS 
Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 

ALL CLOSING COSTS PAID •  ASK ABOUT CASH BUYER DISCOUNT

SAVE UP TO $40,000 ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES

FIRST 
YEAR

2/1 BUYDOWN
FHA/VA* 

THE BEST IN 55+ LIVING FOR LESS
Palm Coast’s exciting new 55+ lifestyle is more a	 ordable than ever before. 
For a limited time, Reverie at Palm Coast is o	 ering big savings and below-

market fi nancing on select homes that are available for quick move-in.

With our low-maintenance inventory homes, you can start enjoying 
abundant recreation and activities right away within a gated 

community created just for active adults.

TOUR INVENTORY HOMES TODAY

3 Ellaville Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32137
386.882.9448  |  ReverieAtPalmCoast.com

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

LAKEFRONT & PRESERVE HOMES 
FROM THE $340s
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Matanzas 
Woods Pkwy
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N
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COAST

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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235 Towerview Drive |  St. Augustine, FL
Assisted Living Facility #AL10105

Call (877) 277-1244  
today to schedule your  

video appointment.

Discover senior living at beautiful World Golf 
Village with Westminster St. Augustine. We offer 
active, independent living, plus assisted living and 
nursing care to meet life’s changing needs. Residents 
enjoy maintenance-free living with access to 
beautiful campus amenities and services like dining, 
housekeeping and laundry. Best of all, you’ll enjoy the 
assurance of a fiscally sound, financially strong partner 
for your retirement, and a full range of supportive and 
healthcare services.

WE’RE HERE WHEN 
YOU NEED US

WESTMINSTER ST.  AUGUSTINE

Active Living | Assisted Living | Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

A First Coast son looks back
By Shaun Ryan

A lot has changed in Northeast Florida 
over the decades, but those who grew up 
here in the ‘50s and ‘60s still treasure fond 
memories of a simpler time on the First 
Coast.

Patrick Park is among them. Today a 
resident of Covington, Louisiana, Park 
is a native of Jacksonville Beach, born 
in 1946. He was 12 when he and three 
siblings were adopted and moved to Ponte 
Vedra Beach.

He attended Ponte Vedra Palm Valley 
Elementary School and Fletcher High 
School and dated a local girl from his 
school.

“We would walk down from Fletcher to 
the Dairy Queen store and get chocolate-
covered ice cream cones after school,” he 
recalled.

Looking back, many will remember 
restaurants they once frequented, and Park 
is no different.

There was The Inlet near the beach, The 
Homestead restaurant and Nick’s Pizza, 
a local favorite. Park also recalled The 
Green Turtle and a special treat he enjoyed 
as a boy.

“My grandmother used to work there,” 
he said. “She’d bring hushpuppies home 
all the time.”

As a boy, he played for the local Pee 
Wee football team and swam for vari-
ous teams, including the one at Fletcher, 
where he was coached by John “Wimpy” 
Sutton.

Before he finished high school, the Park 
family relocated to Coral Gables, Florida.

At 17, Park joined the U.S. Navy, telling 
the recruiter he wanted to be a frogman 
like Mike Nelson in “Sea Hunt.” He spent 
two years aboard ship and entered Navy 
SEAL training, where he encountered a 
familiar face.

“I thought: I know this guy, but where 

BACK  continues on Page 28

Starling celebrates 
Kentucky Derby, 

Cinco de Mayo
The residents at Starling at Ponte Vedra had a 

fun-filled weekend celebrating both the Ken-
tucky Derby and Cinco de Mayo.  

Photos courtesy of Starling at Ponte Vedra
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Call to schedule your private visit:

Or SCAN CODE to RSVP to one 
of our events.

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

904-490-6300

HAPPINESS 
BLOOMS
AND FRIENDSHIPS 
FLOWER HERE

Dig into Life Enrichment at Windsor Pointe!
With countless things to do, all circling around 
new friends and neighbors, there’s no room for 
loneliness and depression to take root. One thing 
is always sure: You’ll grow here and will live an 
independent lifestyle to the fullest.

Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood
FAMOUS PONTE VEDRANS?

By Scott A. Grant

I started writing this series on fa-
mous people who lived in Ponte Vedra 
because there was a list on the inter-
net, and it made me wonder: Did these 
people really live here? The list has 

been replicated and distributed over the 
years by various Realtors as part of a 
package pitching Ponte Vedra as a great 
place to live.

I published the articles that I wrote 
in the Ponte Vedra Recorder because I 
wanted them to live on the internet so 
that future researchers could find my 
research. And, in fact, a number of my 
articles have elicited responses from 
interested parties all over the country. 
Just the other day, I got an email from 
someone who wanted more informa-
tion on an article I wrote about base-
ball Hall-of-Famer Bill Terry, who did 
in fact maintain a beach home here 
although he lived in San Marco. Just 
last year, an article I wrote about Ernie 
Mickler spurred the Palm Valley com-
munity to put on a History Festival.

As it turns out, many of the people 
on the list did have some ties to Ponte 
Vedra, even if they were brief, as in the 
case of Teddy Roosevelt Jr. One of the 
names that most intrigued me was Fred 
Rogers, star of the TV show “Mr. Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood.” Nearly everybody 
knows his TV show for children that 

was a hit for decades. The show opened 
with the song “It’s a beautiful day in 
my neighborhood” and, of course, it is 
a beautiful day in my neighborhood as 
well.

There are a couple of people on the 
list of Famous Ponte Vedra Residents 
that I cannot tie to Ponte Vedra, one of 
those is Fred Rogers. Rogers was born 
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, famous as 
the home of Rolling Rock Beer. Roll-
ing Rock is no longer made there. It is 
brewed in Newark, N.J. For a time, Sam 
Adams was brewed at the old Rolling 
Rock plant, but has since moved its 
brewery to Allentown. Rogers was two 
years older than Latrobe’s other fa-
mous resident, Arnold Palmer, and it is 
intriguing to think they probably met as 
young men, although it is doubtful they 
would have had much in common.

Rogers, who learned to play the piano 
at age 5, went to Dartmouth but did not 
like it and transferred to Rollins College 
in Winter Park, Florida, to pursue a 
degree in music. It was there that he met 
his future wife, Joanne Byrd. Joanne 
was also studying music at Rollins, and 

she had also learned to play the piano at 
age 5. Joanne Rogers was born in San 
Marco and that remains the closest tie 
to Ponte Vedra. Fred and Joanne bonded 
over a shared interest in music and 
unhappy childhoods.  They liked to play 
piano duets together for fun.

Joanne Rogers was so good that she 
later toured the country with a college 
friend performing over 300 concerts. 
Two of those were here in Jacksonville. 
Fred Rogers spent most of his life in 
Pittsburgh where he produced his televi-
sion show. The family had a summer 
home in Nantucket. Nantucket is pretty 
far from Ponte Vedra. Given that his 
wife was from Jacksonville and that 
she performed here twice, it is possible 
that Rogers visited Ponte Vedra at some 
point, but I can find no evidence that 
he resided here. Perhaps someone out 
there knows more and can provide the 
missing link that ties Fred Rogers to our 
beautiful neighborhood.

Scott Grant is a local author, historian and 
money manager. He would love to hear 
from you at scottg@standfastic.com
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Alzheimer support group 
plans virtual meeting

The Alzheimer Association's Caregiver 
Support Group conducts virtual meetings 
on the third Thursday of each month. The 
next meeting is 3-4 p.m. May 16. 

Support groups create a safe, con-
fidential, supportive environment or 
community and a chance for participants 

to develop informal mutual support and 
social relationships. They also educate 
and inform participants about dementia 
and help participants develop methods 
and skills to solve problems.

To register, call the Alzheimer Asso-
ciation’s HelpDesk at 800-272-3900.

Resilience, community, vibrant living at Cypress Village
Following a stroke, Marilyn Halusky's 

life took an unexpected turn, yet she 
refused to let adversity dampen her spirit. 
At Cypress Village, she found not only 
a place to call home but a community of 
friends who embraced her with unwaver-
ing support. Surrounded by caring neigh-
bors and dedicated staff, she embarked 
on a journey of healing and empower-
ment, propelled forward by the boundless 
encouragement and camaraderie of her 
Cypress Village family.

In a recent kayaking adventure orga-
nized by resident and outdoor enthusiast 
Marsha Green, Halusky's resilience and 
determination were on full display as she 
embraced the thrill of outdoor explora-
tion alongside her peers. With the support 
of Hanna Park’s Dennis Thomas, who is 
certified for adaptive kayaking, she over-
came obstacles with grace and determina-
tion, buoyed by the unwavering encour-
agement of her friends and the supportive 
environment of Cypress Village.

“Marilyn's journey should encour-
age all of us to not let age or a disability 
stop you,” said Green. “We have such a 
wealth of resources and experiences here 
at Cypress Village. You only need to ask. 
Her unwavering determination and posi-

tive outlook serve as an inspiration to us 
all. By daring to do the unthinkable, you 
really can empower yourself.”

Cypress Village is more than just a 
retirement community; it is a vibrant hub 
of activity, where residents like Halusky 
are encouraged to pursue their passions, 
embrace new experiences and forge 

meaningful connections.
Under the guidance of Lisa Drew, com-

munity life services director, and Ashley 
Miller, director of resident services, 
Cypress Village offers a diverse array of 
activities, events and wellness programs 
designed to promote physical, social and 
emotional well-being.

“Marilyn’s story serves as a testament 
to the transformative power of communi-
ty support, vibrant living and the unwav-
ering human spirit,” said Miller.

When hearing of the benefits and 
support offered, another resident, Herb 
Mulack, decided to join the adaptive 
kayaking trip after 65 years away from 
the water. There he discovered not only 
solace for his soul but also relief from his 
shoulder pain.

As Halusky continues her  journey at 
Cypress Village, she remains a beacon of 
hope, resilience and inspiration to her fel-
low residents, embodying the essence of 
vibrant living and community spirit that 
defines Cypress Village.

For more information about Cypress 
Village and its commitment to fostering 
a vibrant community where residents can 
thrive, go to cypressvillageretirement.
com.

Cypress Village is a premier continu-
ing care retirement community located in 
Jacksonville. With a focus on exceptional 
care, vibrant community life and compre-
hensive wellness programs, Cypress Vil-
lage is dedicated to enriching the lives of 
residents and empowering them to thrive 
in every aspect of retirement living.Contributed photos

do I know him from?” he said.
Then, he had it. Joining him in SEAL 

training was a friend from Ponte Vedra, 
James “Jimmy” Thames. Both went on 
to serve in the Vietnam War, though in 
different SEAL teams.

Thinking of his youth on the First 
Coast, Park recalls searching for shark’s 
teeth and shells on the beach, jumping 

off the Jacksonville Beach pier and div-
ing for golf balls at the Ocean Course.

“I sold them for 10 cents apiece,” he 
said. “I’d sell the ones that didn’t have 
gashes in them for 25 cents to golfers 
that would come by.”

Park went on to sell real estate in Ala-
bama and New Orleans but never forgot 
the beachside community from which he 
came.

“I think, overall, Ponte Vedra was one 
of the finest cities to grow up in,” he 
said.

Back
Continued from 26
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Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, offers, and availability are subject to change without notice. Please see sales associate for more details. Dream Finders 
Homes LLC. CBC1252734
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SAVE UP TO $30,000
ON INVENTORY HOMES

ALL CLOSING COSTS PAID • ASK ABOUT CASH BUYER DISCOUNT

FIRST YEAR
2/1 BUYDOWN FINANCING*3.99%

SAN JOSE BLVD

SUNBEAM RD

BAYMEADOWS RD

HOOD RD

EXIT 341

OLD KINGS RD S

CRAV
E N  RD N

Everlake at Mandarin is offering huge savings for a limited time on quick 

move-in homes. You can start enjoying the 55+ lifestyle of your dreams 

right away in one of Jacksonville’s most popular neighborhoods. 

These select homes won’t last long. 

So, take advantage of this below-market fi nancing, today!

TOUR QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES TODAY

LUXURY PAIRED VILLA HOMES FROM THE $340s

4480 Sun Lily Ct. | Jacksonville, FL 32257 
EverlakeAtMandarin.com | 904-606-6616

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

N O W ’ S  T H E  B E S T  T I M E  T O  C H O O S EN O W ’ S  T H E  B E S T  T I M E  T O  C H O O S E
M A N D A R I N ’ S  O N L Y  N E W  5 5 +  L I F E S T Y L EM A N D A R I N ’ S  O N L Y  N E W  5 5 +  L I F E S T Y L E
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Senior centers hold activities throughout May
Here’s a look at some of the events and 

activities planned at local senior centers.

THE PLAYERS Community Senior Center
The following programs will be held at 

COA’s THE PLAYERS Community Senior 
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra 
Beach, beginning in May. If you have any 
questions, call the center at 904-209-3659. 
For more information, go to coasjc.org/
ponte-vedra-center. Note: The center will be 
closed on May 16 for its annual Centenarian 
Luncheon.

Lunch — Tuesdays: Noon to 1 p.m. 
Registration required in advance and fee 
required: $5 per meal.

Lunch — Thursdays: Noon to 1 p.m. 
Registration required in advance and fee 
required: $5 per meal. 

Hisshin Sumi-E Painting Class: Tradi-

tional East Asian brush painting. This class 
typically meets once a month. This month 
the date is Thursday, May 9. Class is from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Fee required: $3 per 
person.

Acrylic Painting: 9 a.m. to noon Wednes-
days. No fee required.

Bus Trip to COA’s Riverhouse: A visit 
to COA’s Riverhouse in St. Augustine for the 
Spring Art & Dance Show at 10:30 a.m. May 
14. This is a round trip from THE PLAYERS 
Community Center; the COA bus will leave 
center at 9 a.m. and return by 2 p.m. Lunch 
provided. Reservation and $5 fee required.

Chair Exercise — Tuesdays: 9:30 to 10 
a.m.

Chair Exercise — Thursdays: 9:30 to 10 
a.m.

Tai Chi: 10-11 a.m. Thursdays.
Canasta — Tuesdays: 10 a.m. to noon. 

Canasta — Thursdays: 10 a.m. to noon
Mah Jongg — Wednesdays: 2-5 p.m. 

The Mah Jongg National League 2024 Card 
has arrived! Experienced Mah Jongg players 
are wanted to play Siamese Mah Jongg. 

Mah Jongg — Fridays: 10 a.m. to noon.
Mexican Train Dominoes: 10 to 11:30 

a.m.
Ask a Nurse: 10 to 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays
Bingo — Tuesdays: 1-2 p.m.
Bingo — Thursdays: 1-2:00 p.m. No 

bingo May 16. The center will be closed.
Social Bridge: 9:30 a.m. to noon Wednes-

days
Board Game Playing: Rummikub, Scrab-

ble and more. 10 a.m. to noon Wednesdays.
Wii Bowling: 10-11 a.m. Thursdays
Technical Help for phones and comput-

ers: Available Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to noon

Harmony: Enjoy the music of mother/
daughter duo Harmony as part of the 
Mother’s Day celebration. 11 a.m. to noon 
Thursday, May 9.

Library: The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
of the St. John’s County Public Library Sys-
tem visits. Come make a seasonal craft and 
learn about the programs your local library 
has to offer. 11 a.m. to noon Tuesday, May 
14.

Happy Birthday May Babies: Enjoy 
cake and the music of Lou Parisi. 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, May 21.

Beaches Council on Aging: Meet Lori 
Delgado Anderson the executive director of 
Beaches Council on Aging/Dial A Ride. Dial 
A Ride is an award-winning program that 
provides door-to-door non-emergency trans-
portation services for homebound seniors age 
62 and older and disabled Beaches residents 
living anywhere from Mayport to Ponte 
Vedra Beach. Dial A Ride also provides 
door-to-door transportation from the beaches 
to Cypress Village and The Mayo Clinic. 11 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, May 23.

PURE Infusion Suites and Memory 
Treatment Centers: Are you currently 
an infusion patient, interested in learning 
about infusion therapy, or looking for a local 
neurology practice? Kiley Holt of PURE 
Infusion Suites and Memory Treatment 
Centers of Jacksonville visits to speak on 
biological infusion services. Their team offers 
many infusion therapies for conditions such 
as Crohn’s and colitis, rheumatoid arthritis, 
Alzheimer’s disease and other chronic auto-
immune conditions. 11 a.m. to noon Tuesday, 
May 28.

Check Your Blood Pressure with Nurse 
Fran: 10-11 a.m. Thursday, May 30. Free

St. John’s County Legal Aid: What 
financial obligations put you or your loved 
ones’ nest egg in danger? Megan Wall, St. 
Johns County Legal Aid managing attorney, 
answers these questions. Take advantage of 
this important free lecture from 11 a.m. to 
noon Thursday, May 30.

River House
The following programs will be held at 

COA’s River House, 179 Marine St., St. 
Augustine, in May. Please note: River House 
will be closed for classes and open programs 
on May 9 and 27. For information, call 904-
209-3655 Monday-Thursday or email thar-
ris@coasjc.org. Go to coasjc.org/river-house. 
Programs are open to adults age 18 and up.
Classes that require registration

Registration is required for the following 
programs, and space is limited.  To review 
course details and to register, go to coasjc.
coursestorm.com/category/river-house:

Why and How to Use Spices OR Spice is 
the Spice of Life — 1:30 to 3 p.m. Monday, 
May 20.

Fishing – 9-11 a.m. Tuesday, May 21.
Sea Shell Art Class — 11 a.m. to noon 

Tuesday, May 21.
Learn How to Draw — Three weeks 

starting Wednesday, May 15. 9-11 a.m.

CENTERS  continues on Page 31

Brent and Jacqueline Headrick, Owners
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Life,With Meaning!

(904) 834-7578    
pontevedragardens.com

5125 Palm Valley Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach

Ponte Vedra Gardens  
 goes beyond merely making 

our residents safe and 
comfortable.  It starts by  

learning everything there is to 
know about those entrusted in  

our care – their passions, 
achievements, careers, family, 

hobbies and interests. 
This allows our staff members 
to develop an individualized 
plan of care designed around 

their specific life story,  
creating moments of delight, 
wonder and meaning for the 

residents in their care  
each and every day.

What sets Ponte Vedra Gardens apart from other communities?

Thank you for voting us  
BEST Memory Care!

Chair Yoga —10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Wednes-
days
Open programs

Open programs are usually free and, where 
noted, may require registration. Go to coasjc.
org/river-house for more information.

Help with Medicare Questions — Ap-
pointments available on May 6 and on the 
second Monday of each month from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Reserve a spot with a SHINE volunteer 
now by calling 904-209-3655.

Mahjong open play — Bring your mah-
jong game and play. 1-3 p.m. Mondays

COA Travel Club — 2 p.m. Monday, 
May 13. Go to coasjc.org for more details.

Healing Hearts — A group for grieving a 
loss. The second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

One-on-One Tech Help — One-on-one 
help for your smart phone, tablet, or laptop 
questions on Tuesdays, May 21 and 28. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 904-209-3655 to reserve a 
one-hour spot. 

Happy Hookers — Join this social group 
as they crochet, knit, etc. Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to noon. 

Spring Dance Performance and Art 
Exhibition: On Tuesday, May 14 there will 
be a music and dance exhibition from 10 to 
11 a.m. in the ballroom and from 9 a.m. to 
noon there will be an art exhibition through-
out River House.

Widow to Widow — Widows support 
group. Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. 

Open Game Play — Bring your deck of 
cards or your board game and socialize over 
a friendly game of your choosing. There 
are games available at River House. Every 
Thursday from 12:15 to 3:15 p.m.  

AARP Smart Driver Course — You may 
qualify for a discount on your Florida car 
insurance by taking this course. Fee is $20 
for AARP members and $25 for nonmem-
bers. Course is free with proof of Florida 
residence. AARP Medicare Supplement Plan 
insured by UnitedHealthcare. This is a two-
day class is 1-4 p.m. May 15 and 16 from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Pre-registration is required at 
904-209-3655.

How to Avoid Becoming Victim to Pred-
atory Lending — with Megan Wall of S.J.C. 
Legal Aid on Friday, May 24, 10-11 a.m.

COA Center at UF Health Nocatee
The following programs will be held in 

May at COA Center at UF Health Nocatee, 
351 Town Plaza Ave., Suite 205, Ponte 
Vedra. Unless specified otherwise, register 
by email to pbrunell@stjohnscoa.com or by 
calling 904-814-9407. Programs are open to 
adults ages 18+. For more information, go to 
coasjc.org/center-at-nocatee.

 
Tuesdays

Caregiver Support Group: All caregivers 
are welcome. The group meets every Tues-
day from 1 to 2:30 p.m. There is a trained 

facilitator present at every meeting to guide 
the group.

Open Card Play: Bring your deck of 
cards and join others in playing the card 
game of your choice. This is a self-directed 
group; no instructor present. Every Tuesday 
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Widows and Widowers: Social group 
meeting the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of every month from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Some meetings may take place outside the 
COA.

Herbology with Professor James 
Carucci — Herbal Skincare: Learn which 
herbs will help support healthy radiant skin 
and how to create your own products. Leave 
with a sample you prepare yourself. 10-11 
a.m. May 21. Cost is $10 per class. Sign up 
at: coasjc.coursestorm.com/category/coa-
center-at-nocatee.

Travel Club: Discuss the group’s future 
trips and adventures, 3-4 p.m. Tuesday, May 
14.

 
Wednesdays

Open Art: Bring your art or craft project 
to work on while socializing with friends. 
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m.

Mah Jongg Meet-up: Open play for expe-
rienced players; 1-3 p.m. Wednesday, May 22 
and 29; and  3-5 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.

Tai Chi: Improve mood, increase energy 
and stamina, improve flexibility, balance 
and muscle strength with instructor Dennis 
Sheils. All levels welcomed. 1 p.m. Wednes-

days. Cost is $25. To register go to coasjc.
coursestorm.com/category/coa-center-at-
nocatee.

Medication Review by Appointment: 
Have your prescriptions evaluated by a phar-
macist volunteer. Then meet one to one to 
discuss the results to relay to your physician. 
Wednesday mornings by appointment.

Advanced Care Planning: A comprehen-
sive lecture to explain what it is, reflect on 
your values and desires, decide and docu-
ment your preferences and find out what to 
do next. Presented by Community Hospice, 
10-11 a.m. Wednesday, May 15.

Genealogy Group: A genealogy expert 
will guide you in discovering your ances-
tors on the third Wednesday of each month. 
The group will discuss Family Tree Maker 
and compare other computer programs on 
Wednesday, May 15, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

How to Avoid Becoming a Victim of 
Predatory Lending: This lecture will cover 
important information that you need to know 
to protect yourself and your loved ones. 
Presented by Megan Wall, managing attorney 
of St. Johns County Legal Aid. 10-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 29.

Caregiver Needs Assessment: Make an 
appointment with a qualified dementia care 
specialist, who will set up a time to discuss 
your situation one to one; develop an indi-
vidualized education and needs assessment to 
support, guide and empower you to find solu-
tions for those needs. Call to schedule an ap-
pointment 904-814-9407 or email pbrunell@
stjohnscoa.com.

Centers
Continued from 30
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NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM THE LOW $400s
Visit the Sales Center at 50 Rustic Mill Drive  |  St. Augustine, FL 32092 

ReverieAtTrailMark.com  |  386.749.3059

ON 2/1 BUYDOWN FHA/VA* 

FIRST 
YEAR3.99%

BLAZE A NEW TRAIL IN 55+ LIVING

SAVE UP TO 

$50,000
 ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES

St. Johns County’s exciting new 55+ lifestyle is more a� ordable than ever before. 
For a limited time, Reverie at TrailMark is o� ering below-market fi nancing on select 
homes that are available for quick move-in!

With our low-maintenance quick move-in homes, you can start enjoying abundant 
recreation and activities right away within a gated community created just for 
active adults. Residents can also enjoy all the natural beauty, social events, and 
miles of walking trails and waterways of the TrailMark master-planned community.

TOUR QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES TODAY
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The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the 
classroom. Our graduates Seek Understanding as lifelong learners; 
Develop a Sense of Self earned through challenge; Live with Honor 
and Purpose, choosing to lead, do good, and serve others; and Pursue 
a Life of Faith, in a way meaningful to them while respecting the 
dignity of every human being. Across our Four Pillars — Academics, 
Athletics, Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life — Episcopal students find their 
passions while shaping who, not what, they will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

Wolfson Bass Tournament celebrates 
35 years of fishing, philanthropy

Since the first boats launched in the 
St. Johns River in 1989, the Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital Bass Tournament 
has grown to welcome more than 1,000 
anglers each year. The 35th annual tour-
nament will return to Palatka on May 16-
18, and while the tournament’s size has 
changed, its mission remains the same.

Founded by the Plant Facilities Depart-
ment of Baptist Medical Center Jackson-
ville in 1989 to fund capital improve-
ments and purchase the latest medical 
technology, the tournament has raised 
more than $7 million for Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Hospital and the patients treated 
there. 

The only children’s hospital in North-
east Florida, Wolfson Children’s serves 
children across the region with routine 
and complex conditions, including 
congenital heart disease, cancer and 
blood disorders, neurological conditions, 
traumatic injuries and more.

 
Mending tiny hearts

In 2024, as with the last several 
years, the proceeds will benefit Wolfson 
Children’s C. Herman and Mary Vir-
ginia Terry Heart Institute. It’s the only 

program in Jacksonville that provides a 
full range of cardiac services for children 
across the region, including 2-year-old 
Oliver Martin, a Ponte Vedra resident 
and the 2024 Wolfson Children’s Bass 
Tournament AmBASSador.  

Shortly after birth at Baptist Medical 
Center South in Jacksonville, doctors 
noticed Oliver’s chest was moving rap-
idly while breathing. After some initial 
testing, he was transported by Kids Kare 
helicopter to Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit in 
downtown Jacksonville. 

Oliver was diagnosed with aorto-left 
ventricular tunnel, a very rare congenital 
heart defect that disrupts proper blood 
flow and causes difficulty breathing. At 
five days old, Oliver underwent a suc-
cessful open-heart surgery to repair the 
defect.

“Oliver is now a typical toddler boy,” 
said his mom, Amanda. “He loves trucks 
and balls, is always running around with 
a snack or two in his hand and talks non-
stop. To see how happy he is, you’d never 
know he had such a difficult start to life. 
I can’t thank the entire medical staff at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital enough. Not 

only did they save a life, but they also 
gave a new purpose to ours.”

Sam Dean, tournament co-chair and 
Baptist Health system director of Plant 
Facilities, said he continues to be inspired 
by children like Oliver and the tremen-
dous support the tournament receives 
from anglers who come from across the 
Southeast, many of them for generations, 
to participate. 

“While they have a passion for fishing, 
they also have a passion for making a dif-
ference in the lives of Wolfson Children’s 
patients,” said Dean, who also helped 
organize the first event in 1989. “These 
are anglers with a heart.”

Along with the thousands of anglers 
in attendance, more than 100 volunteers 
from Baptist Health, Wolfson Children’s, 
the City of Palatka and area businesses, 
including Title Sponsors Miller Electric 
and W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractors, 
Inc., join together to make the tourna-
ment a success year after year.

“I’m so thankful to be a part of such 
an important event,” said Brian Seay, 
tournament co-chair and executive vice 
president of Miller Electric. “As the 
tournament grows, so does the support 
for Wolfson Children’s. It’s been incred-
ibly rewarding to know that together 
we’re making a difference in the lives of 
children from across the Southeast.”

Registration is now open at giving.
baptistjax.com/event/2024-wolfson-chil-
drens-bass-tournament/e487694 for the 
three-day event, which includes a Lads 

TOURNAMENT continues on Page 35

Contributed Photo
Today, young Oliver Martin is a happy, 
energetic child. At five days old, he had to 
undergo heart surgery at Wolfson’s.
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Nominations begin May 17th

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, celebrating 55 years of
community news excellence, has launched our sixth annual

BEST OF THE BEST of Ponte Vedra, 32081 & 32082.

YOU, our valued readers, now have the chance to nominate
your favorite businesses in various categories online.

Online voting begins June 11th a�er nominations are complete.
HURRY, last day to nominate is June 10th!

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra
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Most of us take basic things, like having a cup of coffee 

or going out to dinner, for granted. But if you have reflux, 

even basic activities can cause discomfort. 

Reflux and GERD should not be managed by suffering 

through or waiting it out. Chronic acid reflux causes more 

than discomfort; it can cause long-term damage and even 

cancer if left untreated. 

Symptoms of GERD/Reflux:

• Frequent heartburn

• Regurgitation

• Dry cough

• Sore throat

• Asthma symptoms

• Trouble swallowing

• Trouble staying asleep

Baptist Health has minimally invasive solutions to treat 

reflux, and patients generally go home within one day. 

Reflux doesn’t have to be your normal. 

Living with acid reflux? 
It doesn’t have to be your normal.

Minimally invasive  
solutions are available  
at Baptist Beaches. 

Learn more at  
refluxjax.com or call 
904.202.REFLUX (7335). 

& Lasses Tournament on Thursday, 
May 16, followed by a VIP & Friends 
Tournament on Friday, May 17.

The 35th Annual Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Hospital Bass Tournament 
kicks off at safe light on Saturday, 
May 18. More than $48,000 in cash 
prizes will be awarded during the 
three-day event. 

Also returning in 2024 is the annual 
bass boat giveaway. For a suggested 
donation of $20, anyone may enter a 
drawing to win a 21-foot 2024 Bullet 
Boat model 21XRS with a trailer, 
courtesy of Bullet Boats, valued at 
$97,000, with a motor to be included. 
Like the tournament, all proceeds will 
benefit the Terry Heart Institute.

“Everyone looks forward to the 
bass boat giveaway,” Dean said. “It’s 
a fun event that has also become an 
important part of our fundraising 
efforts. If you can’t make the tourna-
ment, a suggested donation of $20 
gives you a shot at a new boat while 
helping support Wolfson Children’s 
heart patients. It’s a win, win.”

To register for the Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Hospital Bass tournament, 
enter the bass boat drawing or donate 
to the hospital’s mission, go to wolf-
sonbasstournament.com. 

Tournament
Continued from 33

Group donates $10.5K to Literary Alliance
100 Women Who Care Beaches chapter 

members donated $10,500 to The Literacy 
Alliance of NEFL. The donation, from their 
inaugural first quarter meeting, will support 
literacy programs in the region.

During the meeting, members voted 

for The Literacy Alliance after hearing 
presentations from three local, nominated 
organizations. The donation demonstrates 
100 Women Who Care Beaches’ dedication 
to making a difference in the community.

The public is invited to join 100 Women 

Who Care Beaches at their second quarter 
meeting from 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 
14, at the Beaches Library, located at 600 
3rd St., Neptune Beach. Go to 100women-
beaches.com for more information and to 
join.

Contributed photo
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OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Constance Stewart Green
Constance Stewart Green passed away April 27, 2024 

after a long and fruitful life.
Connie was born August 1,1936 in Jacksonville, Florida 

to Arthur and Pearl Stewart. She grew up on the Southside 
and attended Landon High School. She met the love of her 
life, Causey Stanton Green (who precedes her in death) 
while attending Sophie Newcomb College of Tulane Uni-
versity.  Connie was a Green Wave cheerleader for Tulane.

Connie and Stanton married in 1955 moved to Miami 
where Stanton started medical school and Connie received 
her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Miami. She 

and Stanton moved to Long Island, New York where Con-
nie taught school and received her Master of Arts Degree 
in American Studies from Long Island University.

In 1966 Connie and Stanton moved back to Jacksonville 
where she led a very active life. After several years in the 
San Marco area Connie and Stanton moved to Montgom-
ery Place in the Avondale area where they raised their 
three children. Connie could be seen running or biking 
from Avondale to the Florida Yacht Club where she played 
regularly on the FYC tennis A team. Connie and Stanton 
re-acquired the old Green Homestead in Welatka, Florida, 
“The Old Place” where they worked  weekends putting 
340 acres into pasture for cattle and horses. You could find 
Connie operating the tractor and bushhog regularly.

In Jacksonville, Connie was very active on numer-
ous fronts. As President of the Board of Trustees of the 
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, she was instrumental 
in hiring Roger Nierenberg and helping elevate the JSO 
to new levels of excellence. She later became President of 
the Museum of Science and History helping lead it into 
the modern era. In this role, she helped spearhead the first 
performance of the Nutcracker Ballet accompanied by the 
JSO, which is now in its 40th year. In 1987, she led the $5 
million restoration project of Robert E Lee High School 
after it burnt down.   She claimed this was the most 
rewarding volunteer effort of her life. Connie and Stanton 
embarked on numerous business ventures over the years 
including the Jacksonville Ford Tractor Company and the 
Jacksonville Sport Medicine Center.

In 1993 Connie and Stanton left Jacksonville and began 
a new and daring chapter in their lives.  They acquired 
what became the Triple C Ranch in Cedaredge, Colorado. 
The ranch consisted of deeded land and Bureau of Land 
Management/National Forest land permits comprising 
over 5,000 acres of deeded grazing land. The ranch, at its 
height, accommodated 400 calves, 400 cows, Angus bulls 
and 5 horses. Connie and Stan transformed the ranch from 
a three season cow operation to a round-the-year, cow-calf 

operation. While in Colorado, Connie became President of 
the local Rotary chapter and they were active members of 
the Colorado Cattleman’s Association. Connie later wrote 
and published a book entitled “You’ve Got to be Kidding! 
From Mending Bones to Mending Fences,” written about 
her experience of being a cattle rancher.

Following Stanton’s death in Colorado, Connie operated 
the ranch for an additional two years before moving back 
to Jacksonville. She purchased property in Neptune Beach 
and built her last home on the water. She married Ed 
Austin in 2003 with whom she shared a love of literature, 
history and travel.

Upon returning to Florida, Connie reestablished her 
connection with Rotary, becoming a member and receiv-
ing the “Service Above Self “award in 2004. She hosted 
Phar’s Follies and established the annual Croquet and 
Cocktails Social at the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach. 
She became an active member at The Highlands Country 
Club in Highlands, North Carolina especially enjoying 
croquet. She helped spearhead the development of croquet 
at the Florida Yacht Club and was an active member of 
the Ponte Vedra Croquet Club.  She endowed a scholar-
ship to The College of Health at UNF and the C. Stanton 
Green, MD Anatomy Lab. She was an active member of 
the National Society of Colonial Dames of America. She 
was active in the Ribault Garden Club and was a former 
docent at the Cummer Museum of Art.

She is survived by her sister, Lee Stewart Beger and 
her three children: Holly Stewart Green and her husband 
David M. Dunlap, C Stanton Green Jr. and his wife Doro-
thy Mitchell and C. Stewart Green and his wife Heather 
See-Lauer. She was “Cese” to eight grandchildren: Causey 
Dunlap Hebel, Marcus Dunlap, Gemma Green, Causey 
“Ty” Green, Colton Green, Callum Green, Kennedy Green 
and Constance Sadie Green.

The family will have a short “Remembrance of Life” at 
the Florida Yacht Club on May 11th with Remembrances 
beginning at 4 p.m. followed by cocktails.

Gonzales Barrington Johnson
Gonzales Barrington Johnson, 87, of Jacksonville, 

Florida, died May 4, 2024. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Ann Boyd Saalfield
Ann Boyd Saalfield, 82, of Ponte Vedra Beach, 

Florida, died May 2, 2024. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Elizabeth J. Wagner
Elizabeth J. Wagner, 81, of Jacksonville, Florida, died 

May 3, 2024. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.
com. 904-249-1100

With Deepest Sympathy
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SAVE UP TO $50,000
 ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES

ON 2/1 BUYDOWN FHA/VA* 

FIRST 
YEAR3.99%

ALL CLOSING COSTS PAID.
ASK ABOUT CASH BUYER DISCOUNT.

Broker Participation is welcomed and encouraged. All prices, fl oor plans, amenities, o� ers, and availability are subject 
to change without notice. Please see sales associate for more details. Dream Finders Homes LLC. CBC1252734

*©Jet HomeLoans, LP SM (“Jet”) NMLS ID# 1660135. Corporate O�  ce: 14701 Philips Highway, Suite 202, Jacksonville, 
FL 32256 | 833-270-7191. Jet is a partnership with FBC Mortgage, LLC NMLS ID# 152859 and Dream Finders Homes. 
All products are subject to credit and property approval. Programs, rates, program terms and conditions subject to 
change without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all amounts. Other restrictions and limitations 
apply. This is not a commitment to lend. NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

A C T I V E  A D U L T  L I F E S T Y L E

OFFICIAL HOME BUILDER OF THE PGA TOUR

NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM THE LOW $400s
Visit the Sales Center at 50 Rustic Mill Drive  |  St. Augustine, FL 32092 

ReverieAtTrailMark.com  |  386.749.3059

BLAZE A NEW TRAIL 
IN 55+ LIVING

St. Johns County’s exciting new 55+ lifestyle is more a� ordable than 
ever before. For a limited time, Reverie at TrailMark is o� ering below-
market fi nancing on select homes that are available for quick move-in!

With our low-maintenance quick move-in homes, you can start 
enjoying abundant recreation and activities right away within a gated 

community created just for active adults. Residents can also enjoy 
all the natural beauty, social events, and miles of walking trails and 

waterways of the TrailMark master-planned community.

TOUR QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES TODAY

Fest celebrates Bartram 250th

Amelia Island voted ‘Best Island’

On Saturday, May 11, the St. Johns 
County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, in coordination with the St. Johns 
Cultural Council, will hold the 2024 
Bartram Living History Fest at Alpine 
Groves Park, this year commemorating 
the 250th anniversary of naturalist Wil-
liam Bartram’s historic visit to Florida.

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Alpine Groves 
Park (located at 2060 State Road 13, 
St. Johns) will see crafts tables, his-
torical demonstrations and tours of the 

park’s historic buildings in celebration 
of Florida history from the early 18th 
century to today.

“Our parks have such interesting 
stories to tell, and we are excited to bring 
some of those stories to life,” Outdoor 
Recreation Supervisor Kelly Ussia said. 
“Alpine Groves in particular has a rich 
cultural history tracing back to indig-
enous groups, the Fatio family, William 
Bartram and a long-standing agricultural 
story.”

“Alpine Groves is one of my favorite 
parks in the county, and I’m happy to see 
its unique history celebrated,” Natural 
Resources Superintendent Nathan Otter 
said.

The St. Johns Cultural Council is also 
presenting a related Art in Public Spaces 
exhibition through May 29 in the rotunda 
gallery of the St. Johns County Admin-
istration Building at 500 San Sebastian 
View: “Fair Winds to Elysium: Wil-
liam Bartram’s Travels in East Florida, 

1774–2024.” In addition to the St. Johns 
Cultural Council, the exhibition has the 
support of the Florida Division of Arts 
and Culture and the St. Johns County 
Tourist Development Council.

Attendees at Bartram Living History 
Fest will be able to catch shuttles from 
Hickory Creek Elementary, 235 Hickory 
Creek Trail, St. Johns. Shuttles will trans-
port attendees to and from Alpine Groves 
Park starting at 9:30 a.m. and will run 
until 1:30 p.m.

Global Traveler magazine recently 
announced the results of its 2024 
Leisure Lifestyle Awards, with readers 
voting Amelia Island the Best Island 
in the U.S. This annual survey honors 
many aspects of the world of leisure 
and lifestyle travel, awarding top goods, 
services, destinations, hotels, airlines, 
airports, cruises and more selected by 
Global Traveler’s nearly 850,000 read-
ers.

No stranger to the magazine’s “Best 

Islands” list, Amelia Island claimed 
the No. 1 position for the first time this 
year, finishing ahead of St. Simons 
& Little St. Simons, Georgia; Hilton 
Head, South Carolina; Marco Island, 
Florida; and Maui, Hawaii. 

“It is always an honor to be recog-
nized by discerning travelers like the 
readers of Global Traveler magazine, 
who truly understand and appreciate 
what a rare gem Amelia Island is as an 
island destination,” said Gil Langley, 

president of the Amelia Island Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau. “We’re excited 
to welcome visitors this summer to 
discover for themselves why Amelia is 
indeed the best island in the U.S.” 

According to Global Traveler, the 
survey was conducted over an eight-
month period, with open-ended ques-
tions for the best in the categories of 
leisure, luxury and lifestyle travel. The 
survey reached nearly 850,000 readers 
in print and online.

Located off the northeastern tip of 
Florida, Amelia Island is just 13 miles 
long, two miles wide, and edged with 
natural Appalachian quartz beaches 
framed by rolling sand dunes. The 
island has captivated generations of 
travelers with its stunning natural 
beauty, unique history, outdoor adven-
ture, independently owned eateries and 
charming seaport character.

To learn more about Amelia Island, 
go to AmeliaIsland.com. 
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St. Johns County 
announces budget 

workshop series
As part of County Administrator Joy 

Andrews’ framework for open governance 
and efficiency, St. Johns County is unveil-
ing a transformative budget workshop 
series for Fiscal Year 2025 (which runs 
Oct. 1, 2024, through Sept. 30, 2025). 
This enhanced series of workshops, from 
May 10 to May 20, will amplify public 
engagement and encourage collaborative 
discussions about the budgeting process 
for county departments and services. The 
emphasis of these discussions will be on 
respective challenges, resource needs and 
projected service delivery to the commu-
nity. There will be opportunities to watch 
the workshops in person or on the county’s 
government access channel. For details, go 
to sjcfl.us/2025Budget.

All budget workshops will take place 
at the St. Johns County Administration 
Building, 500 San Sebastian View, St. 
Augustine. There will be limited seating 
available in the San Sebastian Conference 
Room. Additional seating in the County 
Auditorium will be available for those who 
choose to attend so that they can watch 
it on GTV. All budget workshop sessions 
will be broadcast live on GTV at sjcfl.us/
gtv. A recording of each workshop will be 
made available at sjcfl.us/gtv within three 
days of the completion of the session.

Once all budget workshop sessions have 
been completed, St. Johns County will 
announce a dedicated email address for 
members of the public to submit com-
ments, questions and concerns about the 
budget process. County staff will read and 
reply to all public comments that seek a 
response with regard to the budget process 
in the days that follow.

The Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Workshop 
Sessions will take place on the dates listed 
below:

May 10 – Begins at 1 p.m.
• Library Services
• Grants and Legislative Affairs
• Administration/Board of County Com-

missioners/Office of Management and 
Budget

• Utility Services

May 13 – Begins at 1 p.m.
• Veteran Services
• Performance and Transparency
• Economic Development and Incentives
• Public Works and Solid Waste

May 14 – Begins at 1 p.m. 
• Building Services
• Growth Management
• Medical Examiner
• Public Safety

May 15 – Begins at 2 p.m. 
• Tourism and Development Council
• Parks and Recreation

May 16 – Begins at 9 a.m. 
• Human Resources
• Risk Management
• Agricultural Extension Services
• County Attorney
• Facilities Management

May 17 – Begins at 1 p.m.
• Management Information Systems
• Public Affairs
• Health and Human Services
• Health Department

May 20 – Begins at 9 a.m.
• Land Management
• Purchasing and Contract Management
• Emergency Management
• Coastal Management
• Disaster Recovery

Additionally, the budget workshop ses-
sions will be broadcast live at the St. Johns 
County Public Library System branches 
listed below:

• May 10: Anastasia Island, Southeast, 
Main, Hastings, Bartram Trail

• May 13: Anastasia Island, Hastings
• May 14: Anastasia Island, Main
• May 15: Anastasia Island
• May 16: Anastasia Island
• May 17: Anastasia Island, Bartram 

Trail
• May 20: Anastasia Island, Main
In June, the St. Johns County Office 

of Management and Budget (OMB) will 
unveil a dedicated budgetary website for 
the public, providing a line-item workbook 
of the requested budget along with other 
budgetary materials. Unlike previous bud-
get discussions, this year’s budget work-
shop sessions will not utilize a line-item 
workbook.

The county OMB will also use the 
budget workshop sessions and feedback 
from county administration to provide an 
overview of the budget workshop sessions 
to the Board of County Commissioners 
in June in preparation for submitting the 
Fiscal Year 2025 recommended budget in 
July, in accordance with Florida Statute 
129.03. The Fiscal Year 2025 recom-
mended budget will be made available 
to the public via the budgetary website 
and announced across St. Johns County 
platforms.

County budgets from previous fiscal 
years are available for the public to view 
at sjcfl.us/departments/office-of-manage-
ment-and-budget. 
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Love Trasca & Co. as
much as we do?

Scan the QR code to join our
rewards program to get

updates like this sent right
to your phone!

Tap into your OG ways and
clip this coupon to enjoy
during your next visit to

Trasca & Co.

$5 off a
Pizza Plus

Panino

pizza plus paninopizza plus paninothe originalthe original

This year is the Year of the Panino.
Our iconic dish is turning 50 years old.

Get a taste of how it started.

Valid for in-store purchase at
Trasca & Co. or PV Taproom
only. Expires May 31st, 2024.

904.789.VETS    PVBVET.COM

Dr. Louis Mack, DVM
Dr. Aaron Thivierge

3783 Palm Valley Rd.,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 

Located in The Shoppes at Palm Valley 
at the Roundabout

SERVICES WE OFFER:
VETERINARY MEDICINE & SURGERY

PREVENTATIVE CARE • ADVANCED CARE
DERMATOLOGY • DENTISTRY

HYPERBARIC THERAPY • PHARMACY
URGENT CARE/WALK-INS

TRUE LUXURY BOARDING & DAYCARE
OUTSIDE PET PARK

GROOMING AND THERAPEUTIC BATHING

Thank you for voting us 
BEST Veterinarian & 
 BEST New Business!

Business Weekly
For MORE business news, go to facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

www.PonteVedraRecorder.comTHURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024     PAGE 39

Lukumades opens 
first American 

location in 
Jacksonville Beach

By Anthony Richards

What does New York, Los Angeles and 
Chicago have in common with Jackson-
ville Beach?

They all were in consideration to be the 
city where the first Lukumades location 
in the United States would open, but it 
was Jacksonville Beach that brothers Leo 
and Gio Georgallis chose when bring-

ing the Greek doughnut franchise to the 
states and they officially held their grand 
opening on May 1.

In many ways it was a decision made 
from the heart as the brothers grew up 
in Jacksonville Beach and it has always 
been a special place to them.

“We’ve got over 25 locations all over 

Photo by Anthony Richards
Brothers Leo and Gio Georgallis opened Lukumades in Jacksonville Beach with a grand open-
ing on May 1.

LUKUMADES  continues on Page 40
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• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Hospitals get A grade in patient safety
Baptist Health has announced that Bap-

tist Medical Center Jacksonville, Baptist 
Medical Center South, Baptist Medical 
Center Nassau and Baptist Medical Cen-
ter Beaches all received A’s for providing 
the highest level of patient safety.

Baptist Medical Center Clay, which 
opened in late 2022, will be eligible for 
evaluation by The Leapfrog Group later 
this year.

Data suggest that 61% of consum-
ers rely on online resources to find their 
providers, using tools like patient reviews 
and industry reports to help guide their 
decision-making processes. Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grades, issued by inde-
pendent nonprofit safety organization The 
Leapfrog Group, provide patients with a 
well-established metric for assessing the 
safety of the hospitals they are choosing 
to care for themselves and their loved 
ones.

The A grade is one achieved by just 
29% of hospitals reviewed in the spring 
rankings.

“We’re immensely proud of our teams 
for setting a high standard for safe, ef-
ficient and effective care,” said Michael 
A. Mayo, president and CEO of Baptist 
Health. “We realize patients and their 
families put their trust in us to provide 
high-quality care at a time when they 
may be their most vulnerable, and we 
are committed to delivering exceptional 
care, value and experiences for those we 
serve.” 

“We have created a culture of continu-
ous improvement where we challenge 
ourselves not just to meet our already 
high expectations, but to exceed them for 
the benefit of all of our patients,” said 
Jeremy Goodman, vice president and 
system quality officer of Baptist Health.

Long considered to be a gold standard 

for patient safety metrics, the Leapfrog 
grading system includes evidence-based 
patient safety measures, including hand-
washing protocols and the availability of 
highly trained nurses and physicians, to 
assign grades to 3,000 general acute-care 
hospitals across the country. 

The ranking takes into consideration:
• Process measures (how a hospital 

gives treatment, including staff respon-
siveness)

• Structural measures (the environment 
in which patients receive care)

• Outcomes measures (the effects of 
care on patients’ health status)

The current distinction recognizes adult 
hospitals only; there is a separate evalu-
ation process for children’s hospitals 
including Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

To learn more about Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grades, go to hospitalsafetygrade.
org.

the world in Dubai, Singapore and places 
like that, but I really wanted to do some-
thing like this in my hometown first,” 
Leo Georgallis said. “I really wanted the 
first one to mean something and Jackson-
ville means a lot to me.”

While those bigger cities and expand-
ing in the United States is still on Leo’s 
mind and something he would love to 
do in the future his focus right now is 
making sure Jacksonville Beach location 
thrives and hits home with resident and 
he believes everything is in place to do 

just that.
“We’ll see how this goes but we’re the 

master franchiser in Florida and in the 
next five to 10 years, I’d love to be in 
every beach town so we can share this 
with everyone,” Georgallis said.

One of the things that makes him 
confident in the business is its location, as 
Lukumades is nestled into a line of stores 
and sits right across from the Jacksonville 
Beach Pier at 504 1st St. North in Jack-
sonville Beach.

“This has been a long process and a 
couple of years now with me and the cre-
ators talking back and forth about bring-
ing this to America,” Georgallis said.

The company started in 2015 in Austra-
lia, as the city of Melbourne has the larg-
est population of Greek people outside 
of Greece in the world, and the concept 
started evolving quickly even during the 
COVID-19 pandemic when they found 
themselves as one of the few businesses 
that continued to grow during that time 
due to their product which proved easy to 
grab and eat on the go.

The staple of the Lukumades menu are 
the doughnuts, which the shop is named 

after and that are created using a unique 
style and ingredients.

“Lukumades is the actual name of 
the dessert, and it is considered the first 
dessert ever written about in modern 
literature, so it’s a more than 2,000-year-
old recipe,” Georgallis said. “In 776 B.C. 

where the first Olympic Games were 
held in Greece, instead of winning a gold 
medal, you got a gold token which was a 
fried doughnut in honey and dusted with 
cinnamon. Something’s been working 
right for those 2,000 years but all we did 
was just modernize it and take it to the 
next level.”

Part of the modernization includes 
having a variety of flavors a customer 
can choose to top their lukumades with, 
such as cookies and cream, pistachio and 
kinderella, which combines melted ha-
zelnut sauce, drizzled milk chocolate and 
crushed biscuit on top of the lukumades.

Another way that Lukumades stands 
out, as if they needed another one, is that 
they are making fresh doughnuts roughly 
every 30 minutes and pride themselves 
on serving them hot and fresh. 

Coffee is also offered to accompany the 
lukumades, including a Greek twist with 
its freddo espresso and freddo cappuccino 
options, as well as an array of flavors of 
gelato, shakes and refreshers to choose 
from. 

Lukumades is open daily from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Lukumades 
Continued from 39

Gelato is one of the many things on the Lukumades menu.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Lukumades, which is also the name for the 
Greek doughnuts sold, are made fresh about 
every 30 minutes.

A wide range of selections make up the menu.
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Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Community Hospice & Palliative Care celebrates Nurses Month
It’s National Nurses Month, a time to 

shine a spotlight on the dedication and 
compassion exhibited by nurses, such as 
those of Community Hospice & Pallia-
tive Care. Throughout May, Community 
Hospice honors these health care profes-
sionals for their commitment to providing 

exceptional care and support to patients 
and families facing life-limiting illnesses.

Nurses are the heart and soul of hos-
pice and palliative care and embody the 
essence of compassionate caregiving. 
Day in and day out, they ensure that each 
patient receives personalized care that 

respects their dignity, honors their wishes 
and eases their journey.

From managing pain and symptoms to 
offering emotional support and guid-
ance, the nurses at Community Hospice 
& Palliative Care are there every step of 
the way, providing comfort to patients 

and families during some of life's most 
challenging moments. Their expertise, 
empathy and dedication make a profound 
difference in the lives of those they serve.

To learn more about the support and 
services of Community Hospice & Pallia-
tive Care, go to CommunityHospice.com.

By Matt Walker

UF Health St. Johns hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on Wednesday, May 
1, in celebration of its newly expanded 
Behavioral Health Resource Center. 
This expansion is the latest effort in 
the hospital’s role in supporting mental 
health needs in Northeast Florida and in 
setting a national standard for address-
ing behavioral health challenges.

The Behavioral Health Resource Cen-
ter provides access to and coordination 
of mental and behavioral health servic-
es, particularly for youth and adults who 
are in crisis or in urgent need of mental 
health care.

“We are excited to see this expansion 
come to life,” said Valerie Duquette, 
director of the UF Health Behavioral 
Health Resource Center. “It’s the logical 
next step in this program. We want to 
reach as many people in need as pos-
sible while making everyone feel wel-
come, regardless of what they may be 
experiencing. Crisis looks different for 
everyone, but we want people to know 
that we care, and we are here to help, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.”

The Behavioral Health Resource 
Center’s goal is to centralize care and 
expand access to mental health and sub-
stance use help for St. Johns County and 
surrounding areas, Duquette said.

Launched in 2022, the Behavioral 
Health Resource Center quickly filled an 
important gap in the St. Johns County 
area by reducing wait times to see pro-
viders and cutting down on emergency 
room visits. In its first year, the center 

saw nearly 1,000 visits with about 450 
patients and expanded from weekday-
only patients to serving the community 
24 hours per day, seven days per week. 
Approximately 20% of these visits 
would likely have resulted in the patient 
being seen in the emergency room had 
the Behavioral Health Resource Center 
not been an option.

“I want to thank our partners in the 

legislature; our local delegation, Rep. 
Cyndi Stevenson, Sen. Travis Hud-
son, as well as Speaker Chris Sprowls, 
Speaker Paul Renner, Rep. Josie 
Tomkow and Rep. Dana Trabulsy,” said 
Carlton DeVooght, president and CEO 
of UF Health St. Johns. “Their leader-
ship on this project was invaluable and 
without them we would not be here 
today. And of course, Gov. Ron DeSan-

tis and first lady Casey DeSantis who 
played a key role in the development 
of the UF Health St. Johns Behavioral 
Health Resource Center and other proj-
ects assisting with mental and behav-
ioral health programs in our community. 
What began as a local idea became 
regional and has now blossomed into 
statewide programs no one else can 
match.”

UF Health St. Johns expands mental health services

Photo by Alyssa Hinman
UF Health St. Johns President and CEO Carlton DeVooght, UF Health Behavioral Health Resource Center Director Valerie Duquette and Vice Presi-
dent of Nursing Michelle Paulo cut the ribbon at the newly expanded Behavioral Health Resource Center.
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Flagler students exhibit art
On Thursday, May 2, the Crisp-Ellert 

Art Museum (CEAM), located at 48 Se-
villa St. on the historic Flagler College 
campus, hosted an Art Portfolio Exhibi-
tion for some of the school’s soon-to-be 
graduates. With five students earning 
their Bachelor of Arts degree, and six 
earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, 

there was an impressive collection of 
pieces for all to observe and enjoy for 
the evening. 

Family, friends and peers of the 
student artists lined the halls of the mu-
seum to admire their hard work during 
this brief exhibition. Even local resi-
dents stopped by to check out the event 

and expressed surprise to find such a 
diverse assembly of glazed ceramics, 
acrylic paintings, photography, mixed 
media and more.

Learn more about upcoming events at 
the Crisp-Ellert Art Museum by going 
to flagler.edu/information/community-
members/crisp-ellert-art-museum.

The next Sundays At Stetson’s concert, 
at 2 p.m. May 12, will feature Tampa-ar-
ea singer-songwriter Mike Worrall, who 
has taken the Florida folk and Americana 
scene by storm. From coffee houses to 
concert stages, swanky hotels to honky-
tonks, large festivals to campfire song 
circles, he has become a fixture in the 

Florida folk scene after spending years 
on the road.

His latest CD, “Journey’s End,” is 
available on Apple Music, Bandcamp and 
Spotify.

The audience will be inside for this 
concert. No reservations are required, 
though admission is limited to the first 

50, so arrive early to claim your seat. 
Note that a $10 donation is recom-
mended.

For more information, go to stet-
sonkennedy.com/second-sundays.html.

The venue, Beluthahatchee, is located 
at 1523 State Road 13 in Fruit Cove, just 
south of the intersection at Roberts Road.

Guests observe BFA portfolios.

BFA student Bradley Edmonds’ piece.

Guests observe a multimedia BA portfolio.

“The Duality Throughout” by BFA student Jessica Lubbers.

Contributed photos

Worrall to perform in Sundays At Stetson’s series

First Coast 
Cultural Center 
plans textile art 

exhibit
First Coast Cultural Center will host an 

exhibit for fiber artist Jessica Pinsky begin-
ning with an artist opening reception from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. May 21 at 6000B Sawgrass 
Village Circle in Ponte Vedra Beach. The 
exhibit will continue through July 5.

Pinsky, based in Cleveland, Ohio, will 
share her hand-woven images representing 
a variety of themes, including memory, 
childbirth, the passage of time and mother-
hood in her visually expressive pieces. Her 
artwork bridges weaving, sculpture and 
painting. 

As the executive director of Praxis Fiber 
Workshop, a community textile organiza-
tion in Cleveland, and adjunct professor 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art, Pinsky 
leads programming for artists of all ages in 
traditional textile creations on the loom.

According to Donna Guzzo, First Coast 
Cultural Center’s executive director and 
CEO, the exhibit is free and open to 
the public with educational and cultural 
components for viewing and conversations 
with Pinsky on May 21.

“We welcome the public to enjoy the 
exhibit opening and reception,” Guzzo 
said. “The purpose of the event is to bring 
more understanding about textile arts and 
its positive impact in the creative com-
munity.”

First Coast Cultural Center’s new build-
ing is formally open with arts, culture, 
community activities and a gift shop. The 
center is a place to create, understand and 
experience the arts. The organization ac-
complishes its goals through exhibitions 
of local, regional and national artists in a 
variety of media through educational and 
enlivening events, quality arts classes, 
lectures and workshops.

Key programs include Sound Connec-
tions Music Therapy for children with 
disabilities, which is offered free of charge 
to students at St. Johns County schools in-
cluding Title I schools. Also, Kick StART 
afterschool arts enrichment programs and 
services are available and include Title 1 
schools with the help of grant funding.

Summer camps are available with online 
registration along with additional seasonal 
children’s camps, and adult programs. For 
information, go to firstcoastculturalcenter.
org.
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Only Buy Tickets at JaxSymphony.org  904.354.5547

Adelya Plays
The Lark Ascending

Classical Series

May 17 & 18  7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis Conductor 
Adelya Nartadjieva Violin
•
Edward ELGAR In the South
Ralph VAUGHAN WILLIAMS The Lark Ascending
William WALTON Symphony No. 1

Experience the sheer talent of Concertmaster  
Adelya Nartadjieva as she takes the spotlight  
for Vaughan Williams‘ majestic piece, The Lark 
Ascending. The program begins with Elgar‘s 
affectionate homage to Italy, celebrating its  
musical traditions through Mediterranean-inspired 
themes. The grand finale unfolds with Walton‘s  
First Symphony, brimming with innovative orchestral 
color that brings the concert to a sonorous close. 

Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Jacksonville Symphony concertmaster 
to be featured performer

The Jacksonville Symphony will pres-
ent two performances of Edward Elgar’s 
“In the South,” Vaughan Williams’ “The 
Lark Ascending” and William Walton’s 
“First Symphony” at the Jacksonville 
Center for the Performing Arts, Jacoby 
Symphony Hall. The performances will 
take place at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 17, 
and Saturday, May 18. 

Elgar’s “In the South,” described 
as bright, sunny and brimming with 
Mediterranean-inspired themes, opens 
the program. In a powerful conclusion, 
the innovative use of orchestral color in 
Walton’s “First Symphony” draws this 
dynamic program to a thrilling close.

The centerpiece of the performances, 
Vaughan Williams’ “The Lark Ascend-
ing,” features dynamic Jacksonville Sym-
phony Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva. 
The masterpiece is famous for its vivid 
musical soundscapes and expressive play-
ing from the soloist. 

“‘The Lark Ascending’ is extremely 
beautiful and transcends you to a place 
of your choosing,” said Nartadjieva. “I 
have this picture in my head where you 
wake up early in the morning when the 
sun is about to rise, and it’s dead quiet. 
But, when you step outside and listen 
very carefully, there are so many sounds 
in nature, and the birds are singing. The 
other picture I have in my head is when 
you go on a flight early in the morning, 
and you see the Earth from a bird’s-eye 
view. You realize that life is so expansive, 
and you’re a part of it, and it’s just so 
beautiful.”

A native of Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 
Nartadjieva started playing the violin at 
the age of 6. She performed her first solo 
concert with the Chamber Orchestra of 
Uzbekistan just nine months after she 

started playing. She went on to graduate 
from the Yale School of Music with a 
master’s degree. Upon graduation, Nart-
adjieva was awarded a First-Class Honors 
Degree and a Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal 
as the best graduate throughout the course 
of study.

Nartadjieva is also the winner of sev-
eral international competitions in Greece, 
Singapore, United States, Russia and 
Uzbekistan. She recently won first prize 
at the Woolsey Hall Concerto Competi-
tion at Yale and Gershwin International 

Competition, an education grant from the 
Rachel Barton Pine Foundation and the 
Broadus Erle prize from the Yale School 
of Music.

In 2021, she was a guest associate 
concertmaster for Experiential Orchestra’s 
recording of Dame Ethel Smyth’s “The 
Prison,” winning a Grammy Award. In 
2022, following the Jacksonville Sympho-
ny’s five-year search for a concertmaster, 
Nartadjieva joined the organization. 

“Adelya is one of the finest concert-
masters I’ve worked with,” said Courtney 

Lewis, music director of the Jacksonville 
Symphony. “Not only is she a world-class 
violinist, she’s also a brilliant leader. Her 
colleagues respect and trust her, and she 
is a terrific advocate for the symphony 
off the stage, too. The sound of the first 
violins in the Jacksonville Symphony has 
been transformed since she arrived, as has 
the strength of rhythmical ensemble in the 
whole orchestra.” 

For more information and to reserve 
seats, tickets are on sale now only at Jax-
Symphony.org.

Contributed photo
Jacksonville Symphony Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva will be featured in an upcoming performance of Vaughan Williams’ “The Lark Ascend-
ing.”
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Sharks come up one goal short of another final four trip
By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks were so close 
to a return trip to the class 1A girls la-
crosse final four, but it proved not to be 
in the cards as the Sharks fell 14-13 in 
an instant classic against the Episcopal 
Eagles.

It was a back and forth contest the 
entire night as both teams proved evenly 
matched and had an answer for seem-
ingly ever score.

The offenses took a little to get going, 
as the teams were tied at three-all after 
the first quarter, but the pace quickly 
picked up and for the majority it was the 

Sharks grabbing control of the momen-
tum.

A pair of goals by Lily Mosser were 
accompanied by scoring strikes by Han-
nah Toole and Brooke Johnson as the 
Sharks opened up an 8-5 lead at half-
time.

Johnson showcased her bright future 
as the freshman entered the game off the 
bench and scored the first time she had 
possession of the ball on a prime scor-
ing attempt following a penalty by the 
Eagles.

However, the Eagles came out firing 
with a wave of offense and three quick 
goals to open the second half and even 

the game all up once again.
The Sharks quieted the Eagles’ run 

thanks to a goal by Aubrey Schmidt, but 
the third quarter proved to be a decisive 
factor in the game as the Eagles out-
scored the Sharks 7-2 in and carried a 
12-10 advantage into the fourth quarter.

It was a crazy third quarter in many 
ways, and it was evident that the Eagles’ 
confidence continued to grow with each 
goal.

Time and time again during the final 
frame the Sharks proved why they were 
deserving of the top seed in region 1 in 
class 1A and just like the Eagles had 
during the third quarter, Schmidt fired in 

another shot following a pair of Hannah 
Toole goals that tied the game at 13 with 
4:16 left to play.

Schmidt’s game-tying goal sent a 
reverberation about the home crowd as 
the tension at the Shark Tank had been 
building for some time and had reached 
its max.

The tie did not last long though, as the 
Eagles quickly answered with a score 
of their own to recapture the lead 14-13 
and although the Sharks put the pressure 
on defensively during the final couple of 
minutes, the Eagles maintained posses-
sion and eventually ran out the clock 
securing a spot in the final four. 

Giada Antenucci chases a ball during the class 1A regional final against Episcopal on May 3.

Hannah Toole (No. 21) is hugged by her sister Lily Toole following a goal.

Grace Raymond sprints down the sideline with the ball.

Lexie Rupp goes face-to-face with an Episcopal player driving to the net. 

Photos by Anthony Richards
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People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Dogs

‘Looking for a Loving Home’
Poodle needs a loving home! Peanut 
is lonely and needs playmates. He is 
a white Poodle that is a wonderful 
pet for children. He 16 months old 
and weighs almost 16 pounds. He 
is cared at Forever Vet and is up to 
date with all his needs. 
Please contact Jack. 
(781) 206-7660

Medical

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400+ procedures. Real 
dental insurance - not just a discount 
plan. Get your free  Information Kit 
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

Home 
Improvements

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158.  Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the wet 
area and do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! If you 
have water in your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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*All Rates Are NET
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State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.
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Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
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FREE from 
the State of 

Florida            

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss     
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

CCP24

See more options at: 
ftri.org/products

• Amplifies up to 50 decibels 
• Multiple volume & tone settings 
• Slow down incoming speech option 
• Built-in answering machine

NO internet 
connection 

needed!

Clarity 
Caption 
Phone

Attached captioning 
tablet provides free, 

landline-based 
caption calling, and 

amplification!   

Try a unique experience with 
service in a former stable!

Come as you are. All are welcome.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF
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Not your average newspaper, not your average reader
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Amelia Island  • Jacksonville  •  The Beaches  •  St. Augustine

LIVING HERE
Your complete guide to living in 

and visiting Northeast Floridaon the First Coaston the First Coast

20
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2

REGISTERREGISTERFIRST COAST

People and Businesses 
to know in Northeast Florida

LOCALS

2023register
FIRST ON THE FIRST COAST

thethe

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023

AND MUCH MORE!
AND MUCH MORE!

FEATURINGFEATURING
DICKENS ON CENTRE 
DICKENS ON CENTRE 

BRINGS VICTORIAN 
BRINGS VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS TO CHRISTMAS TO 

FERNANDINA BEACH
FERNANDINA BEACH

+

SEASON OF GIVING
SEASON OF GIVING

FACES OF THE FACES OF THE 

FIRST COASTFIRST COAST

WINE & DINE ON WINE & DINE ON 

THE FIRST COASTTHE FIRST COAST

omeolidaysforfor thethe

Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.

Dame Helen Mirren helps retro-set ‘Yellowstone’ with ‘1923’

4 x 3” ad

December 15 - 21, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARARecorder

EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.

Senior Living
Page 17
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LIVING
Senior

IDEAL MOVE MAKES RELOCATING EASIER  PAGE 18

CYPRESS VILLAGE’S MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
RANKED NO. 1 IN STUDY PAGE 20

PLAYERS COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER 
ANNOUNCES DECEMBER SCHEDULE  PAGE 22

FLORIDA SENIOR GAMES BEGINS DEC. 3  PAGE 23

BOOST YOUR BRAIN FOR THE HOLIDAYS  PAGE 26

COUNCIL ON AGING, SUBARU JOIN MEALS ON 
WHEELS TO HELP SENIORS  PAGE 27

COA CENTER IN NOCATEE ANNOUNCES 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE PAGE 28

CAREPLUS EXPANDS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 
OPTIONS IN FLORIDA PAGE 30

... AND MORE! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

PV vs Nease Soccer
Page 43

Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats

4 x 3” ad

December 1 - 7, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARA

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.

A family legacy A family legacy 
of real estateof real estate

December 1 - 7, 2022December 1 - 7, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

MARCHING TO A MARCHING TO A 
DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra

����������������

PonteVedraRecorder.com

December 1, 2022
Volume 54, No. 5

75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!
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ACROSS
  1.  It wakes you up
  6.  A place to sleep
  9.  Czech village
 13.  Appetizer
 14.  African country
 15.  Dark brown or black
 16.  Parent-teacher groups
 17.  Saturates
 18.  ESPN personality Kimes
 19.  Songs to a lover
 21.  Cavalry-sword
 22.  Begat
 23.  Patriotic women
 24.  Famed Princess
 25.  One who does not
 conform
 28.  Neither
 29.  Nigerian monetary unit
 31.  Body parts
 33.  Hit Dave Matthews Band 
 song
 36.  Depicts with pencil
 38.  Make into leather 
 without tannin
 39.  Plants grow from them
 41.  Alias
 44.  Fingers do it
 45.  More dried-up
 46.  Clod
 48.  Senior officer
 49.  A way to listen to music
 51.  The bill in a restaurant
 52.  Historic center of 
 Artois region
 54.  Cyprinid fishes
 56.  Poisonous perennial 
 plant
 60.  Scottish Loch
 61.  Heads
 62.  Extra seed-covering
 63.  Wings
 64.  Britpop band
 65.  Forearm bones
 66.  Small immature herring
 67.  Female sibling
 68.  Hymn
 
DOWN
  1.  Vipers
  2.  Not on time

  3.  Resembling a wing 
 or wings
  4.  Tears down
  5.  Professional designation
  6.  Noise a sheep made
  7.  Type of lodge
  8.  Speak poorly of
  9.  Ties the knot again
 10.  Apron
 11.  Studied intensively
 12.  City in Finland
 14.  One who monitors
 17.  18-year astronomical 
 period
 20.  Trent Reznor’s band
 21.  Takes to the sea
 23.  Split pulses
 25.  Valentine’s Day color
 26.  Wyatt __
 27.  Type of rail
 29.  One from the Big Apple
 30.  Asteroids

 32.  Made more sugary
 34.  Change in skin pigment
 35.  Mild yellow Dutch 
 cheese
 37.  Koran chapters
 40.  A place to relax
 42.  Young woman ready 
 for society life
 43.  Female horses
 47.  Half of Milli Vanilli
 49.  Icelandic poems
 50.  Indiana town
 52.  Golden peas
 53.  Closes tightly
 55.  It’s mined in mountains
 56.  Cliff (Hawaii)
 57.  Ribosomal ribonucleic 
 acid
 58.  Monetary unit
 59.  Primordial matter
 61.  TV station
 65.  Rise

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
•VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  

100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

•Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insurance - not just a 
discount plan. Get your free  Information Kit with details! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

•Attention oxygen therapy users! Discover oxygen therapy 
that moves with you with Inogen Port-able Oxygen Concentrators. 
Free information kit. 1-866-477-9045
Home Services

•Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? You 
need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

•Water damage cleanup: A small amount of water can cause 
major damage to your home. Our trusted professionals dry out wet 
areas & repair to protect your family & your home value! Call 24/7: 
1-888-872-2809. Have zip code!

•Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed control, seed-
ing, aeration & mosquito control. Call now for a free quote. Ask 
about our first application special! 1-833-606-6777
Miscellaneous

•Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

•Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

•Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & military discounts available. 1-877-543-9189Change 
In Ad Copy - Wording & Phone #!

•Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398

•Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-

4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads
•Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 

Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

•Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited time! Fi-
nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

•Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

•DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No contract 
or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

•Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

•!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL-LAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

•Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
install + Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

•Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For a lim-ited time, waving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer.) Offer ends 6/30/24. Call 1-844-501-3208

•Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal so-
lution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-833-399-3595

•Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t wait! Pro-
tect your family, your home, your as-sets now for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

•MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of mind. No long 
term contracts! Free brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

Miscellaneous

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer.) Offer 
ends 6/30/24. Call 1-844-501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-
3595

Miscellaneous

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your assets now 
for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-
7951

MobileHelp America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long 
term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & 
multiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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2019 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK

SALE PRICE $19,120
82,894 MILES | STOCK# KD159137

2016 MERCEDES-BENZ C 300

SALE PRICE $14,980
91,224 MILES | STOCK# GU144473

2021 TOYOTA RAV4 HYBRID

SALE PRICE $30,630
70,780 MILES | STOCK# MU039050

2021 MERCEDES-BENZ GLC 300

SALE PRICE $31,330
39,118 MILES | STOCK# MF967098

2014 PORSCHE CAYENNE

SALE PRICE $24,220
76,421 MILES | STOCK# ELA38426

2022 JEEP WAGONEER

SALE PRICE $52,228
36,617 MILES | STOCK# NS110212

2021 BMW X5

SALE PRICE $40,980
52,032 MILES | STOCK# M9F87313

2020 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $28,488
48,438 MILES | STOCK# LF016827

2021 CADILLAC XT5 

SALE PRICE $36,880
21,797 MILES | STOCK# MZ167464 

2020 JEEP WRANGLER 

SALE PRICE $41,480
54,671 MILES | STOCK# LW127497

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

ULTRA LOW-MILEAGE LEASE ULTRA LOW-MILEAGE LEASE 
FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEESFOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES
2024 CADILLAC LYRIQ 

RWD TECH PREFERRED

$439/MONTH 
FOR 36 MONTHS

$4,889 DUE AT SIGNING (AFTER ALL OFFERS).
TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, AND DEALER FEES EXTRA.

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT.

ADDITIONAL OFFERS

MOST DISCOUNTS CAN BE COMBINED − IT PAYS TO CHOOSE CADILLAC!

$3,000 CONQUEST 
REBATE  

 IF YOU OWN AN ELIGIBLE 
COMPETITIVE BRAND

$1,000 REBATE  
FOR CURRENT 

COSTCO MEMBERS

$7,500 ULTIUM 
PROMISE 

 FOR ELIGIBLE LYRIQS

$1,000 DISCOUNT 
FOR MILITARY 

APPRECIATION

$500 DISCOUNT 
FOR EDUCATORS & 
FIRST RESPONDERS


